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The circumstances in which I find myself writing this 
foreword are unprecedented. Given the fast-moving 
nature of the coronavirus crisis and the major changes 

experienced in recent weeks, even my Headmaster’s crystal 
ball is struggling to foretell what the situation will be like 
when this edition of Versa reaches you. The most immediate 
concern is of course for the health and wellbeing of the whole 
school community. So my welcome begins as it concludes 
with an expression of heartfelt good wishes to all – pupils, 
OAs, parents, current and former staff and friends and your 
wider families.

You may be wondering why we have decided to publish this 
edition of Versa in accordance with our normal schedule 
when everything else is anything but normal. Much of the 
content of this magazine, which records events which took 
place in the second half of the Autumn Term as well as the 
Spring Term, was already complete by the stage that the 
School went into remote learning mode and we believe that, 
despite the current uncertainties, the wide range of occasions, 
achievements and insights featured in this issue still merits 
reporting and celebrating. Furthermore, we hope that a 
reminder of the spirit and culture of the School in normal, 
happier times will be a welcome distraction from coverage 
of the pandemic and our attendant concerns and help us to 
anticipate all the more keenly the return to normal school life 
in due course. 

The coronavirus began to make its invidious effects known 
well before the government required us to close the School 
to pupils. In the week before this momentous development 
the Combined Cadet Force held its Biennial General 
Inspection. The Reviewing Officer was due to be a Regular 
Army Brigadier, but sadly he had to withdraw a few days 
beforehand in order to self-isolate. Group Captain Martin 
Lowe, the most senior OA currently serving in the Armed 
Forces, kindly agreed to step into the breach as the Reviewing 
Officer as he was due to attend the inspection and to conduct 
the formal opening of the CCF’s new facilities in the Corfield 
Building later that day. However, a member of his family was 
unfortunately diagnosed with the virus on the morning of 
the inspection, so he had to withdraw. This led to a request of 
the Mayor over coffee just before the parade was due to start. 
Fortunately for us Cllr Janet Smith realised that there was only 
one possible answer to the question and agreed willingly, for 
which we were very grateful. The rest is history as you will see 
from our coverage of the occasion.

In January we embarked on an important initiative to develop 
further our pupils’ skills of independent learning and thinking. 
This term has certainly provided unexpected opportunities 
to do this, and I commend our pupils for the way they have, 
like the staff, embraced the new circumstances with a positive 
mindset, demonstrating and practising several School Values, 
most notably resilience and resourcefulness in addition to 
independence. In these most difficult of times I am pleased 
that we have been able to maintain the normal structure of the 
school day through our remote learning provision and I am 
hugely grateful to the staff who worked tirelessly to prepare for 
remote learning and to put it into operation.

In these turbulent times we draw strength and encouragement 
from the long history of the School and the fact that it has 
seen, and survived, many significant events over the last 
thousand years including the Black Death, the Peasants’ 
Revolt, the Dissolution of the Monasteries, civil and world 
wars. I was intrigued to see that the proceedings of the 
School’s governors from one hundred years ago record that 
examinations in May 1920 were curtailed due to “… the 
Influenza situation which had taken hold on the St Albans 
School Community.” At least we are not having to contend 
with the coronavirus pandemic immediately after the losses 
and privations of a world war: there are, therefore, relative 
blessings for us to count. 

I am sure that, like me, you have received many 
communications from organisations of all sorts over recent 
weeks. A reference made in one such email struck me as 
being particularly apposite. In her Letter to My Daughter the 
American author Maya Angelou wrote: “You may not control 
all the events that happen to you, but you can decide not to be 
reduced by them.”

That is certainly true of this School over its long and 
distinguished history. There is much in the current 
circumstances that is beyond our control, but I hope that we 
will all resolve not to be diminished by them.

Until we meet again, I send my very best wishes to all,

HEADMASTER’S 
WELCOME

For the first time in the School’s history, 
pupils and staff began learning and teaching 
from home at the end of March. Despite 
the significant and unprecedented change 
to daily school life, pupils have embraced 
the challenge, adapting well to the new 
learning environment, and have shown great 
commitment to this big adjustment. Pupils 
have demonstrated so many of our School 
Values in recent weeks, with their self-
discipline, resilience and resourcefulness.

#albaniansathome
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THE CORFIELD BUILDING
New home for the Maths Department 

and CCF delights pupils and staff 

The School’s highly-anticipated new Mathematics and 
CCF facility opened in January 2020 and both pupils 
and staff  have been relishing the opportunity to learn 

and teach in this state-of-the-art building.

Th e Corfi eld Building was fully funded by Old Albanian, 
Nick Corfi eld; with ten, state-of-the-art classrooms, the 
Corfi eld Building houses a bespoke, two storey Maths 
Faculty on the upper ground and fi rst fl oors and provides 
the Maths Department with a new home that is worthy of its 
outstanding results. Additionally, the School’s CCF unit is 
situated across the entire lower ground fl oor and its facilities 
include a built-in rifl e range and offi  ces for the DofE award 
scheme and storage areas. 

During the fi rst few weeks of the Spring Term, it was evident 
that the Atrium, an area where both pupils and teachers can 
sit to study and work, had already become a particularly 

popular feature of the facility. An open, light and airy space, 
the Atrium encourages independent learning and off er s an 
area for the School’s Mathematicians to enjoy studying in a 
relaxed environment. 

Th e Headmaster, Jonathan Gillespie, commented: “Th e Corfi eld 
Building will provide outstanding teaching facilities for our 
students and the wider community. Th e School is hugely 
grateful to Nick Corfi eld OA, whose extraordinary generosity 
has made this building possible. It will benefi t pupils and our 
partnership schools both today and in the future.”

Lower Sixth Former and A Level Maths student, TJ, said: “In 
the new Corfi eld Building, there is the Atrium which is a 
really nice study area and it is very quiet. Th e building is 
really focused on Maths and I feel like I 
can get a lot more work done, more eff ectively, when I am 
working in the Corfi eld Building.”

“The Corfi eld Building 
will provide outstanding 
teaching facilities for 
our students and the 
wider community.”
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HANNAH MCCABE 
Librarian

A VISUAL FEAST FOR PUPILS
during the Art and Design Cultural 

Trip to Amsterdam
How has the School Library evolved in the digital age and 
why is it still so important?
Th e Library plays a fundamental role in the preparation of our 
students for life aft er school – they will encounter databases, 
online magazines and journals and need to carry out research. 
Th e Library is also a place of refuge in a busy day and we 
try to instil a basic love of reading. Students and teachers 
can have a few moments of quiet, read a book, collect their 
thoughts, do some work or study. 

� e Library has a great variety of books for pupils to
choose from, how do you select them?
Selecting new books is defi nitely one of the perks of the job! 
I choose books from recommendations from students and 
staff , changes to curriculum and reading lists, literary awards, 
new releases and reviews. Th e Library team constantly looks 
at new books, and I keep a list on my phone or email myself 
when I see something of interest. 

What happens to unused books when the Library no longer 
requires them?
Th is is one of the questions I get asked most frequently! We 
try to rehome weeded stock with staff  or students who will 
appreciate it. Several times a year, we put out books we no 
longer require and off er them to our users. Th ose books 
not rehomed are given to charity. It’s never easy getting rid 
of unused books but it’s an important part of keeping the 
Library current.

What is a typical day like in the Library? 
Th e Library is open from 8am to 6pm and is rarely empty. 
Pupils check email, print, borrow books and study. As the day 

progresses, we see classes in 
nearly every subject using 
the computer room, Lower 
School reading lessons 
and study periods. We run 
book clubs, host poetry 
events and literary-themed 
celebrations. Aft er school, 
there are two hours for 
students to do homework, study or take the opportunity to 
read. I think these two hours are particularly inspiring, as our 
students are giving up their own free time to work. Th ey are 
putting the values of a St Albans School pupil into practice: 
self-discipline, organisation, independence, industriousness, 
inquisitiveness… 

Are there any interesting facts about the Library?
Th e Library has only been in its current location since 1988, 
although it looks much older. It was previously located in the 
Gateway. One of my favourite features are the initials carved 
into a beam in the ceiling, from the days when the building 
was the School Hall and students doing PE had to climb a 
rope thrown up from the ground fl oor. Successful climbers 
occasionally carved their initials, although few remain.

What is the most popular book in the Library at the 
moment?
It changes depending on trends in television, fi lm and current 
aff airs and of course author visits. Th ere really is nothing 
like hearing an author speak to enthuse a reader! Last term, 
Philip Pullman’s Dark Materials series was in high demand. 
For staff , it was the recent Book Club book, Michelle Obama’s 
Becoming.

Trips

On 17 February, together with Mr Walker (Head of Sixth 
Form), Ms Lerche-Lerchenborg (Art Teacher) and Mrs 
Forbes-Whitehead (Head of Art), twenty-three Th ird, 

Fourth and Fifth Form Art and Design pupils embarked on a 
cultural trip to Amsterdam, to view a range of artworks, both 
contemporary and from the Dutch Golden Age, and to soak in 
some of what the city has to off er. Luca and Oscar, who 
attended the trip, reported the following:

Aft er leaving England early on Saturday morning, we arrived 
in Amsterdam and checked into the Meininger Hotel, North 
Amsterdam. Aft er this, we visited our first gallery, the Foam 
Museum. Th is Museum houses a small collection of modern 
photography. We took the time to look at the different 
artworks, collect postcards and make quick sketches of our 
favourite pieces. When we were finished at the gallery, we took 
a tram back to the hotel and enjoyed a relaxing evening.

On the second day, although we were all quite tired, we 
woke up early and ventured into the heart of the city for a 
canal boat tour. Th e weather was not the best, but we luckily 
escaped the cold and rain, as the boat had a roof and was 
heated. Travelling along the canals, we enjoyed a tour of the 
city, which included Central Station, Amsterdam Ice Bar and 
Anne Frank’s house. For lunch, we had a great meal at the 
Hard Rock Café, before heading to the Van Gogh Museum. 
Here, we saw over 200 pieces of his work, including some 
of his most iconic pieces such as Th e Yellow House and 
Th e Potato Eaters. Later, we arrived back at the hotel and 
did some sketching. On our last day, we visited two more 
museums, the Rijksmuseum and the Stedelijk Museum. In 
both museums we saw lots more artwork. Overall, the trip 
was an amazing experience and off ered us artists the chance 
to absorb the diff erent culture and admire the beautiful 
paintings and art in each gallery.

CROSSING THE ROAD OUTSIDE OF THE RIJKSMUSEUM A DETAIL OF FRANS HALS THE MEAGRE COMPANY, 1637, RIJKSMUSEUM
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A POIGNANT CCF
Biannual General Inspection

This year’s inspection felt the increasing eff ect of the 
Coronavirus outbreak, which impacted some of 
those who had planned to participate on the day. As 

the Headmaster explained in his welcome letter, the Mayor, 
Councillor Janet Smith, who was already in attendance, 
kindly agreed to step in and fulfi l led the role of Inspecting 
Offi  c er.

Th e p arade took a traditional format, with demonstrations 
from both the Army and RAF sections, both of which 
set very high standards and were a credit to the CCF. Th e 
parade was followed by the CCF’s usual activities, which 
have, for the past few years, included a Gun Run provided 
by the Coldstream Guards; this is always very physical 
and dirty, but is a favourite aspect amongst the cadets. In 
addition, this year we were lucky to have a medical stand 
provided by twenty-two fi e ld hospitals from the Royal 
Army Medical Corps. Th i s stand proved to be a real success 
with the cadets, even if most of them did have diffi  culty 
locating the internal organs on the demonstration dummy!

Upper Sixth Former and Senior Cadet, Ben commented: 
“Th is was the very last event the Upper Sixth would be 
undertaking with the CCF, and I think it’s safe to 

say that we ended our time at the School on a high. With 
activities such as casualty treatment, the Gun Run, and 
camoufl age and concealment, it was rewarding for me to 
see the cadets getting stuck in and enjoying themselves.”

A memorable day was followed by an excellent CCF Dinner 
in the Refectory, attended by several serving Old Albanians, 
who also enjoyed a tour of the new CCF facility.

Having a conversation with your child about the internet 
and what they do online can be challenging! Here are 
some Conversation Starters, to help you:

Conversation Starters

SAFER INTERNET DAY

On 11 February, the School 
community marked Safer 
Internet Day 2020. Th is 

year’s theme was ‘Together for a 
better internet,’ encouraging us all 
to take responsibility for young 
people's safety online.

Th e worldwide web has come a 
long way since its creation in 1989 
and has changed the way we live. 
While the benefi ts of the internet 
are many, the challenging issue of 
staying safe online, especially as a 
young person, remains an aspect 
that everyone should be concerned 
about. 

Safer Internet Day provided an 
opportunity for the School to 
reignite the conversation about 
online safety and to remind 
all pupils about best practice 
when going online. Th e School 
highlighted the day amongst pupils 
with digital posters, on display 
around the School site, along with
printed posters that asked pupils to 
diff erentiate between real and fake 
images that they might fi nd on the 
internet. 

Used safely, the internet can play 
a positive and significant part in 
young people’s lives and the School 
will continue to address how to 
best support our pupils in today’s 
evolving digital world.

1. Have a conversation 
2. Take a balanced approach
3. Use the tools available to you
4. Get help and support when needed

Top Tips

Start the conversation on a positive note:
» What do you like most about the internet and

why?
» How does going online make you feel?
» What could you do if being online is making

you feel worse rather than better?
»

someone compared to talking face to face?

and supporting others online:
» How do you stay safe online?
» What could you do if someone was

unkind to you online about the things
you’ve shared?

» How do you keep yourself safe online?

Talk about sharing online:
» What types of things can we share online?
» What is okay/not okay to share online? Why?
» What do we do if someone shares something

about us that we don’t like?
» How do you feel about your parents/carers

sharing things about you online and vice
versa?
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In the fi rst week of February, 9,500 students from over 650 schools worldwide participated in 
the British Biology Olympiad. Th is included twenty-nine members of our Sixth Form Biology 
sets, who faced two challenging multiple-choice papers, which tested them on a range of topics. 

Bronze Awards went to Iris, Alex, Andreas, Henry and Alexi, while Silver Awards went to Francis, 
Faraz, James, Dominic and Leila. Lawrence was the only student to achieve a Gold Award, which 
put him in the top 6% of students taking part in the competition! Well done to all who 
participated.

BRITISH BIOLOGY
Olympiad

LOWER SIXTH HISTORIANS 
assist as ambassadors at the 

Anne Frank exhibition 
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In February, as part of our Community 
Link partnership with St Albans Cathedral, 
four Lower Sixth historians were given 

the opportunity to become Anne Frank + You 
ambassadors and assist at the exhibition, on 
display at the Cathedral. Th ey acted as stewards 
and took small groups of visitors around the 
exhibition, which explored the life of Anne Frank 
and included family photos, letters and her diary 
being spoken. It also addressed more recent 
religious and cultural persecutions and their eff ects 
on us today. Th e pupils greatly valued being able to 
be part of this experience.

Ben, an ambassador, said: “Th e general 
aim of the exhibition was to raise awareness of 
genocide and discrimination through the story 
of Anne Frank. Th e exhi bition was split into two 
halves, consisting of one section on Anne Frank 
and her life and the other section on genocide and 
racism in recent history. Th e exhi bition contained 

photographs of the Frank family but also a life 
size replica of the room where Anne would have 
spent the majority of her time in hiding. Th e 
importance of the exhibition for the Abbey was 
that Anne's story strongly mirrored the story of 
Saint Amphibalus and St Alban. 

Ben continued: “Touring the exhibition was a 
fantastic opportunity to dive deeper into the 
experiences of all of those who were persecuted 
during the holocaust. As we are all History A Level 
students, it was brilliant to be able to personally 
express our knowledge to a group, rather than 
through an essay to an individual. Before touring, 
we had three training sessions, when we learnt 
how to improve our presentation skills and how 
to address such a sensitive topic, depending on a 
visitor’s age. Th e experience provided invaluable 
skills which we will maintain for the rest of 
our lives.”

In February, Th ird Former Peter  took part in Th e Watford 
Festival of Music, Speech and Drama. Th e F estival receives 
hundreds of entries every year and off er s a unique opportunity 

for participants to experience performing in front of an audience 
and to receive expert advice and encouragement. 

Th e piano classes took place over the weekend of Saturday 15 to 
Monday 17 February. Peter took part in fi ve classes and he won the 
Sonata Class! He was also runner-up in the Age 11-14 Years Class, 
the Jean Merlow Memorial Scholarship Class, the Grade 8 Class and 
the Junior Recital Class. Congratulations, Peter!

SUCCESS AT THE 
WATFORD FESTIVAL 
of  Music, Speech and Drama

10 Scoop

SIXTH FORMERS BEN, JULIET, SOFIA AND JOE AT THE EXHIBITION



Design and Technology is an ever-popular subject at 
the School and prepares students to participate in 
tomorrow’s rapidly changing technological world. 

Th e subject develops students’ skills, enabling them to 
become autonomous and creative problem-solvers, working 
as individuals and members of teams, examining the needs 
and opportunities for design and responding to them 
by developing a range of ideas and making products 
and systems. 

Th e combination of practical skills and an understanding 
of aesthetics, along with social and environmental issues, 
function and industrial practices allow them to evaluate 
past and present design and technology along with its uses 
and eff ects. Th rough design and technology, all students 
can become innovators and discriminating and informed 
consumers or users of products.

Duncan Phillips, Head of D&T, commented: “Design and 
Technology gives our students the opportunity to explore 
creativity, culture, and the problems faced by the wider 
world today and in the future. It teaches them how to take 
risks and so become more resourceful, innovative, and 
independent. Students gain a greater understanding of 
the impact of design and technology on life and provides 
opportunities to identify needs of others.”

Th e Department has comprehensive design and workshop 
facilities. Students have access to an electronics lab, design 
studios with ICT and CAD facilities and multimedia 
workshops, where most materials can be cut, shaped, formed 
and joined, along with a CNC router, laser cutter and a 
number of 3D printers. Th e School still makes use of its 
traditional facilities such as lathes, mills, casting and heat 
treatment areas but it has also invested in Computer Aided 
Manufacturing (CAM) systems. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

Preparing students to participate confidently 
in tomorrow’s technological world

Pupil Interview

MY FIRST TWO TERMS 
at St Albans School

What was it like when you � rst joined the School?  
It was intimidating at fi rst, but the teachers were really 
friendly and helped us, as well as the Sixth Formers 
and the older forms ahead of us. I’m given more 
homework at St Albans School and I felt that it might 
be hard to manage, but once I was settled, it became 
much easier and less stressful. Th e teachers also helped 
me a lot and there are clinics, too.

Did you know anyone from your previous school 
and was it easy to make new friends?
I knew one person from my old school and I also 
made friends during the Matriculation Evening; I met 
Josh and we became friends. I also met quite a few 
people at one of the taster sessions: I did the D&T 
session and we made a car roll over spaghetti and I 
became friends with Abdullah. We have been friends 
ever since.

What do you like the most about the School?
Probably the facilities that we have. For example, 
Woollams and the Library – you can do quiet study 
and work there to get any homework done and the 
computers also help. I like the Library, as it looks very 
elegant and it’s quite large. Th e Junior Library for 
Lower School helps a lot, too.

Which subjects are your favourite?
I really like Mathematics and Latin. I like Latin as 
I’m fascinated by the grammar and vocabulary and I 
like Maths as all the equations and formulae are very 
interesting. 

Have you been inside the Cor� eld Building yet?
I have! I went inside on the second day of the Spring 
Term and was stunned by everything, my eyes were 
just astonished, I was speechless! Th e lights are 
probably some of the best lights I have seen in my 
entire life! Th e Atrium also helps because there is a 
long table where you can study, and it is quiet. I also 
like the equations on the outside, it gives a beautiful 
look to the whole building.  

How have you grown and changed since you joined 
St Albans School?
I was quite shy in my old school and not that 
confi dent. At St Albans School, I did a solo 

performance in Battle of the Bands and I didn’t make 
many mistakes and I felt quite confi dent!

Th e teachers have a big impact on me, as well as the 
Headmaster, he really motivates us. On the Induction 
Day, he gave an inspirational speech and that 
encouraged me to do well and to make use of all the 
facilities we have. When I received my Headmaster’s 
Commendation, I spoke with him and he was very 
kind. Whenever I see him around the School, I try 
to act like a role model to everybody, to show that I 
have the good qualities that the School hopes we will 
demonstrate. 

What would you like to do when you are older?                                                                                                 
It always changes! When I was seven, I wanted to be a 
footballer; when I was eight, I wanted to be a cricketer; 
now, I would like to be a lawyer. I would like to help 
people with justice and solve their problems.

Interview with Arjun, First Former

Feature
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With the end of the Spring Term coming into sight and 
the impact of Covid-19 beginning to be felt by the School 
community, the Drama Department was delighted that the 
Junior House Drama competition went ahead on 18 March. 

In the weeks leading up to the competition, Drama 
students demonstrated their dedication, commitment and 
passion in creating theatre that was worthy of representing 
their House. Renfrew claimed victory this year, with their 
play The Game  - a mature production, which tackled 
the topic of gambling addiction. Th e Best Actor award 
went to Emmanuel  from Hawking.

The Tempest was selected as the play for this year’s 
Main School Production and Th e Drama Department 
presented four outstanding evening performances at 

the end of the Autumn Term. 

Oft en regarded as Shakespeare’s farewell to the stage, Th e 
Tempest is arguably his most musical play and it was therefore 
appropriate that this production was set against the backdrop 
of a music festival. 

Th e Tempest is a play about reconciliation and forgiveness: the 
power to move on and allow all those wrongs to be put to one 
side for the greater good. Teen spirit was dynamically captured 
with music performed by a Glam Rock 1970s band, who were 
set against the engaging and dynamic backdrop of a video wall, 
with images created by a professional Video Jockey.

Th e cast, band and crew, made up entirely of students, worked 
tirelessly to get the show up and running. All evenings delivered 
magical and fi ne performances from two diff erent casts.   

JUNIOR HOUSE DRAMA
Competition highlights creativity and talent 

THE MAIN SCHOOL PRODUCTION
and a contemporary rendition of  The Tempest

What does the role of Head Groundsman encompass?
My job involves managing a team of fi ve groundsmen. 
Together, we maintain the 73 acres of land which make up the 
Woollam Playing Fields. Th e School owns the site and uses 40 
acres, the rest is used by the Old Albanians.

How do you ensure that the high standards of the grounds 
are maintained?
We are lucky to have an extremely experienced and capable 
team. Our job is enormously varied, and we have some very 
good machinery to use on the land. We also hold turf-related 
conferences at Woollams, which draw in people from the 
industry and help us to maintain the site to the high standard 
that we are used to.

What is a typical day like?
We provide sports facilities for the pupils and need to keep 
abreast of the daily schedule, and we plan ourselves around 
the terms. Th e focus in the Autumn Term is rugby and hockey, 
football and hockey in the Spring Term and cricket in the 
Summer Term.  

I check the rain gauge every day, to determine whether 
machines can go on the ground or not. Th en I meet up with the 
rest of the team and split jobs between us. I like to get stuck in 
and do some of the practical work around the site myself. Our 
priority is getting the grounds ready for the day’s sports, and 
then secondly, we work on the grounds’ presentation.

How does the transition from winter sports to summer 
sports a� ect the grounds and their preparation?
Th e transition happens in the Easter break and it is usually an 
extremely busy time for us. All winter pitches need to come 
down and be put away, cricket nets go up and squares are rolled 
and marked. Th e biggest task is the renovation of the fi eld. Each 
winter pitch is scarifi ed, the debris is picked up and the ground 
aerated, seeded and then sand is applied. Last year, the School 
side had 630 tonnes of sand applied, which turned the fi eld 
into a beach for a few weeks! Grass is cut shorter, it goes from 
25mm to 18mm, and then we are ready for summer sport.

What do you believe sets Woollams apart from other 
schools’ facilities? 
Sport at St Albans School has seen a lot of investment in recent 
years. In the early years, the grass struggled to grow, but now 
we have pitches that sportsmen and women at all levels love 
and appreciate - it brings sports people and children alike a lot 
of pleasure to play their sports at Woollams.

Has anything interesting or out-of-the-ordinary happened 
at Woollams?
Professional teams, such as the England women’s rugby team 
have trained at Woollams. We have also hosted Sports Tours 
dinners, with high-profi le people attending, such as Sebastian 
Coe, and Ranulph Fiennes. Th ere have also been occasions 
when the fi elds have been used as a helicopter-landing site, 
which is always exciting to watch!

STEVE ASCOTT 
Head Groundsman

Staff  Interview
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CELEBRATING 
FIVE YEARS  

of  the School Values

The School Values were formally developed 
in 2015, with the objective of providing a 
framework for the behaviour and qualities 

we expect our pupils and staff to display whilst at 
the School. 

Although the values were already being emphasised 
within the School, they had not been formally 
established and expectations had not been 
communicated. Our values provide an opportunity 
to directly acknowledge both academic and co-
curricular experiences and successes of our pupils 
and the School has helped to facilitate pupils’ 
personal growth alongside these values. It has 

proven invaluable to off er pupils the guidance on 
appearance, behaviour, conduct and work ethic, to 
help prepare them for life beyond the classroom.

Along with our motto, NON NOBIS NATI (born 
not for ourselves), we encourage our pupils to 
demonstrate the School Values both in school, as well 
as their everyday lives. Th e values are key to enabling 
the School to uphold its vision of developing 
self-knowledge and self-confi dence, in order to 
fi nd meaning and purpose in life. By continually 
promoting this positive character growth, our aim 
is to help each pupil fl ourish both intellectually and 
personally.

As a school, we continue to recognise and reward 
pupils who demonstrate the School Values and their 
understanding as to why they are important. Although 
the values are no longer new to staff  and pupils, 
through ongoing initiatives, celebrations and awards, 
pupils continue to embrace their core meaning and 
benefi t from their impact. 

Versa spoke to Fift h Former, Luca Stubbs, and Lower 
Sixth Former, Ben Reed, about their understanding 
of the values and the infl uence they have had, both in 
school and at home:

Luca commented: 

“For me, the School Values are 
guidelines to help me become a 
better person in all aspects of life. 
Th e y help you to understand that 
there are always other people that 
you can help. 

I have recently put some of 
the values into practice, as I 
have been very motivated and 
industrious during this hard 
lockdown period, so that my work 
is good enough evidence for the 
predicted grades I am aiming for.”

Ben added: 

“Th e S chool Values off er a 
guideline on how to be successful 
in any fi e ld of life, whilst ensuring 
the wellbeing of others and 
yourself. I would like to believe 
that in school, I have displayed 
empathy and accountability 
through mentoring. I have 
mentored pupils in the Fourth 
and Fift h F orm, listening to their 
challenges and acting as a reliable 
and safe resource for them to be 
able to turn to at any time.

Th e S chool Values have been 
highly infl u ential outside of 
school; ambition has always been 
at the forefront with regard to my 
fencing and I maintained goals 
to represent Great Britain and 
compete at an international level. 
As I was initially unsuccessful, 
ambitious goals required me to 
deal with my own failure and 
turn it into motivation.”



The 2019-2020 Cooking Club was a resounding success, 
with ten boys from the First to the Fourth Forms 
taking part. To join the club, pupils had to design a 

Second Former, Alex, commented: “During Cooking Club, I 
learnt a lot about how to cook and prepare meals, the diff erent 
techniques you can use when cooking and what a professional 
kitchen is like. I particularly enjoyed learning how you make 
diff erent  foods, for example when making soup, you cook 
everything fi rst  in chunks, before blending it all together.”

Pratham, Second Former, added: “I really liked the sessions at 
Cooking Club. Overall, it was a great experience. I liked 
making the soup the most, and my parents and I enjoyed the 
Gala Dinner. All of the courses were good, but the ramen was 
a bit salty.”
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THE SPORTS TOURS 
COMMITTEE

Giving more pupils the opportunity to tour

AN IMPRESSIVE CULINARY 
DISPLAY 

at the Cooking Club Gala Dinner

three-course meal for a special family occasion and outline the 
reasoning behind their choices. Some of these ideas were later 
incorporated into the fi nal Gala Dinner menu. 

Th e  fi r st six weeks of the course were spent learning how to 
cook a variety of dishes, to give pupils the basic skills to be 
able to cook whichever dish they wanted in the future. Th e y 
learned how to make bread, pastry and sponge, curry and 
stir fry and how to prepare sushi. Th e b oys gained invaluable 
skills in how a professional kitchen works.

“I really liked the sessions 
at Cooking Club. Overall, 
it was a great experience.”
Pratham, Second Former

For the Gala Dinner, Alex and Ibrahim became Head and 
Sous Chef respectively and led the entire chef brigade to 
create the celebratory dinner. Th e boys spent a total of seven 
hours prepping, cooking and plating the food for their 
guests. Th ey served around thirty covers in total, supervised 
by our awesome school chefs, but they did all the hard work 
themselves. Th e boys and their families thoroughly enjoyed 
the spoils of all their eff orts and the fi nal Gala Dinner was a 
huge success.

News

The Sports Tours Committee was formed in 1993 to 
raise funds for pupils wishing to attend the School-
run Sports Tours, both in the UK and abroad. Th e 

Committee is made up of parents, a senior member of 
staff  and several members of the PE Department. Th e 
Committee aims to ensure that any pupil who wishes to 
tour, won’t be prevented from doing so because of fi nancial 
considerations. Th e Committee is particularly keen to 
increase the number of tours involving members of the 
Lower and Middle Schools. 

Th e School organises three or four tours a year across a 
variety of sports, including rugby, netball, cricket, football 
and hockey. Th e Committee has supported over 80 tours 
and has raised over £750,000, sending over 2,200 pupils to 
places such as Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, South America, 
Canada, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Th e Caribbean, USA, 
Singapore and Malaysia, Italy, Portugal and Spain. 

Th e tours provide a unique opportunity for pupils to develop 
not only their sports skills, but also their life skills. From 
fi nding their way around the transport system of Santiago, 
Chile, to washing and feeding elephants in Sri Lanka, the 
experiences are very broad and unique, but pupils return 
as better people, more self-aware, more independent and 
more humble. Th is was highlighted during the tour to 
South America in 2017, when pupils played rugby with 
young people from a Rio favela, whose lives and experiences 
diff ered signifi cantly to ours. Pupils further developed their 
personal qualities in line with the School Values and the 
experiences and challenges they encountered could not be 
replicated in a classroom. Th e tour created unique memories 
for participants of a special place and a special time in their 
lives. Pupils returned with a bond that will stay with them for 
many years to come.

Th e Committee organises two annual fundraising events, 
a general knowledge quiz evening and the Sports Tours 
dinner. Th e dinner features a four-course meal with 
entertainment from a selection of sporting legends. 
Previous speakers have included Sir Clive Woodward, Lord 
Coe, Sir Alastair Cook, Sir Matthew Pinsent, Sir Andrew 
Strauss and Jonathan Agnew. Th ere are also events when 
pupils fundraise.

Th e Sports Tours Committee is always looking for new 
parent committee members! To fi nd out more, please email 
Mr Langston at mjlangston@st-albans.herts.sch.uk.

FOOTBALLERS ENJOYING THEIR TOUR IN PORTO

THE CRICKET TEAM, ON TOUR IN SOUTH AFRICA

THE NETBALL TOUR, ON THEIR WAY TO JERSEY
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MUSICAL PERFORMANCES 
SHOWCASE PUPILS’ 

TALENT 
and highlight the enjoyment of

performing together

The School’s Music Department has continued 
to dazzle parents and the School community 
with a number of memorable musical 

performances since our last issue of Versa, with 
pupils also embracing the opportunity to stage their 
own events. 

Music in 2020 commenced with the Senior Scholars’ 
Concert, an opportunity for our Fift h and Sixth Form 
Music Scholars to display their formidable talent to 
an audience in the Library. Th e evening featured vocal 
and instrumental performances that ranged from 
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and highlight the enjoyment of

performing together
he School’s Music Department has continued 
to dazzle parents and the School community 
with a number of memorable musical 
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pupils also embracing the opportunity to stage their 

Music in 2020 commenced with the Senior Scholars’ 
Concert, an opportunity for our Fift h and Sixth Form 
Music Scholars to display their formidable talent to 
an audience in the Library. Th e evening featured vocal 
and instrumental performances that ranged from 

classical compositions to pop, including David Bowie, 
Vivaldi, Dave Heath and Mozart. Pupils’ impressive 
ability and musical prowess was admired by the 
concert’s attendees. 

Later in January, the School hosted its fi rst-ever Battle 
of the Bands, which saw bands formed by students, 
as well as a staff  band, battling it out to win the 
prize of Best Band! Th e event raised money for the 
charity, PACE, which helps children with sensory-
motor disorders, such as cerebral palsy, through their 
education. Eight acts took to the stage, performing 
songs of their own choice, all hoping to win the coveted 
title. Th e pupils’ band, Fan Halen, was crowned the 
eventual winner, following much deliberation and 
cogitation by a noteworthy judging panel. Th e event’s 
success will surely secure its return in 2021.

In February, the inaugural Rock Concert proved to 
be an instant hit! Pupils from the First to Sixth Forms 
performed in a number of bands, with a range of pupils 

across diff erent forms and ages coming together. Th e 
evening was fi lled with pupils’ performances of music 
from artists including Th e Clash, Th e Beatles, Santana, 
Bruno Mars and Amy Winehouse. Th e talent exhibited 
on stage was notable and a thoroughly enjoyable and 
upbeat evening was enjoyed by all.

A few weeks later, the annual Chamber Music 
Concert took place. Performances were given by the 
Clarinet Ensemble; Wind Quintet; Guitar Group; 
Flute Group; Bainbridge Brass; Bentley Brass; String 
Quartet; Piano Trio; Clarinet Trio and a Mozart 
Duet. All musicians keenly displayed their admirable 
technical ability and musicianship.

March included a spectacular Joint Schools’ Choral 
Society and Orchestra Concert. Th is year, the Joint 
Schools’ Concert celebrated its 50th anniversary 
and it was fi tting that the event provided a unique 
evening of music, when, for the fi rst time, opera 
was performed in the beautiful setting of St Albans 
Cathedral. Over 150 singers, including most of the 
School Choir and several staff , Old Albanians, friends 
of both the School and St Albans High School for 
Girls, an orchestra of 70 players and four wonderful 
professional opera singers gave performances of 
some of the best-loved moments from the work of 
opera. Highlights included Va, Pensiero (Nabucco), 
Easter Hymn (Cavalleria Rusticana) and music from 
Wagner, Puccini, Bizet and Verdi.



The School’s
staff have offered

to shop for the
elderly in the
community who

are self-isolating.

We have made donations of PPE to 
local  organisations including:

Luton & Dunstable Hospital ● Nightingale 
Hospital ● 3 GP surgeries in St Albans ● The 
local NHS Child Vaccination Unit ● The local 
community NHS trust (for community staff)  
● Community nurses in Hemel and Redbourn
● 4 local care homes (part of our Community,
Link scheme) ● Walsingham Support (charity
supporting people with learning disabilities)

We have made 
phone calls for 
those who are 
alone and want 
to chat.

During term time  we have

around 100 Sixth Form  

pupils volunteering weekly

with our Partnership and 

Community Link schemes,

collaborating with local state

schools, care homes and 

charities. Here are some

of the activities we are 

undertaking to endeavour to

carry on offering support to 

the local community during

the Covid-19 pandemic.

We have offered use of  
some of the School’s facilities 
to support the NHS. 

We have produced materials

to assist with remote learning

lessons and are sharing these

on a weekly basis with our
partnership primary schools.

Pupils are sending

pictures and letters

to the residents

in our Community

Link Care Homes.

NON NOBIS NATI 
Born not for ourselves

#SASWeCare 




