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Editorial
Non nobis nati…
Not a new ethos, but a restatement of our ethos:
Over seventeen hundred years ago Saint Alban, a seeker after truth,
lived and died in this place.Today, more than one thousand years since
its foundation, this School which bears his name continues to foster scholarship
and intellectual enquiry at the heart of an exceptional holistic education.
Enriched by inspirational teaching, wide-ranging academic, cultural and sporting
opportunities and strong pastoral care our pupils develop a love of learning
together with the values, skills and qualities to enable them to live successful
and happy adult lives in an ever-changing world, faithful to the altruism of our
motto.
In this way, we begin the next stage of St Albans School’s development;
more can be read about this in the Headmaster’s Prizegiving speech on
p.16.
The rest of the magazine will illustrate very effectively the other
elements of that ethos statement – scholarship, enquiry and reports on
many cultural and sporting opportunities. Pupils who have participated
in the latter over the last quarter century will want to read the tribute
to Chris Hudson on p.10. Popularly known as ‘The Bear’, Mr Hudson has
been synonymous with St Albans School sport for very many years and
hundreds of pupils will have felt his drive and encouragement.
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New Pupils
September 2016
First Form

ADDO, Mykell
ADEKUNLE, Joshua
ANSTEE, Thomas E
AW, Daniel
AYO-IPAYE, Akintunde
BAKER, Seth H
BALOGUN, Tobilade J
BEAL, Finlay D
BISLIMI, Elion
CHAMADIA, Arush
CRUNDEN, Lucas P
CURRAN, Callum J
DAWE, Harry
DENTON, Imran
EAGLES, James
EL-HAMRI, Taha
FAIZAL, Harith
GARCIA-GHURAN, Alex A
HARLEY, Finn J
HILTON, Dylan J
ISAACS, Sammy
JAIN, Shaylin S
JEX, Oliver W
JHA, Aryan
KAHLON, Karam
KARIMBHAI, Zaki
KHIANI, Avinash R
KNOWLDEN, Thomas J
LANCASTER, Thomas W
LEVY, Zak S
LOWE, William D
LYTTON, Oliver D
MADGE, Aidan T
MARTIN, Matthew J
MAZHAR, Isa D
MCGOWAN, Oliver W
MCINTYRE, Ross
MCLEOD, Alexander S
MICHAELIDES, Alexandros C
MILTON, Dominic R
MILTON, Toby O
MIRZA, Ali S
MOLL, Noah S
MORRIS, Nathan D
MORRISON, Noah C
MORSIA, Matteo L
NATHAN, Joshua
NEWBERRY, Andrew J
OGLETHORPE, Harry M
PEARCY, Harry M
POOLEY, Edward A
RAYDEN, Thomas W
RICKLESS, Ben A
ROCHE, Michael
RODRIGUEZ, Arvin
ROSOGA, Albert
ROSS, Oliver S
SANDHU,Yuvrahn
SARAKEN, Mohanaruban
SAVVIDES, Adam C
SCOTT, Bryn E
SEGAL, Zachary J
SETTON, Jake L
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SINGH, Gauruv
STAVRINOU, Andreas
TADE, Adejare
TURNER, George R
VIVIAN, Joshua J
WARNAPALA, Inesh N
WARREN, Louis G
WHITING, Benjamin J
WICKRAMA-TUNGA, Anurin J
YIP, Ethan M

Third Form

ABBOTT-DRAKE, Daniel F
BALL, Thomas W
BIRCH, Sebastian E
BISSETT, Patrick J
BRIERS, Christopher G
BROWN, Joseph A
BUCKLEY, Charles D
BURNARD, Cameron J
BYKOV, Igor
CHAPMAN, Will
CHARLTON, Tom F
CHAUDHRY-PHIPPS, Sami H
DAVIES, Ethan H
DAVIES, Tim S
D’CRUZ MOORE, Alexander
DIONISIOU, Michael D
DOYLE, Finlay D
DRAKEFORD-HAFEEZ, Zak
EDWARDS, Jack G
FORSTER, Joseph J
GAMIL, Nazar
GEMMELL, Adam R
GILL, Ekom
GRANO, Roméo
HARRIS, Alexander R
HITCHIN, Thomas D
HORNE, Alexander J
JAMES, Will T
JEX, Edward J
JOHNS, Guy A
KHINCHIKASHVILI, Lasha
LAVERS, Alexander C
LOUCAIDES, Oliver G
LOWEN, Ben E
LYON, Thomas S
MACKIE, Andreas J
MANWARING, Henry G
MARTIN, Samuel D
MOHI, Sulemaan W
MONSHIZADEH-AZAR Soroush
NICHOLLS, Alec C
O’SULLIVAN, Thomas J
PENDELL, Adam J
POPAT, Dhilan K
QUESADA THORN, Jarl S
RAPACIOLI, Zach N
REAY-JONES, Samuel M
REED, Benjamin E
RHYDDERCH, Freddie L
ROBINSON, Adam T
ROSS, Dominic E
SANDERS, Bradley J

SARKAR, Shome
SCOTT, Thomas P
SHAH, Akash
SHAH, Luca N
SHERIDAN, Jodi J
SHOBEIRY, Eden
SPIRI, Samuel A
STELL, George J
STOCKBRIDGE, Ethan P
STOJILJKOVIC, Aleksandar
TEMPLE, Luke C
WEST, Callum P
WILLIAMS, Daniel A
WILLIS, Fraser D

Lower Sixth

ADAMS, Lucy G
AILLES, Katherine L
AKINSETE, Sanufunmi S
AZIZ, Ahmed
BANNON, Angela C
BARHAM, Isobel E
BRIERS, Alexandra S
CADMAN, Penny
CAWTHORNE, Imogen S
CLAYDEN, Anna M
COOP, Charlotte M
D’ARCY, Lee J
DYSON, Oliver H
EDMOND, Emily
FITZPATRICK, Lucy A
GASS, Charlotte V
GAY, Lily E
GRAHAM-BROWN, Kimberley J
GUPTA, Rishab
HANNA, Rachel K
HARRIS, William J
HARRISON, Lucy
HILTON, Olivia G
HORNE, Zoe A
IBBOTSON, William J
JAYSON, Lauren V
KELLEHER, Romy H
KILBY, Olivia E
MACGREGOR, Louise C
MANN, Sophie J
MCGAHAN, Rosie
MELLIS, Georgia C
MILLS, Anna S
MURRAY, Eve
OLNEY, Sophie M
PARLOUR, Rebecca
PATHMANATHAN, Anna H
REDWOOD, Lucy A
SHUKLA, Margita
SIBTAIN, Isabella S
STRAUSS-JONES, Alexander D
TEMPLE, Lucy E
TYLER, Tara
WAISMAN, Kiera
WALTERS, Ella
WATT, Melissa J
WILKINSON, Holly S
WRIGHT, Katie S
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New Staff
Arrivals in the Common Room
Mr Junaid Qasim joins the Religious Studies and Philosophy department. With a degree in Theology, Religion,
and Philosophy of Religion from the University of Cambridge, he is looking forward to seeing progress in students, and experiencing the School from a different faith background. Previously he taught at King Henry VIII’s
School in Coventry, and chose to teach at St Albans School based on its reputation as an independent school.
His first impression of the School is that, while there’s a lot to get his head around, the good behaviour and
eagerness of students impresses him. Outside School he enjoys football and cricket, and will also be contributing to them inside School.
Ms Rebecca Olaleye, the latest addition to the Drama department, joins us from Bucks
New University where she studied Drama. Being the first school at which she has taught, the high levels of
achievement and diverse culture at St Albans School have struck her most significantly. She is very enthusiastic
about joining the community and teaching her subject, of which her favourite aspect is the large amount of
fun involved in learning and developing the broad number of skills involved in Drama. Outside the School she
enjoys poetry, box set dramas, going to the theatre and allocating time for family.

Dr Donovan Young joins the Mathematics department. He studied Physics at McGull University in Canada
and graduated with honours, and joins St Albans School for his first year of teaching. However, he previously
lectured at Queen Mary University in London. His first impression is that the School has a lovely setting with
kind people, which is also why he chose to join the School. He looks forward to inspiring students. Outside
School, he enjoys walking and cycling.
Mr Lee Robinson is a new member of the Mathematics teaching staff. He studied Natural
Sciences at Durham University, specialising in Physics and Maths, and has been teaching for ten years, first in St
Albans Girls School and then the Priory in Lincoln. Mr Robinson enjoys singing – being part of the School choir –
playing sports, and is an avid Arsenal supporter. He likes all parts of Maths, but especially the way that completely
different sections of Maths can be interconnected. So far he likes the ambiance of the School due to the fact that
the pupils are so genuinely interested in what they are learning.
Dr Lesley Grey has joined the Science department this year as a Chemistry and Biology
teacher. She studied Medical Biochemistry at Surrey, and then went on to do a PhD at the National Institute
for Medical Research in Physical Biochemistry. She has previously taught at Queen Elizabeth School in Barnet.
Dr Grey enjoys singing in the choir and baking (incredible cookies). Her favourite part of teaching is doing
practicals, and she once managed to set fire to a classroom, though no damage was caused. So far at St Albans
Dr Grey has enjoyed meeting the students, but is still finding it hard to find her way around the School.
Ms Eilis Crowe joins the English department. She studied English Literature at University College Dublin and
completed her Masters in Early Modern English at Oxford University. With St Albans School being her first
teaching job, she has been impressed by the friendly attitude of pupils and is enjoying the amiable atmosphere.
Ms Crowe loves having the opportunity to get pupils interested and involved in new texts and seeing students’
abilities in English develop. Aside from her love for teaching English, she is also involved in the Drama department. Her hobbies include going to the theatre, watching the latest TV series and she is also fond of rugby.
Ms Rebecca D’Cruz has taken over the role of Head of Computing. She has taught at
various previous schools and lectured at Hertfordshire University. She studied Computer Science at Hertfordshire University and particularly enjoys the programming aspect of the subject. In the little free time she has,
she enjoys robotics and programming, as well as going on walks and swimming. Joining St Albans School, she
has noticed the incredible work ethic and impressive behaviour of the students. She is thrilled to bring Computer Science to the School, and is looking forward to challenging the pupils and watching them progress.

Ms Emma Russell is a new member of the Maths department. She studied Maths at the University of Cambridge, and is joining us for her first year of teaching. Her first impressions of the School were already formed
before teaching here because she studied here as a student, so as an Old Albanian she already has a strong
understanding of the School. Her favourite pastime is netball, and she looks forward to getting involved and
helping out in the future.
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Mr James Hickman, who previously taught at Bushey Academy, is joining the Geography department. He
studied Geography at Aberystwyth University in Wales, and he particularly enjoys the physical side of the
subject. This includes his love for geomorphology and glaciology. He enjoys scuba diving as a hobby as well as
playing the guitar, and he also enjoys going skiing during the winter. His first impressions of St Albans School
are of the refreshing culture of learning within the School. The students not only have a good attitude to learning, he says, but also an impressive enthusiasm for extra-curricular activities.

Mr Tom Smith joins the PE and Games department. He studied Sport and Exercise Science at Loughborough
University and has previously taught at Beauchamp School. His favourite part of his job is being able to do
sport outside everyday. His hobbies include playing rugby and cricket, and also watching American sports. His
first impressions of the School is that it is very busy, but with a good atmosphere and very polite people.

Miss Sophie Routledge joins the English department. She studied English Literature and Italian at Edinburgh
University. Her favourite part of her subject is the different interpretations and ideas that literature is open to,
as well as being able to live experiences of others through it. She enjoys yoga and reading in her spare time.
Her first impressions of the School so far are that there is a very positive atmosphere, aided by helpful and
friendly students, and that the School has some interesting traditions.

Mr James White joins the PE and Games department. He studied Business and Economics at Bath University and has previously taught at St Olave’s Grammar School. His favourite part of his subject is that it keeps
people fit and healthy, allows people to try new things and pushes them to be the best they can be. He enjoys
playing rugby and golf and spending time with his family. His first impressions of the School are that the students are very hard working and the staff are very talented.

Mrs Samantha Forbes-Whitehead joins the Art department as the Head of Art, previously having taught at The
Mount School in York and Sherrardswood School in Welwyn Garden City. She likes the history and beauty of
the School and the enthusiasm of the pupils and hopes to see fantastic art. Mrs Forbes-Whitehead studied
Fine Art at Leicester University, and in her free time she enjoys creating her own art and visiting galleries, and
she is also a huge Lord of the Rings fan. She is also fascinated with the North Pole, particularly Svalbard, as well
as old maps.
Mr Jordan Cox is a new member of the PE teaching staff. He studied Human Biology and Sports Studies at
Hertfordshire University, and St Albans is the first school at which he has taught. His first impressions of the
School so far are very positive and he thinks that all the teaching staff and pupils are delightful, except Mr
Walmsley, who is exceptionally delightful. Mr Cox enjoys teaching PE because it is a chance for him to do
what he loves for a living. In his free time Jordan likes playing rugby and going to the gym. He is also loves
cooking and is a great fan of Bake Off.
Mr Kyran Bracken joins the PE and Games department as Elite Sport Development
Manager and 1st XV Head Coach. He studied Law at the University of Bristol. He was a participant in the
2003 Rugby World Cup winning England squad and won fifty-one international caps and toured with the
British and Irish Lions. The scrum-half captained the England squad on a tour to North America in 2001. He is
also a former captain of Saracens with 128 appearances over ten years at the club.
Dr Johanna Eastmond joins the Science department – she studied Natural Sciences at
Cambridge followed by a PhD in Plant Biochemistry. After university, Dr Eastmond worked
as a research scientist for about five years at the universities of Edinburgh and York. Her first teaching job
was at Henley-in-Arden School in Warwickshire where she taught for four years, and then at Verulam School
in St Albans. Her first impressions of the School are that students have a great attitude to learning and her
colleagues are friendly and supportive. She also loves having lots of great scientific equipment for practicals.
Outside School, Dr Eastmond enjoys gardening, walking and getting outdoors with her two young daughters.
She is also a keen singer and sings regularly at the Abbey.
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Destinations of Leavers
Higher Education Destinations of Old Albanians 2016
Name

Destination

Thomas Abrey
Southampton
Thomas Alexander
Oxford
Jennifer Allen
Lancaster
Christopher Americanos
Warwick
Henry Amos
Bath
Gaouthaman Balasubramaniam
Sheffield
Cem Balci
Imperial College London
Luke Bannerman
Birmingham
Oliver Barlow
Oxford
Toby Barnes
Oxford
Ben Bell
Queens Belfast
Sammee Bhatti
Bath
Thomas Boon
Bath
Kavit Borkhataria
Oxford
Richard Borlin
York
Nico Bosatta
Liverpool
Sean Bracebridge
Oxford
William Brecknell
Exeter
Joseph Brennan
Nottingham
Sebastian Bretnall
Nottingham
Toby Brion
Nottingham
Simon Brooks
Southampton
Thomas Carter
Bath
Alasdair Charlesworth
Nottingham
Emily Childs
Edinburgh
Dominika Chmurzynska
London School of Economics
Louis Clayden
Durham
Oliver Cohen
Bristol
Oliver Conway
Manchester
Alexander Cook
Durham
Amelia Cook
Southampton
Joshua Cooke
Durham
Matthew Cousins
Exeter
Joshua Davies
Leicester
James de la Hunty
York
David Degirmenci		
Joseph Dinwoodie
Cardiff
Sara Dixon
Sheffield
Joseph Dobbs
Leeds
Jack Dobson
Durham
Oliver Edmond
Nottingham
Matthew Edwards
Nottingham
Natasha Ferguson
Southampton
Matthew Field
Leicester
Nirav Ganju-Cass
Imperial College London
Megan Gardner
Nottingham
Elizabeth Georgiou
Leeds
Anthony Georgiou
UCL
Jessica Goldie
Leicester
William Goring-Jones
Nottingham
Peter Gosling
Durham
George Grant
Imperial College London
Matthew Halliday
Nottingham
Thomas Halling
Bath
James Halstead		
Hugo Harding
Reading
Omeiza Haruna
Loughborough
Benjamin Harvey		
Ben Hemsi
Oxford
Charles Hextall
Liverpool
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Course
Electronic Engineering (4 years)
History and Economics
Marketing Management
Engineering
Civil and Architectural Engineering
Economics and Politics
English
Law
Geography
Economics and Management
Geography
Mechanical Engineering
Economics
Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Economics
Zoology
Music
Medical Sciences
Economics
History
Aerospace Engineering
Computer Science
Politics and International Relations.
History
French and Spanish
Politics and Philosophy
Economics with Management
Physics
Physics
Natural Sciences
Marketing
International Relations
Biochemistry
Medical Biochemistry
Economics
Applying 2017
History
Geography
Politics
Computer Science
Medicine
Mechanical Engineering
Physics with Astronomy (4 years)
English and History
Design Engineering
Biology
Geography
Mathematics
Physics with Astrophysics
Ancient History
Economics with Management
Materials Science and Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Applying 2017
Real Estate
Fine Art
Applying 2017
Chemistry
Medicine

Ins & Outs
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Tomas Hill Lopez-Menchero
Durham
Rosie Hudson
Nottingham
Travis Hudson		
Edward Hunt
Oxford
Archie Hunter		
Alexander Isitt
Nottingham
Charlotte Jackman
Nottingham
Alexander Jennings
Warwick
Aditya Joshi
Imperial College London
Amy Keenan
Warwick
Molly Keenan		
Georgia Kelsey
Oxford
Kishan Khushal
Nottingham
James Kirsch
Oxford
Michael Kossifos
UCL
Stanislav Kudryashov
Leeds
Darren Lai
Nottingham
Matthew Lavelle
Durham
Oliver Laws-Mather
St Andrews
Matthew Loreti
Nottingham
Richard Lu		
Annabel MacGregor
Bristol
Harry Manning
Southampton
Jack Mawer
Birmingham
Harriett Maxted
St Andrews
Thomas May
Bristol
William Maynard
Strathclyde
Matthew McClafferty
Birmingham
Thomas McGorrian
Bristol
Alec McQuarrie
Oxford
Maya Mendoza
Oxford
Daniel Metcalf		
Michael Miltiadous
Nottingham
Sahil Modi
Brighton & Sussex Medical
Malik Muhseen
York
King Ng
Returned to Macau
Charlotte Nissen
Manchester
Samuel Okine
Nottingham
Charles Oliver
Newcastle
Vishal Patel
Bath
William Pavey
Warwick
Owen Pearce
Nottingham
Thomas Pearson
Birmingham
Adam Pittal
London School of Economics
Theo Ploutarhou
Manchester
Jemima Pottinger
Edinburgh
Harvey Presence
Nottingham
Josephina Price
Birmingham
Elena Pritchard
Loughborough
Harrison Pyrke
Birmingham
Miklas Riechmann
Glasgow
Imogen Robertson
Bristol
Michael Roche
Cardiff
William Rouse
Cardiff
Jake Sahota
Nottingham
Thomas Sanderson
Bath
John Saunders
Oxford
Thomas Savage
Bristol
Joseph Sayers
Leeds
Freddie Scutt
Durham
Jamie Seechurn
Nottingham
Thayaparan Senthuran
UCL
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Modern Languages and Cultures (with Year Abroad)
History
Applying 2017
History
Applying 2017
Philosophy
Veterinary Medicine
History and Politics
Biomedical Science
Law and Sociology
Applying 2017
Economics and Management
Economics
Engineering
Biochemistry
Philosophy and Politics
Architecture
Biological Sciences
Geography
Philosophy
Applying 2017
Mathematics and Computer Science
Medicine BMBS and BMedSc (5 year)
Electronic and Electrical Engineering
Philosophy
Biochemistry
Finance
Philosophy
Civil Engineering
Beginners’ Modern Greek and Linguistics
Medicine
Applying 2017
Philosophy
Medicine
Economics
Geography
Philosophy
Medicine (stage 1 entry)
Economics (with placement)
Economics
Mechanical Engineering
BSc Biological Science with International Year
Accounting and Finance
Architecture
Medicine
Philosophy, Politics and Economics
Biochemistry
Sport and Exercise Science
History
Electronic and Software Engineering
Biochemistry
Music
Law and French (Integrated)
Economics
Mathematics
Engineering
Economics and Mathematics
Ancient History and History
Biological Sciences
Business and Economy of Contemporary China
Economics and Business with East European Studies

The Albanian 2016

Kazi Shahabuddin
London School of Economics
Jasmine Shobeiry		
Katherine Shreeves
Birmingham
Matthew Silver
Nottingham Trent
Eleanor Sinfield
Oxford
James Smillie
Central School of Speech and Drama
Adam Spooner
Nottingham
Vinothan Sriganesh
Bath
Jack Swan
Leeds
Alexander Thomson
Nottingham
Zak Tooth
Coventry
Hamish Tyler
Durham
Alexandra Vickerstaff
Nottingham
Frederick Walters
Southampton
Alexander Wick
Nottingham
Robert Williams
Bath
Keagan Witts
Queen Mary London
Peter Wood
Manchester
Jack Wray
Bath
Samuel Wright
Nottingham
Nicholas Yap		
Alexander Zonneveld
Nottingham

Accounting and Finance
Applying 2017
Political Science and Philosophy with Year Abroad
Criminology
English Language and Literature
Production Lighting
Geography
Mechanical Engineering
International Business and Spanish
Geography
Graphic Design
Economics
French Studies
History
History and Politics
Mathematics
Biomedical Sciences
Politics and International Relations
Business Administration (with professional placement)
Politics and International Relations
Applying 2017
History

Party time at Graduation before the Upper
Sixth depart for educational pastures new

The Albanian 2016
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Staff Farewells
Chris arrived as Head of PE twenty seven years ago, joining a very different department and
School. A team of three staff ran a programme from the gym and King Harry fields. Since
taking on the role of Head of PE, Chris has made a dramatic impact on the School. Over
3,000 students graduated during his tenure and all will have been affected and encouraged
by his drive, passion and commitment.
His energy is boundless and many A level PE students will still live by his command of ‘work
harder’. The instigation and development of the Sports Tours fundraising Committee was
very much his initiative and hundreds of students benefited from the opportunity to tour,
both at home and abroad. Without his passion and commitment these tours would not
have happened, or would have cost the participants and their families significantly more
money.
During his time there have been many developments, the first being the extension of the
gym to include a balcony with fitness suite. Then the Cheapside Farm was converted into
the Woollams Playing Fields. Chris had a vision of every space being used for sport.

Chris Hudson

On site too, the development of the Sports Centre created a superb facility, but also posed
his department many challenges. New areas of the curriculum meant the team had to come
up to speed with the new taught activities, like swimming and climbing.
Chris oversaw the introduction of academic PE lessons and this helped to raise the department’s profile in the School. Outstanding achievement by the pupils taking these courses
was down to their commitment, intelligence and hard work, but was underpinned by high
quality and engaging lessons.
Chris’s formidable drive and passion was centred on the students and his desire for them
to have as many, and varied, opportunities as possible and for them to strive to be the best
that they could be. An outstanding sportsman in his own right, Chris instilled his high standards in all his pupils. The School’s status in sport in Hertfordshire has grown immeasurably
as a result.
Chris’s dedication sometimes bordered on the obsessive, and Sue and the boys certainly
had to sacrifice a lot of family time to support his commitment. If you can’t beat them, join
them, and so Sue, Bradley and Travis have given huge amounts of their time and energy,
including sacrificing family holidays, to the School and Chris’s vision for sport. We will not
only miss Chris but also the huge contribution made by Sue over the many years of her
connection to the School.
MJL
Hilary joined the History department in 1990, in a part time capacity, and with a stated
belief that she probably wouldn’t be around for long, as she might have to move out of the
area. Twenty six years later she retired from the School having established herself as an integral part of the staff and a warm, trusted colleague who will be missed. Obvious from the
start was her piercing intellect, love of History and her ability to develop instant rapport
with her pupils. Her ability to generate enthusiasm for the subject lower down the School
ensured that classes attempted numerous reconstructions, from 19th century mining conditions to medieval scriptoriums. In later years she concentrated more on Ancient History
and became the bedrock on which the success of the department was built.

Hilary Swain

Hilary epitomised why outstanding teaching is really very simple: it requires three things
which she had in abundance: a very deep and broad subject knowledge, reflected in the fact
that she, along with Mark Davies, wrote and had published by Routledge a text book for the
Ancient History course as she felt that all other available books were inadequate; an infectiously enthusiastic interest in the political machinations of ancient Rome and a passion for
conveying this to her students; she cared deeply for her students and invested much time
and energy in ensuring that they did the best they could. Her success as a teacher was not
only reflected in the outstanding results which her students achieved but also in the fact
that so many went on to read Ancient History at university. As a colleague Hilary was kind,
caring and supportive, always willing to offer genuinely wise words of advice.
Now that Hilary has decided to retire we can wish her and Chris well for the future and
she can dedicate her time to her love of travelling and to her growing family of grandchildren. She goes with our thanks and best wishes for the future.
TJM/DMR

10

Ins & Outs

The Albanian 2016

Tim Jenkins joined us in 1991, and leaves after twenty five fruitful years. In this time he has
moved his department twice – from what is now the English Centre to the top floor of Languages, and from there to Aquis Court. For a while his kingdom also included what is now the
bag store by the Refectory, so Tim is probably the only teacher to have spanned the whole site.
While there was already a tradition of gallery visits, it was Tim who started the drawing
trips to Leigh on Sea and the London galleries, and it was his initiative to take Art trips to
foreign cities, including Barcelona, Paris and Amsterdam. These have been well-planned and
run with enthusiasm, and many of us have benefited from Tim’s knowledge of back-street
eateries over the years, whether it was the best chip shop or ice cream seller in Leigh on
Sea, or the finest Chinese restaurant in Amsterdam.
As a fine artist who practises what he preaches, Tim has introduced countless students to
ways of looking as well as the more obvious techniques of painting and drawing. Painting and print-making have in recent years been joined by three-dimensional work as the
Department benefited from both a kiln and an artist-in-residence, as well as the application
of computers to the making of artwork.
Tim is not only retiring, but also moving, and we wish him, Caroline and Holly all the very
best as they head off to the Fylde coast. I’m sure Tim will soon be cycling, and painting in
the new studio he plans to build. We thank Tim for all he has done on behalf of all the students that have passed through the Art Department in the last twenty five years.

Tim Jenkins

PWT
Eighteen years after first arriving at the Abbey Gateway, Mark Pedroz has hung up his board
marker for the last time. He leaves behind him a considerable legacy, not only to the English
Department but to the School as a whole.
Mark was instrumental in revitalising the English Department, bringing drive, organisation
and a clear vision; he quite literally rewrote the handbook and just about every programme
of study. Over the years he also used considerable experience and skill as an examiner, both
for CIE and OCR. The inside knowledge he brought from this practice shaped the Department’s pedagogy.
In spite of this rigour and organisation, as a classroom practitioner, Mark was wholly comfortable performing off the cuff, and could hold forth on subjects as diverse as the Elizabethan magician John Dee and the regeneration of Milton Keynes. He was acutely aware of
the good English teacher’s role in widening and deepening a student’s cultural background
and general knowledge, and through teaching and anecdote, helping them realise how
writers articulate worlds and experiences that are at once both remote from our own and
yet emotionally familiar.
He stepped down from the position of Head of Department to concentrate on his examination work and was exceptionally helpful and supportive to me as his successor. His advice
was valued then and it remains so now.

Mark Pedroz

The School could also count on Mark for stepping into the breach, be it as temporary Director of Studies, drama director, form tutor or cricket umpire. He was (and is) that most
old-fashioned and rare of things: a good all-round schoolmaster. We are fortunate to have
continuing access to his knowledge and advice, and wish him all the best for the many new
ventures on which he is now embarking.
JDH
Ian joined St Albans School in 1999 to teach Economics, arriving straight from Leeds
University. Having brought new energy to the department and introduced several new
Economics games, he was appointed Head of the department in January of 2004. Having
worked closely with the Director of Studies managing exams data, he was promoted to the
position of Assistant Director of Studies in 2009. In 2013 was appointed Deputy Head of
Sixth Form with responsibility for UCAS applications and TSA preparations.
Aside from his work with the Economics department, he made significant contributions elsewhere. An avid runner himself, he ably supported the School’s cross country
programme and coached athletics for a number of years. He led the School’s Economics
Society, welcoming in outside speakers and encouraging students to deliver their own seminars. Additionally, he was a keen guitar player, making several appearances in the staff band
and had the honour of judging the house music competition. Ian left St Albans in December
2015 to take up a position at Tonbridge School, Kent.

Ian Black

GDN
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Bruce made the transition from an East London state school to St Albans in 1999. An
Oxford graduate, he had started out in the city as an investment manager but soon saw the
light and entered the teaching profession in order to pass on his passion for mathematics
to younger generations.
At St Albans School he soon established himself as a fine teacher, using appropriate resources,
from dice to a bicycle, while often wearing eye-catching mathematical ties. Bruce was able to
teach every aspect of the A level course and, as a contributor to a GCSE textbook, was an
expert on the syllabus. As an examiner of both exam scripts and coursework, his advice to
the department was invaluable. He took on the responsibility of organising guest speakers, following the inauguration of the Harry Schofield Mathematical Society, and students have been
introduced to thought-provoking, whilst entertaining, lectures as a result.

Bruce Balden

He was a Lower School tutor for many years, leading several successful trips to Pen Arthur
and organising carol singing in the Maltings as well as cycle rides to raise money for charity.
He also organised an annual trip to Bletchley Park for the whole of the Second Form with
a subsequent coding competition. Over the years he has given several insightful sermons at
Abbey assemblies and was a useful member of the tenor section of the School choir for a
number of years. Pupils also benefited from his knowledge and experience of cricket and he
arranged annual golf tours, both in this country and in Europe.
He is, of course, our own television star, appearing at seven year intervals on the series ’56
Up’ which has given us an insight into his family life as well. Bruce has been an amiable, generous and supportive colleague who will be very much missed. We wish him a long, happy
and healthy retirement.
JH

David joined us in 2002, teaching and supporting ICT. Despite this being his first teaching
position, he rapidly demonstrated his proficiency in the classroom, and became Head of the
ICT department after a year in post.
David realised his vision for an ICT curriculum grounded in practically-based, nationally recognised qualifications over the next few years, introducing the European Computer Driving
Licence (ECDL), the e-Type touch-typing qualification, and the eSafety certificate, for all
pupils. He was also pleased to have the opportunity to teach all three of his sons during
their St Albans School careers.

David Richards

An enthusiastic and good-humoured tutor, David consistently showed authentic concern
for both the academic success and personal wellbeing of his tutees, particularly in their
preparations for their futures. It was therefore unsurprising when, in 2009, he was chosen
to take up the mantle as Head of Careers, a role he was especially passionate about. David
evolved the careers services within the School, most notably by running regular careers
evenings, with presentations from credible businessmen and women, and focusing on such
industries as science and engineering, banking and finance, and medicine. He also ran the
Morrisby assessment, providing tailored careers and education advice for all Fifth Formers.
David contributed substantially to extracurricular activities, leading squash and tennis for
many years, along with an annual pre-season tennis and cricket camp to Millfield School
in Somerset each Easter. An avid runner, David is retiring to spend more time running and
travelling. He has been an encouraging and dynamic Head of Department, and a supportive
colleague and friend, and will be greatly missed. We wish him every success and happiness
for the future.
NSC
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Tracey joined the School in 2003, and as a former HoD herself, she arrived as the most
qualified and experienced member of the RS department, so no doubt had to do an awful
lot of tongue biting. But it is this experience and nature that has been so beneficial to
the RS Department. She is an engaging and confident teacher who, if the noise from the
heated discussions heard from H3 are anything to go by, always encourages her students to
question the world around them. Within the department, it is her willingness to offer timely
advice without ever being overbearing or pushy that I have valued. She has accompanied
many school trips, including the Battlefields and Hampton Court trips for History and the
Durham trip for RS, always maintaining a fondness for her old University town.
She has also played a large part in contributing to the wider life of the School, including a
Sixth Form cookery club which aimed to teach pupils not to starve at university. She was
also in charge of Swimming before we had a swimming pool, which is a feat indeed.
Tracey is always guided by her love of, and unwavering selfless commitment to, her children.
It is concern for them and her wish to give them the best life she can which has driven
her decision to return to her beloved Durham and begin a new life where she can provide
them with space to live and grow, with more of her time.
It takes a brave and determined person to leave a School that she has loved being a part of
for over a decade and pursue a new life for the benefit of her children, so, although we are
extremely sorry to see her go, we know it is the best decision for her and her family, and
therefore simply wish her all the very best.

Tracey Black

CAM
After eight successful years at St Albans School, Dave leaves us to take up a well merited
promotion as Head of Sixth Form at Victoria College on the island of Jersey.
Dave joined us in 2008 from Chester School and it didn’t take long for him to establish
himself as a true all-round school master; his passion for both the academic and co-curricular aspects of school life saw him go above and beyond in terms of hours committed to
his job. His expectations of the pupils and himself were high and unwavering, and it is no
coincidence that the Geography Department thrived under his leadership.
Posh, thick-set, grumpy, handsome, sarcastic… no matter how you’d describe Dave, he has
been a good egg. His departure will be felt across the School community. He has been loyal
and committed and added great value in every aspect he’s been involved in; Head of Geography, Ex-deputy Head of Sixth Form, rugby coach, occasional helper with cricket, try-hard
singer and excellent Sixth Form tutor. A man of strong morals and principles, highly professional and genuinely respected by pupils and staff. A man of great integrity and certainly
someone you can trust. Schools feel the departure of teachers such as Dave, and we will be
very sorry to see him go.
We wish Dave,Vicki, Dylan, Arlo and Lila all the best as they embark on their exciting
journey to Jersey in this new phase of their lives. Our loss is certainly Victoria College’s gain.
GSB

David Payne

Tom Ross has been a teacher of energy, initiative and inspiration. He sets goals and encourages his pupils to aspire. Many achieved more than they thought possible under his care and
guidance. He was organised and thoughtful within the Department, keen to progress new
plans for the betterment of all. He gave fully of his time here, never counting hours, just
using his time to help others. His passion is rugby and he went on to coach with Saracens
Academy, Hertfordshire County and semi-professionally with Old Verulamiums RFC. Promotion takes him to Exeter School and Head of Rugby and we know he will make a great
success of this. We wish him all the best.
CCH

Tom Ross
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Tom Robinson joined the School in 2012 and, although only in the Common Room for four
years, managed to cram an incredible amount into this time. Within the Science Faculty he
was second in the Biology Department, co-ordinated the Stephen Hawking Society and
ran the inaugural stretch and challenge trips for the Sixth Form. This latter activity demonstrated his sheer enthusiasm; motivating Upper Sixth biologists to wake up early and give
up their Sunday to learn more about the subject was a real coup.
Tom was also a very active member of the musical extra-curricular programme, enjoying a
wide range of roles and responsibilities and wowing audiences as part of the highly successful School Barbershop group. In one quite remarkable incident he even convinced the organ
scholar to work the Jurassic Park theme into the organ voluntary during an Abbey service.

Tom Robinson

On Saturdays throughout the Spring and Summer terms he could be found at the Woollam
Playing Fields, developing the young association footballers and cricketers of the future.
However, it was his roving role on the Common Room Committee that really demonstrated his industry and passion. As party-planner extraordinaire he was responsible for hosting
some cracking staff parties. Tom was very much a bright ray of sunshine in the School,
impeccably mannered and always kind of heart. While we wish him well at City of London
School for Boys, he will be very much missed by staff and students alike.
MJS
In four packed years at St Albans School, Melanie Jardine has made an outstanding contribution to the teaching of Spanish and French throughout St Albans School.
Her passion for language learning and teaching, her zest and her enthusiasm are the stuff of
legend. Melanie has been a model of dedication to the highest standards, building excellent
relationships with her pupils and meeting their needs in an imaginative way. Her optimism
and ability to persevere in the face of challenges have been an inspiring influence, both
inside the classroom and beyond. All her pupils, particularly in the younger classes, have
benefited enormously from her artistic gifts and creativity in the classroom, which have
enhanced their sense of fun and excitement in language learning. Melanie’s passion for her
subject has undoubtedly encouraged many pupils to study languages both throughout the
School and at university level.
Melanie has been a witty, popular and versatile contributor to BLR Assemblies, where her
love of nature and deep knowledge of wild birdlife have been shared and much appreciated.

Melanie Jardine

Melanie has been an invaluable colleague during numerous Spanish Exchange trips to Santander, where her knowledge of history and culture has been a great asset. She embodies
the ideal of being a lifelong learner, and it is a little-known fact that she is about to complete
an MA degree course in Mediaeval History, specialising in the fascinating Beguine community.
Melanie will be sorely missed by colleagues and pupils alike. We would like to thank her for
all her tremendous hard work and outstanding dedication over the last four years. We send
warmest wishes to Melanie and her husband for a long and happy retirement, as they leave
these shores to embark on their new life in the south of Spain.
DSP
Dhara joined us just three short years ago but in that time has been an excellent colleague
and member of the Maths Department; she is super organised, reliable, quietly efficient and
supportive. Her students have enjoyed the variety and enthusiasm that she brought to the
classroom across the whole age range and she has taken the opportunity to extend the
range of Sixth Form modules that she can teach.
She has been an accomplished and caring Sixth Form tutor, keeping a watchful eye over the
young people in her care.
She built up the Junior Maths Club so successfully that in the summer off 2015 our team
was outright winner at regional level and went on to take 10th place at the final in London.
Outside the classroom she soon became involved in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and
also volunteered to help out at athletics meetings to record results.

Dhara Patel
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We will certainly miss Dhara, but wish her a very successful onwards and upwards move to
Dubai.
JH
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Jordan Blaxill established himself quickly as a key member of the Drama department,
enthusing students with innovative lessons. A graduate of RADA, he knows a thing or two
about acting and was always keen to pass on his experience and knowledge. He did so with
energy and good humour in the various spaces in New Place and was a useful springboard
for discussion after the Department’s many trips to the theatre, whether in London or
Stratford. He made a great contribution to a number of School productions, with an accomplished eye and ear for what is effective on stage. His swansong was the almighty task
of organising the main production of the last year, Into the Woods. An ambitious and complex
show, demanding clarity of narrative and confidence in numerous roles, it was a great
success and played to packed houses. The lively success of the Christmas show is a tribute
to Jordan’s patience, vision and care. Those virtues of patience and care were also the
hallmark of Jordan’s work as a Lower School tutor, introducing the boys to the rigours of
secondary school life. We wish Jordan all the best for his new life in Canada.
NJC

Jordan Blaxill
I first met Allison Puranik at a training meeting for new A Level coursework moderators
a few years ago in Coventry. New moderators are often a little diffident, finding their
feet before rocking the boat. This lady asked probing, trenchant questions from the start.
And what’s more, in an American accent. I knew she’d be trouble. But I was wrong. Allison
turned out to be a sharp, discriminating and highly organised moderator and an essential
asset to the team, so when the School advertised an English post, I was delighted when
Allison applied for the post and was appointed. All those attributes which Allison had
shown in her moderating work were apparent in her work in the School. Highly organised
and with a fetish for stationery, she ensured each of us had a large box full of pens, markers,
gluesticks, highlighters and much else at the start of the year and she pinned down mark
schemes to within an inch of their life. Never one just to accept the status quo, she questioned everything, and taught her students and tutees to do the same, to apply intellectual
rigour to investigate, challenge and inquire. She worked with enormous conscientiousness
and expected the same of her pupils, encouraging them to raise their standards and expect
more of themselves. Above all, she was deeply interested in every individual, always trying
to get the best for and from each student. She will be fondly remembered for energising
the English Department, particularly for her organisation of our inaugural entry into the
Poetry by Heart competition, sending our first School winner through to the regional and
national finals in Cambridge. Allison has moved to Stowe, to be Head of Department and
Chair of Faculty, and it is certain that there will be some shaking up, some new ideas and a
lot of fun. We wish her and her family all the best in their new life in Buckinghamshire.

Allison Puranik

NJC
Bethany Nichols joined the St Albans School Biology Department in September 2015 as a
maternity cover. Having come to us direct from her Bachelor’s degree in Biological Sciences,
she quickly became a key member of the department. Her particular biological interest is
for plant biology and she was quick to try and emphasise the importance of plants to her
students. In her short time with us she has been keen to be involved in the wider life of
the School and alongside her Biology teaching she has helped out with our Partnership
programme, hockey, the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and has assisted in a variety of trips
both within and outside the department. During the year she has brightened up the Biology
office, both figuratively and literally, with her positive outlook and artistic talents both
adding substantially to the department. Over the course of her time here she has worked
tirelessly to aid our students in both their study of Biology and Chemistry. While she has
enjoyed her time with us, she misses her study of Biology and is leaving us now to pursue a
PhD in computational modelling in Biology and we wish her all success in this endeavour.
RJL

Bethany Nichols
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The Headmaster’s Address
Mr Chairman and Mrs Eames,
Madam Mayor, Professor and Mrs
Munton, distinguished guests, ladies
and gentlemen, it gives me great
pleasure, and no little pride, to
present my report at this event
which marks the conclusion, and
recognises the achievements, of
the academic year 2015 to 2016.
However, I want to take advantage
of this opportunity, not just to
celebrate the progress and achievements of our pupils over the last
twelve months but also to look to
the future of the School. Achievements are rightly recognised by the
award of many prizes, but however
impressive and praiseworthy
individual achievements may be,
there are significant aspects of the
School’s life and the progress of
its pupils that are not, and cannot
be, adequately represented by the
award of prizes. So this evening it
will not just be me talking about
the achievements of our pupils,
but we will hear from some of the
pupils first hand. They have been
chosen to be the representatives
of excellence in a variety of areas
of school life: I am most grateful
both to them and to the members
of staff who have helped to prepare
them for this evening.
September 2015 saw a typical
intake of 11 year old boys into
the First Form: typical in that it
comprised 73 boys sub-divided
into the usual three forms, but all
of them of course individuals and,
as we were to discover, a few of
them were not afraid to display
their very individual characteristics
during the year! The culmination of
their first year in the School was
each form’s much-anticipated week
at Pen Arthur, fondly remembered
by many generations of St Albans
School boys as one of the highlights
of their time at the School. Arthur
Roberts, now of the Second Form,
will shortly read to us an extract
from his Pen Arthur diary. Before
he does I would like to share with
you the following extract, not from
Arthur’s diary but rather from that
of one of his peers who I think
should remain nameless, which
amused both Mr Swanson and me,
encapsulating as it does some of
the existential angst of the prototeenager:

The address given
by the Headmaster,
Jonathan Gillespie,
at the Prizegiving
Ceremony on 19
September 2016

Sunday Morning. I rolled my bag down
the hill with my dad. I kept muttering
“you can go now, you can go now”. He
didn’t. He said goodbye to me (just a
hug luckily) and went off. Everyone
got onto the bus and said their last
goodbyes.There were those last few
parents overreacting that their child
was leaving for a whole five days. As
soon as I sat down I got my iPad out
and started the movie. I felt a bit antisocial.Then I looked back at the bus
and saw everyone else doing the exact
same as me.That’s 1.3 for you.
But this was clearly a transformational week, as this extract about
the final night of the trip explains:
We were given our electronics to
charge overnight. …. I was very tired
so I didn’t go on my iPad.Yes, that is
the truth. I was so tired. I put my iPad
on charge and went to sleep.
And now, over to Arthur and his
Pen Arthur Diary.
(Arthur Roberts read from his diary)
A new school year is now underway with all the renewals and
transitions each September brings.
Arthur and his contemporaries
have progressed into the Second
Form, and a new cohort of 11 year
old boys have embarked on their
educational voyage with us. At
present their Pen Arthur adventure
next June seems a long way off. A
particular cause for celebration
this year is the 25th anniversary of
the arrival of girls into the Sixth
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Form in 1991. We were delighted
to welcome many female OAs back
to the School last Saturday to mark
this anniversary. To judge from
anecdotal evidence the experience of the girls currently in the
Sixth Form is rather different from
that of the pioneers of the 1990s!
With forty girls in each of the two
Sixth Form year groups this year,
our co-educational Sixth Form is
very firmly established and we look
forward with confidence to the
next quarter century in the knowledge that anyone who persists in
using the acronym of STABs is very
much behind the times.
Whilst it is of course appropriate
that we take the opportunity to
celebrate the immediate milestones
as well as the longer-standing
waymarks in the history of our
great school, an important part of
my role and that of the governors
is to ensure that our focus remains
sharply on the evolution of our
provision over the years ahead.
Much time and mental energy has
been devoted to this task over
the last two years since I took up
my post. My listening ear has been
engaged in all manner of contexts,
both formal and informal. In the
spring of 2015 we conducted the
first parental survey for many years
and engaged some consultancy
work which included research
with those who had chosen not
to accept an offer of a place.
The Governors and the Advisory
Council held a Strategy Day in the
summer of 2015, following which a
Strategic Working Party, comprising
governors and the Senior Leadership Team, met on a regular basis
through last academic year. One of
our key tasks was to update the
aims of the School, the current
version of which had served its
time well but to my mind now
appeared somewhat unambitious
for a School with so many current
strengths.
It therefore gives me great pleasure
this evening to announce the fruits
of our collective labours. In setting
about this task we have taken as
our starting point the School’s
motto. This may seem an obvious
foundation, for I am sure that you
will all remember from our annual
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Commemoration of Benefactors that it links us to one of the
original Masters of the School in
the 12th century, Abbott Geoffrey
de Gorham, whose family motto
it was. In focusing on the future
of the School we are conscious
that however deep the historical
foundations, this motto is a unique
and distinctive feature of our
School and something that came
across from individual feedback as
promoting qualities for which there
was a strong sense of support, and
indeed passion, across the whole
school community. So we have
taken our motto – non nobis nati,
born not for ourselves – not just as
our starting point but have placed
it at the heart of our revisions.

To help each pupil to flourish intellectually and personally, developing
self-knowledge and self-confidence in
order to find meaning and purpose
in life.
It is significant that our vision
focuses on the individual pupil
rather than on the School as an
institution.

The updated aims of the School
are also being launched this evening
together with the revised ethos
and our new vision statement.You’ll
probably be relieved that I am not
going to go through each of the
new aims one by one. They have
been posted on the School website
to coincide with this speech, and
other than the fact that it would
be very poor manners, firstly to
The next task was to revise our
use a portable device in a place
ethos statement. In going about
of worship, and secondly to do so
this the intention was not, and the
while I or anyone else is speakoutcome has not been, to change
ing – and I would prefer to avoid
the ethos of the School but rather
my colleagues having to issue white
to update its description, ensurslips to pupils and/or their parents
ing that it is an accurate reflection
on such an occasion – they are
of the ideals that characterise St
available for perusal at your leisure.
st
Albans School in its 21 century
Furthermore, a brochure summaincarnation. I believe this is a powrising the key features of my speech
erful statement of what we are and
will be placed in your hand as you
I hope you share my enthusiasm for
leave the Abbey this evening.
it. The School’s new ethos statement reads:
By way of illustration I would
however like to highlight two of
Over seventeen hundred years ago
our revised aims. Our aim to inspire
Saint Alban, a seeker after truth,
a love of learning and intellectual
lived and died in this place.Today,
enquiry and to enable pupils to
more than one thousand years since
develop independent, searching minds
its foundation, this School which bears
in fulfilling their academic potential is
his name continues to foster scholarmuch broader than a focus on exship and intellectual enquiry at the
amination results and sits comfortheart of an exceptional holistic educaably with the fact that this School
tion. Enriched by inspirational teachhas no aspirations to be a leagueing, wide-ranging academic, cultural
table obsessed academic hothouse
and sporting opportunities and strong
or examination factory. One of the
pastoral care our pupils develop a
many ways in which the School
love of learning together with the
has sought to foster intellectual
values, skills and qualities to enable
development in recent years is
them to live successful and happy
through encouraging Sixth Formers
adult lives in an ever-changing world,
to undertake the Extended Project
faithful to the altruism of our motto.
Qualification which, we believe,
Our next task, before turning our
provides an important opportunity
attention to the detailed aims, was to prepare for the nature of indeto develop a vision statement for
pendent study, research and learnthe School. This is important in
ing at university. The rhythm of the
defining who we are and what we academic enrichment programme
stand for, both today and in the
in the Lower Sixth year has been
future, and will help us to position adjusted to allow time earlier in the
the School for continued success.
Sixth Form course to start work
The School’s new vision statement on the Extended Project, so that
reads:
many Sixth Formers will be in a
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position to draw on their research
in writing their personal statement
for their UCAS application, even
if the completion of the project
is still some way off. In addition,
we have been encouraging the
uptake in the Middle School of the
Higher Project Qualification in
order to foster the skills that will
be beneficial in the Sixth Form and
the progression to the Extended
Project. Furthermore, this year’s
Second Form have the opportunity
to be the guinea pigs in trialling our
new Second Form Project.
The entries for the Extended and
Higher Projects in 2016 were very
encouraging in both quantity and
quality. My very grateful thanks go
Phoebe Wilkinson,
to Dr Tanner for his leadership
competitor in Poetry
of this important area. Ben Craig,
by Heart, recites a
now of the Lower Sixth, whose
poem at Prizegiving
Higher Project about threats to the
apian population brought him great
success, is now going to give us a
summary of his research.

in educating the whole person and
in ensuring that we promote the
development of interests, ambitions
and potential beyond the classroom
and the examined curriculum. By
way of example, last academic year
saw the School’s first entry into the
national Poetry by Heart competition. The first round is organised
at school level, and I enjoyed a
splendid evening listening to all our
entrants recite the two poems they
had chosen to memorise. Given
the strength of the competition it
was a shame that only one pupil
could be chosen to progress to
the next round. But we had high
hopes as our victor went on to
represent the School at the county
final at which the winning streak
was maintained, taking them to the
regional and national finals held in
Cambridge.

Prizegiving is a timely opportunity each year to compliment my
colleagues on the very significant
contribution they make to our
pupils’ development through their
inspirational teaching and their
pastoral support. Those enjoyable responsibilities are of course
enshrined in our revised aims. In an
edition of his internal Teaching and
Learning newsletter last Autumn
Term, Mr Smyth cited a quotation
which caught my eye:

I find it a great privilege to have a
Common Room filled with such
skilled, safe and knowledgeable
Andean guides.
It has long been a feature of a
St Albans education that there
is significant emphasis on the
importance of activities undertaken
outside the classroom in developing
skills and qualities for adult life. This
feature is further emphasised in our
revised aims. I am a firm believer
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The first line of our School Values
statement cites empathy, integrity
and humility, the last of which
reminds me of the story about the
Headmaster of a very grand public
school who was invited by his
Chairman of Governors to submit
a self-evaluation in advance of his
appraisal. Amongst his self-critical
musings, the Headmaster confessed:
If I had more humility, I’d be perfect.
In addition to the launch of our
revised ethos and aims and our
new vision and values there are
a number of new initiatives the
School will be undertaking over
the coming years as part of our
Strategic Development Plan, some
examples of which are:

(Ben Craig spoke about his HP)

Teaching seems to require the sort of
skills one would need to pilot a bus
full of live chickens backwards, with
no brakes, down a rocky road through
the Andes while providing colourful
and informative commentary on the
scenery.

of a set of values for the School.
These are now printed on the
inside front cover of the School
Diary which, correctly placed in an
inside jacket pocket, will be positioned, physically as well as symbolically, close to the heart of every
pupil. A St Albans School education
has always been based on the
development of important qualities,
and with our explicit statement of
values we renew that commitment
to a value-rich education.

we will be introducing revised
arrangements for the Sixth Form
curriculum from September 2017
onwards which is the first year that
all subjects taken will be reformed
A Levels. The details of this are currently under final consideration and
will be announced later this term;
So our third speaker this evening
illustrates the importance of the St
Albans School co-curriculum and
does so not just as our successful
representative and the Hertfordshire winner of the Poetry by Heart
competition but also as one of the
stars of last November’s amazing
production of Into The Woods by Mr
Blaxill and Mr Stout and as one of
the 25th cohort of girls to enter
the Sixth Form. Phoebe Wilkinson
of the Upper Sixth will now recite
Invictus by WE Henley.
(Phoebe Wilkinson recited Invictus)
The final element of our work on
the School’s ethos, vision and aims
takes the form of the establishment

lower down the School we have
already begun the phased replacement of IT by Computing, and this
year we are introducing the teaching of metacognition to the First
Form to ensure that our youngest
pupils to learn how to learn;
this year has seen significant revisions made to the delivery of our
programme of Personal, Social,
Health and Economic Education,
drawing on the expertise of outside
speakers and using concentrated
off-timetable time for this important part of the curriculum. This
ensures that Form Tutors do not
have to be experts in every topic
area of PSHE;
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we are introducing a system of
self-assessment this year in order
to help pupils develop another
important life skill. Wider developments of the format and content
of the reports we send to parents
are under consideration as is the
potential introduction of further
technological innovations into
teaching;

therefore result in our fees remaining well below the level of some of
our competitors in a sector where
the usual modus operandi is, in
effect, to add a premium for capital
developments to the fees paid by
all parents.

in accordance with our vision
statement a major initiative focused
on the wellbeing of our pupils is
underway with various aspects
being piloted during this academic
year;
we have ambitious plans to develop
new and refurbished facilities for
Mathematics, Science and the Performing Arts;
we will be implementing a new
marketing and communications
strategy based on our revised
ethos, vision and aims. This will
include a new School website;
through our international company
we will license our Intellectual
Property in creating a family of St
Albans Schools overseas, providing a
revenue stream into the UK school.
During our strategic deliberations over the last two years much
consideration has rightly been given
to the School’s finances. We are
very conscious of the demands on
hard-working parents of paying the
fees and are deploying all possible efforts in order to keep fee
increases to a minimum. This has
included careful consideration of
what the fees should provide for,
in particular as far as the School’s
facilities are concerned. The
outcome of these deliberations is
that parental fees should provide
for the routine refurbishment of
existing facilities, but that where
new facilities are being envisaged,
these should not be to the charge
of parents via their fee account
but provided for by fundraising.
In this way it is our intention to
keep a St Albans School education
within the financial reach of as
many local families as possible, a
goal that will be facilitated by our
existing provision of means-tested
bursaries augmented by fundraising
to increase these possibilities. We
intend that our fee strategy will
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There are ambitious
plans for a new
Performing Arts
Centre

particular rooms. Further outline
details of our Building Futures
campaign will be handed to you as
you leave this evening: I commend
our plans to you and look forward
to your enthusiastic and generous
support.

That said, we do have exciting plans In concluding my address I offer my
for future developments, and I am warm congratulations to all those
delighted to launch this evening,
about to be awarded prizes in
recognition of academic achievements, personal developments and
outstanding contributions to the
life of the School. Particular good
wishes go to last summer’s leavers
as they take the final bow of their
School career before heading
off to university. Amongst many
individual successes this summer
on which we congratulate you, the
maintaining of a consistent level of
high performance at A Level has
alongside our revised ethos, vision been assured: this is the sixth year
and aims, our Building Futures fund- running that the percentage of
raising appeal. Whilst we are congrades A* to B has exceeded 90%.
scious that some families have to
On a personal note it is a great
make significant sacrifices to afford
pleasure to have Professor Munton
the fees, others are in a position to
as our Guest of Honour this
support our development plans and
evening: he has offered me particucould have readily afforded any delar support and wise counsel as a
velopment premium included in the
governor and as Chairman of the
fees, so we hope for strong support
Board’s Education Committee both
from current and former parents as
in the build up to my transfer to
well as from OAs and other friends
Hertfordshire and during my first
of the School.
two years here for which he has my
The quiet phase of fundraising has very grateful thanks.
been underway for more than two
Before Professor Munton presents
years now and I am delighted to anthe prizes we will have one more
nounce, as we fire the starting gun
item to showcase the excellence
for the public phase of our appeal,
of the School. Mozart’s Ave Verum
that the total of donations received
Corpus (K618) was a particular
and pledges made has already
highlight for me of the Spring
exceeded £6million. That leaves
Concert, and Mr Stout has assured
£1.85m for us to raise to meet our
me that it will be even better
fundraising target for the projects
tonight, so we are in for a musical
which include a new faculty building
treat.
for Mathematics, two new science
laboratories in classrooms to be
As the Choral Scholars take the
vacated by Mathematics, and the
stage and I take my seat, applaud
refurbishment and redevelopment me if you will. But I would much
of the New Hall into a Performing rather that applause be given in
Arts Centre which will include the renewed appreciation of Arthur,
remodelling of the Middle Yard and Ben and Phoebe’s contributions this
the establishment of a new Music
evening, keeping some in reserve
School on the lower ground floor for the Choral Scholars and then
in the area previously occupied by our prizewinners who will be feted
the kitchens. There will be naming shortly.
rights aplenty to suit all sizes of
(The Choral Scholars sang Mozart)
wallet from sponsoring one brick,
via a name plaque on a seat in the
auditorium, to the naming of a

Prizegiving

19

Prizewinners 2016
Fourth Form Subject Prizes

First Form Prizes
Achievement Awards

Progress Prizes

Oscar Brice
Jack Lake
Oscar Tansley
Akshay Kumar
Jonathan Baddon
William Ridout

Arthur Roberts
Alek Wegenek
Robert Guy

Second Form Prizes
Achievement Awards

Progress Prizes

James Moore
Tharun Manivannan
Francis Harden
Steven Perrin
Callum Cosgrove
Aidan MacGovern

Nathan Eastham
William Page
Ethan Peacock

Third Form Prizes
Progress Prizes

Scott Brice
Daniel McCurley
Matthew Irani
Ronak Parikh
Conor McCabe
Benjamin Griggs

Benjamin Cooper
Alex Yip
James Tudor
Alexi Spyrou
Joshua Halstead
George Asprou

Progress Prizes
David Groves
Ralphael Obadiaru
Theodore Gill
Hugo Carpenter
Ayo-Oluwa Olukotun
Henry Couchman

Fifth Form Prizes
Progress Prizes
Liam Babwah
Eashan Gandhi
Marcus Jude
Matthew Marapao
Rahul Patel
James Coyne
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Sebastian Adolph
Stephen Oluwatunmise
Oliver Huang
Thomas Hillman 		
Dimitri Chamay
Oliver Gates
George Hawkins
James Panayis
Samuel Jarman
Oliver Huang
Thomas Hillman
Thomas Hillman
Fabian Breen
Thomas Hillman
Noah Arthur-Tinworth
Matthew Kaltsoyannis
Theodore Gill
Sebastian Adolph
Alex Charlton
Alex Charlton
James Holden

Fifth Form Subject Prizes

Achievement Awards

Fourth Form Prizes

English
Mathematics
Art
Biology
Economics
Chemistry
Drama
DT - Electronic Products
DT - Graphic Products
DT - Resistant Materials
French
Geography
German
Greek
History
Latin
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Religious Studies
Spanish

English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Art
Biology
Economics
Chemistry
Drama
DT - Electronic Products
DT - Graphic Products
DT - Resistant Materials
French
Geography
German
Greek
History
Latin
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Religious Studies
Spanish
Higher Project Prize

Jordan Collingwood*
Willam Drake*
Oliver Barratt-Johnson*
Emmanuel Oluwatunmise
Max Fryer*
Ethan MacLaughlin
Harry Hemsi*
Max Swan
Kewe Emore
Khaled Shahidullah
Oliver Bull
William Foxton*
Amar Dhami
Timothy Bagnall*
Conor Norman
William Foxton
William Foxton
Angus Laws-Mather
Stephen Heaney*
Harry Hemsi
Edward Lambert*
Lorenzo Razzano
Milan Yick

*Governors’ Award

The Albanian 2016

Fifth Form Governors’ Awards

Upper Sixth Subject Prizes

Jack Bevan
Owain Cooke
Benjamin Craig
Caspar Fleming
James Irani
Arjun Kolli

English Literature
Cem Balci		
Mathematics (John Godfrey Prize) Anthony Georgiou*
Mathematics
Alexander Cook*
Maya Mendoza
William Pavey
Further Mathematics
Ben Hemsi*
John Saunders*
Ancient History
William Rouse
Art Exhibition
(Robin Ollington Prize)
Omeiza Haruna
Biology
Maya Mendoza*
Chemistry
(George Wishart Prize)
Alexander Cook
DT - Electronics
Miklas Reichmann
DT - Graphic Products
Omeiza Haruna
Drama
Alec McQuarrie
Drama - Performance
(OA Masonic Prize)
Rosie Hudson
Drama - Technical
(Swinson Prize)
James Smillie
Economics
Georgia Kelsey*
French
Tomás Hill López-Menchero*
Geography
Oliver Barlow*
German
Joshua Davies
(E P Debenham Prize)
Government and Politics
Joshua Cooke*
Greek
Alec McQuarrie*
History
(Archibald John Eastcott Prize) William Pavey*
Languages
(SGF Scase Prize)
Jack Swan
Latin
Alec McQuarrie
Music
Sean Bracebridge
Physical Education
Elizabeth Georgiou
Physics
Ben Hemsi
Religious Studies
Kavit Borkhataria*
Spanish
Tomás Hill López-Menchero
Extended Project Prize
Cem Balci
Jack Dobson*
John Mole Exhibition Prize
Eleanor Sinfield

Benjamin Plumer
Angus Potter
Jamie Sanderson
James Scragg
James van der Welle
Morgan Wynne

Lower Sixth Subject Prizes
English Literature
Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Classics
Art
Biology
Chemistry
DT - Electronics
DT - Graphic Products
DT - Resistant Materials
Drama
Economics
French
Geography
German
Greek
History
Latin
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Politics
Religious Studies
Spanish

Louis Rabinowitz
Lucy Gardner
Maria Moran
Daniel Ross		
Joshua Oliver
James Freeman		
Tessa Coudert
Samuel Alexander
Joshua Oliver
Joshua Oliver
Lucas Spencer
Hugo Stephens
Lydia Edwards
Eleanor Wright
Spencer Yasotharan
Sabrina Pinto
Thomas Goldstone
Emily Morrison
James Hammond
Louis Rabinowitz
Euan Wallace
Thomas Dilley
Kirstyn Warren
Veer Shah
Louis Rabinowitz
Lara Miller-Rosethal
Louis Rabinowitz

Upper Sixth Governors’ Awards
Thomas Alexander
Tobias Barnes
Alasdair Charlesworth
James Kirsch

Annabel MacGregor
Thomas Savage
Vinothan Sriganesh

*Governors’ Awards

Special Awards
OA President’s Prize

Alexander Cook
Annabel McGregor
Contribution to Parnership Prize Oliver Hurst
Community Link Prize
Michael Higham
Josh Handel (Charities) Cup
Charles Oliver
Highstead Cup
Jack Dobson
Powell-Davies Service Prize
Oliver Barlow
Head’s Prize for Senior Prefects James Kirsch
Thomas Savage
Headmaster’s Prize for the
Deputy Heads of School
Maya Mendoza
Matthew Halliday
Headmaster’s Prize for the
Head of School
Sean Bracebridge
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Creative Art
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Art work by
Emmanuel
Oluwatunisme
(GCSE – opposite)
Natasha Scott and
Sam Alexander (AS
– above and below)
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Creative Art
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An artist’s
sketchbook –
work by Imogen
Robertson (A2)
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A portfolio of work
by Omeiza Haruna
(A2)
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Creative Art
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Emulating Matisse – work by Second Form artists
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Into the Woods
Fairy tale macabre fun
Into the Woods is well known for
being one of the most artistically
challenging shows on the circuit. It
features a complex and extensive
score for instrumentalists and
singers alike and a plot which contains more twists and turns than a
monkey puzzle tree, demanding the
portrayal of an enormous range of
emotions from the actors. Needless to say, the entire company rose
as one to the challenge, to create a
production which was humorous,
entertaining, thought-provoking,
moving and thoroughly professional
from start to finish.

Particularly impressive was her effortless negotiation of the musically
complex number ‘On the Steps of
the Palace’.

Little Red Riding Hood was the
next fairy tale to appear in the
show, with Phoebe Wilkinson
playing the greedy teen in the ‘cape
as red as blood’. She perfectly captured the dichotomous emotions
of the character, switching between
cocky confidence and childlike
vulnerability with ease. Her interaction with the ephebophilic Wolf,
played by Sean Bracebridge, focused
on his attempt to distract Little
As if the complexity of the show
Red from her mission to ‘get the
was not enough, Director Jordan
bread to Granny’s House’. Despite
Blaxill and Musical Director Mick
some very enthusiastic lascivious
Stout decided to put the entire
thigh rubbing from the Wolf, Little
project together in just eight
Red manages to escape to continue
weeks. This required an intensive
her journey into the woods. A
rehearsal schedule, as evidenced by mention at this point should go to
the extracts from various different Abby Macgregor, who very convincmusical numbers which could be
ingly embraced old age as ‘Granny’,
heard emanating from the MD’s
who manages to escape from the
office at all hours of the day, and
Wolf’s stomach with the help of
the armies of students heading to
Little Red and her knife.
and from New Place during break,
Will Foxton had the opportunity
lunch and after school.
to demonstrate his extensive vocal
The ‘Act 1 – Opening (Prologue)’
range in his role as Jack (from Jack
serves to introduce the audience
and the Beanstalk), delighting the
to the many characters involved
audience with his description of the
in the show, and to set the scene
kingdom of the giants at the top of
for the intertwining fairy tales
the beanstalk (Giant in the Sky). His
which comprise the work. Peter
Mother’s (Josephina Price) attempts
Gosling guided us all effortlessly
to bring him back down to earth,
and energetically through the seboth physically and metaphorically,
quence of scenes in his role as the were delivered with completely
omniscient Narrator. The story
believable exasperation, whilst recentres around a Baker and his
taining a visceral maternal fondness.
Wife, played by Matthew McClafAn udder mention here must go to
ferty and Rosie Hudson, and their Matt Silver (Milky-White the Cow)
desire to have a child. They are
whose attempts to steal the show
told by a Witch (Eleanor Wright),
with his, allegedly, ‘on-the-hoof’
that they must collect a number of dance mooves, were quite simply
objects in order to carry out a spell outstanding.
to reverse the curse of infertility
The comedy highlight of the show
which was placed on the couple
has to be the interaction between
early in their youth.
the two princes, one who pines
As the first half progresses, indiafter Cinderella (James Lear) and
vidual characters are given their
the other after Rapunzel (Will
moment in the limelight and have
Rouse). In the musical number
their opportunity to express the
‘Agony’, each tries to explain why
angsts, woes and fears that they
his is the greater anguish and
seek to rectify. Katie Shreeves
torment, at the same time attemptgave a very convincing performing to get one-up on the other.
ance as the unloved and neglected Particular mention must go to Lear
‘third’ sister (Cinderella), who
for his perfect delivery of the line,
spends most of the show running
‘I was born to be charming, not
away from her Prince Charming.
sincere’, which received the biggest
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laugh of the show. In the second
half, Lydia Edwards and Sara Dixon
made calm and collected contributions as Snow White and Sleeping Beauty, the princes’ new love
interests.
Tessa Coudert, Eleanor Sinfield
and Ellie Pritchard made a dynamic
trio in their roles as Cinderella’s
Stepmother and the Stepsisters
(Lucinda and Florinda) respectively. As a group, they have a fairly
unpleasant journey through the
show, losing parts of their feet and
eventually their eyes along the way.
However, this did not stop them
from providing a slick and wellrehearsed performance of some
tricky musical interplay, with some
very convincing screaming thrown
in.
The Witch’s (Eleanor Wright) character is one of the most complex
in the entire performance, and
also requires a mixture of sensitive
high vocals, mid-range belt and the
occasional rap sequence. Even by
the third performance, at which
I was present, Eleanor still had a
keen edge to her tone and seemed

The Albanian 2016

to have no qualms about
throwing everything she
had, both vocally and emotionally, at the audience
and her fellow actors. Her
scenes with her daughter Rapunzel (Charlotte
Nissen) were some of
the most moving of the
entire performance, as the
Witch attempts to explain
her reasons for locking her
child in a tower for twenty
years. Charlotte enchanted
the audience with the pure
tone of her voice and soaring
vocal phrases.

may turn up in future, we do
not know, but I suspect it will be
something rather impressive.
TLR

Matthew McClafferty and
Rosie Hudson drew us all
into their own fairy tale, taking
the audience on a physical and
emotional journey. Their performance of ‘It Takes Two’ was
charming, convincing and heartwarming, bringing a chuckle and
a smile to the face of everyone
in the hall. Both actors excelled
in their respective roles, matching their vocal and acting styles
to create a seamless portrayal
of the two characters. When Ian
Davidson (The Mysterious Man)
joined Matthew for ‘No More’
towards the end of the show, the
result was rather special, and I
suspect that the pair will remember it for a while to come.
The work of all the crew involved in the production was
highly commendable, but two
individuals deserve special
praise for the hours they invested in the project. James
Smillie (lighting) and Guy
Lewis (sound), together
ensured that neither an
action nor word was missed
throughout the evening.
The dedication shown by
the cast, band and crew
to achieve a production of
such high quality must have
been immense, and indicates
a strong shared sense of
camaraderie and focus from
all involved. As an audience,
we owe them a huge vote
of thanks for providing yet
another outstanding evening’s entertainment. What
the journey into the woods
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Faces in Control
Lower School
Christmas
The auditorium was filled with
excitement as parents and family
members desperately craned their
necks to catch a glimpse of a familiar
face. Mr Swanson introduced the
evening, telling us about the amount
of time and effort that went into
this production. This soon became
evident to all those present. Miss
Andrews started the evening off
with a wonderful rendition of
Alternative Santa by Roger McGough.
It brought a smile to all those in the
auditorium. Aman Shergill then read
Christmas Landscape by Laurie Lee. It
was a clear and expressive reading
that inspired confidence in the rest
of the evening. James Moore’s rendition of Minstrel’s Song by Ted Hughes
was another tremendous performance. James really captured the
meaning of the poem and seemed to
be talking to each audience member
individually.
‘Shamlet – Son of Hamlet’ was
a roaring success, playing on the
tropes of tired classic pantos while
also subverting them. The references to the constant changing of
the actor playing Shamlet were well
very received. Jacob Hougie as the
Ghost of Hamlet deserves a special
mention as he stole the scene he
was in. The play broke the fourth
wall on many occasions, which filled
the hall with laughter. The changing of ‘To be or not to be’ to ‘To
pee or not to pee’ and ‘Two trees
or not two trees’ and many more
besides were the highlights of the
night. The final battle scenario was
fantastically choreographed and the
Star Wars theme in the background
only added to the fun.
Louis Burns then read Christmas
Dinner by Michael Rosen with very
dramatic intonation on such key
lines of ‘It was a worm!’ Mr Swanson’s ringing tones finished off the
night with a wonderful recitation of
December by John Clare. Christmas
carols were then sung by everyone
in the auditorium, with a real sense
of community. Eliot Blackmore’s
solo during Silent Night was beautiful and was the perfect finish to a
perfect evening.

Drama Mask Workshop
After each pair had mastered the
pose indicative of their mask’s expression – in my case a melancholy
one – a member of each pair had
to stand up on the stage, the other
staying as a member of the audience. My partner – Jovan Bhandal –
went up on stage, and stood in line.
One at a time, each mask had to
step forward, and at the prompting
of Andy, act out their profession
in life. These ranged dramatically,
from an angry dinner lady, who had
slapped a particularly rude pupil, to
an extravagant model showing off
her stroll down the catwalk.

Andy Godfrey, former drama
teacher at the School, treated us
to a mask theatre workshop. We
started with a test of our reflexes
by forming a circle and trying to
transport a single clap around the
circle. The first person clapped,
after which the person next to
him clapped, and so forth, carrying
the original clap around the circle
and back. We were then asked to
partner up, and for each pair to
take a mask. One person from
the pair was to take the mask; the
other to tell them how to stand,
taking into account the mask’s
expression. One particularly useful
piece of advice Andy gave us that
morning was always put on our
masks with our back turned to
the audience, to fully maintain the
illusion.

When everyone had performed
their jobs and encounters, we
swapped around and I found myself
standing on stage, barely able to see
through the small slits of eyeholes
on my mask. We were asked to
arrange ourselves from the strongest minded to the weakest minded
in ascending order, and thus I found
myself and my sad mask near the
bottom of the list. Upon stepping
forward and being introduced, I
discovered that I was actually the
owner of a hot air balloon, and that
my arch-nemesis had just recently
floated away in my prized possession. Undoubtedly, my reaction was
rather hysterical, and I fell to my
knees and stared at the sky above.
Finally, we moved on to half-masks,
which enable the wearer to talk.
Whilst my half of the form ran out
of time before we could participate
in this part of the workshop, those
that did certainly didn’t disappoint,
their pieces involving an award
winning motivational speaker and
a slightly deaf old man. Overall, I
thought that the Mask Workshop
was a great experience and would
like to thank Andy Godfrey and
Mask Emporium for their support
in our mask-work, and the Drama
department for organising the day.
Matthew Irani

Alexandra Keaney
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Burn the Books
The Fireman: A2 Exam Performance
In 1951, in the basement of UCLA’s
Powell Library, on a typewriter that
Ray Bradbury rented at a cost of
twenty US cents per hour, a 25,000
word first draft of Fahrenheit 451
had been produced after just nine
days.
This would come to be the inspiration for A2 Drama students as the
source material for their creative
adaptation, The Fireman. Their adaptation transported the audience effortlessly into Bradbury’s universe,
a surreal dystopia in which firemen
are ordered to burn books for a
new regime in which broadcast
is the only permitted form of entertainment. In this world, George
Davis played protagonist Montag
with an appropriate sense of insecurity, as his deepest beliefs about

his role in society as a fireman are multi-media
challenged, and eventually defeated. work. Mock-JML
adverts were
The oppressiveness and danger of
projected in
this universe is represented in Alec
the background
McQuarrie’s characterisation of
and backstage
Leahy, Montag’s conversationally excamera feeds
plosive superior. McQuarrie’s ability
shown on stage
to produce tension in a scene
all demonstrated
with sudden bursts of rage set the
Bradbury’s world
uneasy tone that flowed through
of distraction.
the entire play. Matt Silva played
A moment in
two roles, delivering two distinct
the performance
performances as both a fireman
that immediately
and a seemingly lone wanderer
comes to mind
in Bradbury’s neglected dystopic
was a slow-mowasteland.
tion physical exJames Smillie has been accepted
change between
into London Central School of
Montag and a
Speech and Drama and his ability
victim of his prowas demonstrated in this producfession, a reader,
tion, with its extensive use of
played by Rosie
Hudson. The
moment sees
Montag and this
reader struggle
for possession of
the contraband
books and as
they clamber for
them, intermittently writhing
in slow motion,
every aspect of
physicality was
considered. Davis
showed anguish
in his facial features as he struggled with himself,
his values and sense of identity in
his immoral profession. Hudson,
on the other hand, showed a deep
sadness for the death of a great artistic medium. This moment deftly
captured the core of their creative
adaptation.

Rosie Hudson and
George Davis: strong
performers in The
Fireman

‘The whole premise of our piece
was a cautionary tale on the
dangers of technology, how television could take over peoples’ lives
and distract them from what’s
actually happening in the world’,
said Alec McQuarrie. Having seen
many productions in the Drama
department, some praised for their
trenchant political material, including Medea and Our Country’s Good, I
can confidently say that this year’s
The Fireman was a close competitor.
Michael Davies
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No Comfort in Phaedra’s Love
AS Exam Performance
This year’s AS exam performance
was perhaps one of the Drama
Department’s most ambitious and
memorable pieces of recent years.
In choosing to take on a piece of
work by Sarah Kane, a British playwright whose name is synonymous
with shocking theatrical depictions
of explicit violence and horror, and
perform it in the highly stylised and
physical style of Steven Berkoff, the
talented group of five AS students
set themselves quite a challenge.
Their unflinching and committed
performances were, therefore,
all the more remarkable, and
their bravery in confronting head
on the demands of the play and
performance style enabled them to
successfully create a visceral and
evocative production which gave
neither themselves nor the audience anywhere to hide.
Phaedra’s Love, Sarah Kane’s second
work, was first performed in 1996
at the Gate Theatre, London,
directed by Kane herself. It was a
commission by the theatre who
had asked Kane to write a play
based on a European classic. After
considering a number of other
options, including
Buchner’s Woyzeck,
Kane settled on
Seneca’s version of
Phaedra’s story.
The play centres
on Phaedra’s
unhealthy obsession with her
step-son Hippolytus. Despite
warnings from the
royal doctor and
her daughter Strophe,
Phaedra relentlessly
pursues her desire, yet ultimately regrets her actions
and commits suicide, leaving
a letter accusing Hippolytus
of rape.

breaks with Greek theatrical form
in depicting violence and death on
stage, as opposed to off-stage, and
attributing these acts to the characters’ own free will rather than
fate or the gods.
This is not, however, violence for its
own sake. Kane once said, ‘There
isn’t anything you can’t represent
on stage. If you are saying you
can’t represent something, you are
saying you can’t talk about it, you
are denying its existence, and that’s
an extraordinarily ignorant thing
to do.’ Kane’s play formed part
of a movement which has been
called ‘in-yer-face-theatre’, because
of its consciously unsettling and
disturbing style and content. It is
also known as ‘experiential’ theatre,
because its aim is to make the
audience experience the strong
emotions emerging from the stage.
By shocking an audience out of the
expected comfortable position of
a passive observer whose moral
position will be guided by the
playwright, Kane instead forces the
audience to question what they are
watching and to think actively for
themselves.
In this approach to theatre as an
active experience for the audience,
Kane’s work shares much with the
work of Steven Berkoff, another
pioneer of ‘in-yet-face theatre’.
Berkoff’s style of ‘Total Theatre’
– the idea that every aspect of
the performance from the lighting
to the precise movement of an
actor’s hand must be utilised to
reinforce the main intention of the
production – encouraged a focus
on a non-naturalistic style which
enabled the AS Drama students to
experiment with the possibilities of
Kane’s work without succumbing
to the temptation of many directors to naturalise her writing.

her actors’ performances. Mitchell’s
influence on the final AS production of Phaedra’s Love could be seen
in the choice of neon strip lighting
which created the impression of
a family living under the relentless glare and intense scrutiny of
modern fame. The commitment
of each actor to their multiple
roles also bore the hallmarks of
Mitchell’s work with actors, though
in their version moments of striking realism were contrasted with
clever physical theatre: the creation
of objects including a massage chair,
television and remote controlled
toy were particularly notable,
adding subtle comedy to what can
otherwise be a relentlessly dark
play. The choice of a traverse stage,
another of Mitchell’s favourites,
forced the audience to have their
own reactions reflected in the faces
of those opposite, helping to create
a Brechtian ‘Verfremdungseffekt’.
Throughout the play, the actors
worked closely together as an ensemble, using their bodies in highly
synchronised sequences to illustrate Phaedra’s desire, Hippolytus’
disaffection, Strophe’s frustration.
In this way they also resembled a
Greek chorus, and effective use of
song and choral speech was made
at several key moments in the play.
They also used their physicality
(employing

In preparation for their own performance, the group went to see
In her version of the story,
Katie Mitchell’s unflinching National
Kane removes the characters
Theatre production of Cleansed,
from their mythological context,
Kane’s third play. As one of contemallowing its themes of sexual
porary theatre’s foremost auteurs,
corruption within a royal family to
Mitchell shares a belief in theatre as
resonate more pertinently with a
an active experience and is famed
twentieth century audience viewing
for her highly personal interpretathe play in the wake of the scandal
tions of classical texts, innovative
surrounding the death of Prinuses of multi-media, naturalistic
cess Diana. Kane also deliberately
lighting, and the intense realism of
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Berkoff’s methods of externalisatackle Kane and Berkoff so mastertion) to explore broader themes,
fully, I eagerly anticipate their next
such as fame and the nature of our production.
existence: the Royals were depicted
RJB
as puppets, and the only piece of
set, an empty door frame, was
used variously as a mirror reflecting appearance and inner reality,
and a doorway between public and
private versions of self.
Senior House

Play in a Day

In the same vein of comic success
was Hawking’s The Secret of the
Feather. Niles Webb played a struggling but over-confident actor who
happens upon a mysterious quest,
given to him by a homeless individual, which leads him on a journey
of self-discovery in which the end
goal would be the acquisition of the
eponymous secret. The trials of this
quest included the mastery of an
Indian accent and the mastery of
female impersonation, both leading
the audience to rapturous laughter.

It must be said of both these
productions that the comedy was
so engaging, so endearing, that I
Individual performances were
A photo, a poem, a bell. These
was not only fascinated by the final
equally strong. Ed Holtom’s Hipwere the stimuli we in Marsh were
products but actively yearned to
polytus was full of apathy and selfgiven in order to produce our day’s
know the nature of the rehearsal
loathing, and his interactions with
worth of material. The new Senior
processes.
Phaedra were convincingly hateful.
House Drama format is not only a
Eleanor Wright and Michael Davies
test of acting and directorial skills, The Marsh team decided to use
were both superb as Phaedra:
but a trial of co-operation and
its stimuli to form a more serious
Wright brilliantly captured her
creativity.
narrative approach. Homecoming
intense passion and determination
was a look into the mind of a WWI
in the early stages of the play, and
soldier, who I portrayed, which
Davies gave a brave and mature
made use of a broken chronology
performance, sensitively depicting
to contrast moments of his doher vulnerability after her failed
mestic life with moments of grave
sexual encounter with Hippolytus.
recollection in the trenches. The
Phoebe Wilkinson portrayed Stropassion from the team, particularly
phe’s youthful honesty with a pure
on the writing side, was strong, and
quality, and Niles Webb played the
I’m sure that if we were given more
royal doctor with impressive comic
House Drama in a I find it hard to do most things
time, the ideas could have flourtiming as well as an intelligent
day was a tough but in the course of only one day: to
ished into something substantial
awareness of the subtext running
rewarding challenge write an essay, to read a book, to
and developed.
through his scenes with Phaedra
tie my shoelaces. The challenges
The winner, Hampson’s The Factory
and Hippolytus.
of forming a play in a day are hard
Child, saw the trio of Eleanor
to express in words. I will only say
Writing about Berkoff, critic Aleks
Wright, Sophie Gay and James Lear
that it is harder than I can hope to
Sierz once noted: ‘The language is
successfully make use of soundexpress here. It is difficult, but also
usually filthy, characters talk about
scape, particularly to transport us
equally engaging. Particularly for the
unmentionable subjects, take their
to a Victorian era factory in which
comic productions, Renfrew’s The
clothes off, have sex, humiliate each
two workers, Wright and Gay,
Fitzgeralds and Hawking’s The Secret
another, experience unpleasant
suffer under the exploits of boss
of the Feather, the day perfectly enemotions, become suddenly violent.
Lear. Lear was appropriately eerie
capsulated the spirit of the lazzi. On
At its best, this kind of theatre
as a boss who ends up abusing his
stage, actors are forced to show
is so powerful, so visceral, that it
position and impregnating Wright,
the best of their intuitive skills due
forces audiences to react: either
and then committing Gay to hang in
to a distinct lack of time available.
they feel like fleeing the building or
the play’s coda. The play would not
We had some brilliant actors here. have worked and certainly not have
they are suddenly convinced that
Renfrew’s The Fitzgeralds, a classic
it is the best thing they have ever
won were any of the three roles
whodunnit with a broken timeline, unfulfilled, but performances were
seen and want all their friends to
saw Ed Holtom and Anna Charles- very strong from each actor.
see it too. It is the kind of theatre
worth portray a fantastically posh
that inspires us to use superlatives,
This year’s Senior House Drama
family in peril. This family used conwhether in praise or condemnaformat was a joy to partake in,
niving methods against each other
tion’. In this case, the superlatives I
challenging at times, but formative
in order to steal each other’s riches
have to offer are all of praise. This
as an experience. I sincerely hope
and, in fact, lovers. A debauched
was an exceptionally brave producthe younger years enjoy this new
tale of betrayal, passion, and money,
tion, with remarkably mature, intelformat as much as I did.
it clearly reflected the lives of the
ligent and intense performances
from all five actors. If they can
Renfrew participants themselves.
Michael Davies
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Johnny and the Dead is Full of Life
Lower School Production
both First and Second Formers
proved to be an inspired choice
as it gave the opportunity for the
wealth of talent on offer to shine
through. The boys taking on the
titular role all brought something
different to the performance with
George Penny showing Johnny’s
earnest side, Luca Stubbs his
thoughtfulness, Freddie Houlahan
his considerate nature and Louie
Burns giving him the enthusiasm
needed to save the day.

Terry Pratchett is a master of
comic fantasy; his Discworld series
stands as a testament to that. The
wit and whimsy with which he
created his universe has earned him
legions of diehard fans the world
over. What most may not realise,
however, is that his lesser known
Johnny Maxwell trilogy takes
Pratchett’s trademark wry sense of
humour and philosophical musings
and removes it from the slightly
silly High Fantasy realms of the
Disc and places it in the slightly silly
High Street of Modern(ish) Britain.
Johnny Maxwell is a, seemingly, very
normal boy who happens to have
rather abnormal things happen to
him and in Johnny and the Dead this
just so happens to be an ability to
communicate with the deceased
occupants of the local graveyard.
A chance encounter with one of
these ‘post senior citizens’ sends
Johnny on a quest to save the cemetery from almost total destruction
by the faceless United Amalgamated Consolidated Holdings, teaching
the dead a thing or two about what
it means to be alive in the process.
If this all sounds incredibly silly
then you are, of course, right, but
silly is what the Lower School
Drama Club does best and this
was another sterling production
that brought to life the warmth and
humour of this sharp script for an
adoring audience. The decision to
role-share the larger parts between
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A good hero is nothing without
his friends and Johnny has some
of the best friends around. Bigmac
(Jack Friar and Robert Delaney),
Wobbler (Connor Robinson and
Bob Guy) and Yo-Less (Nathan
Jones and Dervish Hilmi) were all
played with exceptional skill, creating a believable sense of camaraderie and banter. Credit must also
go to Thomas Gates and Matthew
Annis who had several fantastic
character moments in the role of
Johnny’s Grandad, another great
example of these young actors
really grasping the humour and
nailing the delivery.

I should also mention the terrific ensemble of ghosts, a curious
collection of oddball characters
and nearly famous figures. From
the Houdini-esque Antonio Vicenti
(played superbly by Zev Stewart
Harris and Torin Felton) to the
brilliantly barmy Solomon Einstein
(a fantastically be-wigged Eliot
Blackmore), these spirits add that
element of Pratchett insanity. They
also allowed each actor to be at
their best whether it was Sylvia
Liberty (Joe Scragg and Jacob
Hougie) handing out ‘votes for
women’ leaflets or William Stickers
(Aman Shergil and Jack Lake) flying
the flag, quite literally, for Communism.
Whilst most of the ghosts are
figures of fun, there is a great deal
of pathos in the character of Eric
Grimm, the lingering spirit of a
man pushed to suicide. Both Eddie
Gray and Liam Selwyn played this
sad, fearful character very well,
conveying his pain and anguish with
sensitivity and maturity. Rounding
out our gang of ghouls were Josh
Thompson and Arthur Roberts as
the wonderfully officious Alderman
Bowler as well as Albert Martin
Flaven and Ashley Garnai-Davies,
who both played the inventor AV
Fletcher with great enthusiasm and
thoughtful delivery respectively.
This was an excellent ensemble
cast and true credit must go to
each and every one of them for
really making each part their own.
If I have appeared enthused by the
quality of this show then it is for
good reason. It has been a pleasure
to have worked with so many
talented young actors during my
time at St Albans and to witness
them all put on such a compelling
performance was a delight. It was
a production that had everything
from assured sound design to slick
transitions, not to mention the
simple but effective set. I leave the
school safe in the knowledge that
the future of these budding actors
could not be in better hands than
those of Mr Swanson and Miss
Bruton. I can’t wait to hear about
their continued success.
JRB
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The Clearing
Mirai Bamgboye

T

his is what life is for, Orion thought as he briskly bounced through
the jungle. He loved the rainforest; the rustling trees and the sharp
cries of birds fascinated the young boy. He quickened his pace and
started singing as he passed the freshwater river which they fished in and
drank from. Orion felt excitement because it was a sunny day. The strong
morning sun glowed through the translucent leaves of the canopy, sharp
shafts of sunlight striking the forest floor.
Orion loved where he lived. He knew nothing else other than the small
wooden huts of the village and the warmth of his mother’s arms. He
enjoyed the company of his family. He was already missing them as he
walked through the jungle with a stick held in his small olive brown hand.
He had explored the rainforest many times. He used to come here when
he was bored or when he was upset. Orion was absolutely fascinated by
the spirited aura of the jungle. The colourful birds moved as if possessed,
shaking their vivid feathers in dance. The trees stood tall and proud, almost
in salute to a secret jungle king. He could hear the beautiful singsong voices
of the birds of paradise, showing off. At this moment Orion was aware of
everything. He felt like a hunter, scanning the forest in search of prey. He
felt power and intelligence.
Orion continued his journey through the forest. He felt the moist bark
of the undergrowth imprint itself on his bare feet. The foliage of the jungle
was absolutely beautiful. Vibrant flowers, stars in the Milky Way, filled the
undergrowth. Their anthers were covered in yellow pollen. Ferns coiled in
the jungle undergrowth like bright green pythons squeezing their prey.
Orion’s mood darkened as a shroud engulfed the rainforest. The trees
seemed to be on edge too. They leaned and whispered muffled secrets
to each other. The songs of the birds now had a threatening tone. Orion
became wary of the forest around him and started to be afraid. The
Amazon stank of death; he became aware of various animal corpses littered
on the ground around him. He was walking into the unknown.
That was the moment that he walked into it.
A clearing, spanning as far wide as the eye could see. Smoke was
everywhere, clawing at his eyes and rising into the sky. The ground was
black with the remains of burnt wood. Tree trunks fifty feet long littered
the ground, discarded. He was deafened by the grinding noise of metal on
wood. Orion could taste the bitter smoke in his mouth and his lungs. He
was wonderstruck. How could humans cause this much destruction? Why
would humans cause this much destruction? Forty feet away Orion saw a
man stare at him and point a gleaming metal weapon at him.
It was then that he realised the world was not as it seemed.
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The Couple in Paris
Robert Moye

T

hey walked out of the hotel as a couple, the doorman holding the
door open. They were dressed simply, but smart. He put his hand
around her waist, guiding her down the marble steps as she took a
last look at the hotel, the name Hotel de Fleur picked out in gold letters.
They then walked quickly down the quiet pavement of Paris.
They were there on their honeymoon, a quiet release from the pressures
of finance and family. They were there for the weekend as they didn’t have
enough money for anything more. The couple didn’t want to go initially,
but they simply couldn’t resist going to the romantic capital of the world.
At least that’s what they told the others.
They ambled lackadaisically along the pavement until they got to the
Luxembourg Gardens. Gareth took Sarah’s hand as they looked up into
the trees and admired the natural beauty. They saw the squirrels, chasing
each other nimbly along the branches, and they saw the small brown birds
flying gracefully above without a care in the world. Such a big contrast,
they thought mutely, between them and the other animals.
When they got to the end of the path, they walked out of the park and
along the dusty, dreary road until they got to the market. The market
was a sensual sensation. The cacophony of colours, smells and sounds
overwhelmed the senses like a wondrous wave of information. They
weaved through the maze of stalls, trying to find the one that they wanted.
The wedding had been a failure. The weather forecast had suddenly
changed, so an outdoor marquee had had to be hurriedly ordered and
put up. A combination of drunken guests and the wind had then knocked
it down. The marquee company had kept the deposit and the insurance
company had refused to pay. It had been a complete financial nightmare.
The couple eventually got to the locksmith stall they wanted. They
got out their lock and asked the man at the stall to engrave some writing
onto it – G & S. It was a simple grey Asus lock designed to protect simple
things quietly, without much of a fuss. Once this was done, the couple then
walked on, their voices quiet and hushed.
Then they got to the bridge. It was the Pont des Arts Bridge, famous
for the literal millions of locks attached to it. They walked together side by
side, silently, to the middle of the bridge, and like many other people on
their honeymoon in Paris, got their lock out. Then he unlocked the lock,
put it in the buttonhole in his cuff, threaded it through his wife’s cuff and
locked the lock, sealing them for ever.
And then they jumped.
No one had expected it. It had been perfectly planned. Their attached
bodies disappeared beneath the waves, releasing bubbles in their wake.
No one noticed. The people of Paris carried on their normal lives while the
two bodies drowned together. They were, to the people of Paris at least,
forgotten completely.
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Twelfth Night Revisited
William Shepherd

“

Once was a stormy night like tonight, about five years ago,” mumbled
the dark figure that held a pint in his hands.
“The two of them, named Sebastian and Viola, were entertaining
a crowd in the middle of the ocean. They are twins, you see. As the night
darkened and everyone was preparing to turn in for the night, a sudden
jolt violently struck the side of the ship.”
The figure’s face emerged from the corner of the room, as everyone in
the inn anticipated what was going to happen next.
“Bodies were tossed to the floor as the ship, out of control, tumbled
backward and forward, hitting every sharp wave. The ship started filling
up with the cold, bitter water as wooden planks were being dismantled
and washed away.”
The figure pulled down his hood to reveal the image of his bushy beard
and shaven head.
“The ship tore right in two and the twins were separated, just like
they were from their father. Viola plummeted into the water and sank
downwards, desperately trying to gasp for air as the waves struggled to
pull her down.”
The man rose up from his stall and calmly headed for the inn door. As
he was about to leave the inn, he said his last few words.
“I fell into the water too, you see.”
The man followed the steps away from the pub, the crowd trailing just
behind him. He had never gained so much attention before and he felt a
weird sensation in his stomach. Voices were shouting at him, demanding
that he answer their questions:
“What happened next? How did you survive? Come back!”
The clown wasn’t used to this and he was struggling to cope with the
voices echoing in his ears. As the voices grew louder, he upped the pace of
his strides, trying desperately to escape from the attention that had been
thrust upon him. Sweat was streaming down from his cheeks like rivers,
his heart pounding rapidly.
Suddenly, Feste stopped dead and turned towards the crowd. He
remembered what happened on the night, the flashback fizzing through the
back of his mind. Sudden pictures emerged from the shipwreck and how
he had almost died. His panting slowed down and he gracefully crumbled
to the floor, his head in his hands.

The Albanian 2016

Creative Writing

37

First Light
Two Poems*
Pat Taylor

Writing the Poem
Pat Taylor

First of all, before we start,
ask yourself this:
are you writing the poem
or is it writing you?
Think of the way it touches your lips,
your tongue, how it kisses your throat,
curls around you like a spooning lover.
Think of how, when you awake
in the loneliness of night,
you reach for its phrases
and sound each one into the dark;
think of how it feels to forget
– and then remember –
the way it fits together.
Think of how it feels
lying beside you,
and how you panic when
you can’t tell where it ends
and you begin.
Think of all these things, and then
relax: it is gone.
But know that it will return unbidden,
take possession, and make you
see the world through its eyes,
this poem, this familiar,
this bold courtesan.
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Into the dark obsidian of heaven
Above, the blue deepens
Still refracting the dawn of that first day.
Caught in amber, drops of water
Hang from the end of each twig,
Streams of photons, tiny blazing fruit
Silhouette a lone tree on the skyline,
Fingers of light pushing through the mist
The sun rises
From the infinity of blackness
*Lines can be read from the top down
or upwards from the bottom

Autumn is Whispering
Oliver Burgess

When autumn calls,
The leaves start burning
On the trees.
They are turning
Red and orange,
Yellow and brown.
They start to fall off
Onto the ground.

When autumn calls,
The flowers die.
The first frost comes
And there is no blue sky.
It happens so quickly,
It catches you out;
You become frozen
While walking about.

When autumn calls,
The weather turns wet.
People walking to work,
Drenched they get.
Streams become rivers,
Ponds become lakes.
Apples fall off trees;
Then they are baked.

When autumn calls,
You go to sleep
With blankets all over you
In an untidy heap.
You wake up sometimes
With fog all around
Outside your house,
From the sky to the ground.

When autumn calls,
The days start to turn
As dark as the night;
Light never returns.
The curtains are closing,
The windows are shut,
While over the fire
Are toasted chestnuts.

When autumn calls,
Shops put up trees
In early September,
To tempt in buyers in.
Maybe sometimes
You’re sad summer’s gone,
But you know that Christmas
Isn’t too long.
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The Straits
Euan Wallace

I

t is quiet now. A strange, delicious hush lingers overhead, sits deep
among the rocks and the feet of rubble, more oppressive even than
the sun itself. It is tangible, almost tender, like water. But it is false, its
momentary calm destined to cruelly snatch itself away.
A boy sits lost and expressionless within it, sheltered by the carcass of
a burned out lorry cab. Sand, kicked up by a feral wind, noiselessly strikes
its metal shell as women, used to the silence, mourn at his back. All the
men are gone. The icy calmness whispers the past in his ear, reminds him
of when he’d run, laughing, to the sea, and watched the green waves wet
the sand. At night, the straits beckoned him towards the lights on the other
side. He would simply sigh, and sit down.
The silence heaves with tension. His eyes fall from the middle distance,
seeming to search the dirt as his great, cavernous pupils labour across the
sand. They rest on a body, little more now than a pile of cloth, laying stiff
beside him. The fabric is a skilful weave of black and red. Barely turning
his face, he extends a little hand, softly, as if to comfort it. With every tired
blink, the richness of his dying world grows more fuzzy and warped,
indifferent and cold. His fingers hover agonisingly above a rigid shoulder.
Desperate, almost touching, scarlet fibres strain upwards towards his hand.
Another breath of wind, still silent, disturbs a few brittle strands of hair.
His eyes shut. He breathes.
A woman nearby, her face firm with experience, removes her cracked
lips from a rusty water tap. It has been a cruel rainy season. She looks up,
unsettled by a ripple in the silence. The boy does the same, curling his little
hand and snatching it away from the pile of cloth. Dust covered ears prick
up. In its dying moments, the silence seems to intensify.
With a roar, the stillness is broken. A woman, skin stretched tight
over her bones, flies from the ruins of a nearby building. Her body is
white with ash. Others emerge from the bricks, fizzing through gaps in
the derelict masonry, erupting into the streets in a pool of confusion and
disembodied cries. The boy jumps down, having little alternative but to
trust the direction of the crowd. Submerged in a deluge of skin and bone,
legs pummel his face as dust, achingly dry, covers his body and cakes his
tongue. A cry of joy, or perhaps pain, explodes from the crowd. He doesn’t
know why.
The surge begins to slow, the air becoming unbreathable, the crowd
becoming unbearable as sweat and dust choke the streets. Someone
falls. The boy’s feet leave the ground, almost graceful, as the masses ebb
forwards. More bodies hit the floor. More follow. The air becomes thick,
visible, as ash rises to the impact of a falling crowd. A moan, deadened by
the sand, slumps from toppling bodies as they drop, layers thick, into the
dirt.
The boy looks up. It is quiet again. The figures beneath him, coated
in white, lie like gnarled sand dunes across the street. Among them are
scattered scraps of food. A few fresh supply crates, contents removed,
litter the dust. The wind breathes deeply, carrying to his ears the sounds of
movement. It is hot with perspiration.
A sharp bark across the silence, the slam of a car door catches the
attention of his hazy ears. A radio is flicked on, the music almost making
him smile. Dirtied tungsten cuts through the ash. Sallow and cold, the sky
peers down disinterested, its choking heat omnipresent. The boy closes his
eyes, lifting his face towards it, pleading for the rain that for too long has
eluded him. A drop would be enough. As the car pulls away, a hard, pale
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face looks at him with detached curiosity from the back window. He looks
back.
The vehicle carves a swirling path through the dust, its soft yellow glow,
abstract and diffused, casting shadows in the mist. The silence repulses
him. He gets up. Tumbling over hands and feet, sinking into the mass of
flesh, he breaks into a stifled limp. The sky watches on, unyielding. The
sun begins to fade. His feet move faster, his eyes grow wider, drinking in
the last drops of light as the tail lamps fade into the distance. He is running
now, bursting through dust, crying out in agonised determination. His
thirst needs no reason, no logic; it urges him forward, fashions hope from
dust and light.
***
Morning. The car is gone. The air is clear. Dazed, his face encrusted with
sand, the boy raises his head from the ground. He is nowhere – by the side
of some desert road. It scuttles, shining and black, across the horizon. He
rolls over, looks at the sky, still grey, as an old man – a salesman, by the
looks of him – struggles by in silence.
His thirst returns, his tongue crying out for liberation. The sky sits
resolute above him, unchanging, scornful. He shuts his eyes.
Somewhere in the desert, miles away, a single drop falls in silence,
melting away into the sand. It is quiet now.

Art by Timothy Nejad (A2)
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The Unknown
Oliver Branley

D

avid sat up in bed. He had been trying to get to sleep for a while
and decided just to give up and go downstairs for a while, see
if he could force tiredness upon himself. He walked past Alex’s
room. There was no sign of any light coming from within, no sound of her
fidgeting, trying to get comfortable so that she could get to sleep. Alex was
two years younger than David and had never seemed to have any trouble
sleeping, although you never do when you are fifteen do you? To be fair
David had only started having problems recently; before he could happily
sleep for ten hours with ease.
He went downstairs, hoping to find his mother sitting there in front
of the television with a mug of hot chocolate, watching whatever rubbish
she could find on the telly. David always felt a little sad about finding her
like this because it was the only time she could get to herself these days,
ever since David and Alex’s father had left. David’s mother had managed
to raise both Alex and David single-handedly since David was four. It
wasn’t as if she had done a bad job of it either; David was in his last year of
secondary school and would probably be heading of the Imperial College
in September to do Biochemical Engineering, which isn’t bad by any stretch
of the imagination. On the other hand, Alex seemed to be heading down a
much more artistic path. She was in her first year of doing her GCSEs and
she was getting good grades and was really enjoying Drama and English.
As David had hoped, his mother was sitting on the sofa watching an
episode of ER with George Clooney for what must have been at least the
fourth time. She turned around as David approached.
‘Hey Davie,’ she said, extending her arms to pull him into a hug.
‘What’s wrong? Can’t sleep again?’
‘Nope,’ David replied in a monotone. He came round and sat on the
sofa next to his mother. ‘What are you watching?’ David asked, trying to
make conversation.
‘Oh, nothing,’ his mother said waving towards the screen, acting as if
she wasn’t actually watching it. ‘You can put something on if you want.’
‘No; I’m fine thanks,’ David said, knowing that really his mother didn’t
actually want him to change the channel. Suddenly he was overcome by a
sudden rush of emotion and he hugged his mother, seeking some kind of
comfort.
‘What’s wrong Davie?’ his mother asked, and that was when the lights
all went out.
(This is the beginning of a longer story)
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Piano and Strings
Joely Koos and the Zolinsky Piano Trio
In September, music lovers of all ages were treated to
a special musical soirée in the School’s hall, and at the
end of the evening, all the performers were rewarded
with much deserved prolonged applause from the
audience.
During the first half, Joely Koos, who is professor of
cello at Trinity Laban Conservatoire and performs
regularly as soloist, performed Bach’s sixth Cello
Suite, which is sometimes understood to be Bach’s
interpretation of Christ’s resurrection. Apparently this
is one of the most difficult Suites to play on a four
stringed instrument, since it was written for an instrument with five strings and hence leaves the player
feeling as if they are constantly treading near the edge
of an abyss, negotiating notes on a string that were
not meant to be played on. Joely performed this feat
not only with much skill, but also from the heart, and
the emotion, spirituality, and uplifting qualities of the
piece shone through powerfully.

music as a rough guide… with added bits.’ The sounds
filling the hall were astounding, ranging from slow
lamenting cello plus voice to fast, furious and rhythmic
to raindrop-like pizzicato. It was an astonishing piece
and performance and like nothing I had ever heard
before.
In the second half, the Zolinsky Piano Trio performed
Schubert’s first Piano Trio in B flat major, which the
composer finished in the year of his death, in 1828,
aged 35. It has been said about this piece that ‘all of
one’s worldly worries disappear, and the world is fresh
and clear again.’ Having heard the three musicians
perform, I would have to agree, as we experienced
a joyful and exciting, but also lyrical and sensitive
interpretation of Schubert’s music. Playing very slightly
on the sharp side, the musicians underlined the lifeaffirming nature of the piece further.

I’m very glad not to have missed this entirely wonderful and uplifting evening, and my thanks go to the
From Bach, she took the audience to our own era by musicians for sharing their talent and to the Music
improvising on Giovanni Sollima’s Lamentatio, ‘using his department for organising the event.

Boogie Woogie Bugle Boys and Girls

GR

Autumn Concert
This year’s Autumn Concert
opened with a tasteful and bright
rendition of Carnaval de Brasil, featuring Head Boy Sean Bracebridge
on trumpet. His stylish interpretation of South American trumpeting
was the icing on the cake of this
inspired performance. The trumpet
section was to the fore again in the
band’s second performance, Boogie
Woogie Bugle Boy, ably masterminded once more by Phil Craig.

former Peter Moye’s excellent
trumpet playing shone through in
Hallelujah Drive. The first seasonal
offering of the evening, The Christmas Song, was harmonically beautiful and showed further the talent in
the School with some sensitive and
lyrical playing. Not to be outdone,
the award-winning school Barbershop Group sang the Appalachian
Carol I Wonder as I Wander with
outstanding poise, managing to
enunciate with clarity whilst maintaining a smooth melodic vocal line.

performance of Albinoni’s famous
Adagio in G minor, with Fourth
former Thomas Hillman’s delightful
violin solo keeping the audience
on tenterhooks. The School Choir
then joined the Strings to perform
Brahms’ Geistliches Lied, which was
perhaps the most stunning moment
in the evening.

Festive Brass picked up the boisterous excitement of the first half
with their performance of Frosty
The Flute Choir’s charming rendithe Snowman, and were followed by
tion of the famous tune Colonel
the delicate vocals of the Chamber
Bogey was the perfect follow-up
The Flute Ensemble played the
Choir in Rodney Bennett’s Susanni.
to these rousing tunes, and neatly
joyful Little Red Monkey to great
The Senior Clarinets gave an
acclaim from a near capacity
preceded the Wind Orchestra’s
assured performance of Mozart’s
brassy and bassy Hunger Games
audience, and were followed by a
Rondo from Serenade No.10 K361
short set from the Jazz Band. The
theme. The combination of thick
to lead into a bombastic finale from
lower brass harmonies and lilting
band performed Chick Corea’s jazz the Orchestra. For an ensemble
flute melodies was a joy.
anthem Spain with aplomb, featur- which only began a few years
ing solos from Sean Bracebridge,
ago, the renditions of Troika and
Further adding to the festival atJames Lear and Sophie Gay, though Copland’s Rodeo showed what
mosphere, Carnival was a rhythmic
it was Michael Roche’s extended
remarkable progress the Music
challenge that the Sax Ensemble
trombone masterpiece that had
Department has made in recent
more than mastered, showing
the audience’s chins wagging at
times. Congratulations to all of the
genuine musicianship and the
the break. James Lear’s polished
performers and staff for an excelpulsating baritone saxophone part
Santa Claus is Coming to Town was
lent musical feast.
of Sophie Gay was a terrific acan excellent end to an entertaining
MJS
companiment to Jai Raja’s exquisite
first half.
soprano playing.
The second half began in breathThe Middle School brass ensemtaking fashion with the String
ble continues to thrive and Third
Ensemble giving a mesmeric
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Singing with The King’s
When the vocal harmony group came to School
It was a privilege to hear the
two-time Grammy Award winning
group The King’s Singers, who gave
a thrilling concert in St Albans
Cathedral, but an even greater
privilege to sing with this renowned
ensemble.

cally varied and stunningly blended
programme. The concert began with
a series of arrangements from both
composers Byrd and Tallis as The
King’s Singers demonstrated their
ability to perform complex polyphonic pieces with a sense of ease.

Prior to the concert, the Cathedral Choir, the School Choir and
the Barbershop Group joined The
King’s Singers for a spectacular
masterclass, in which they were
coached on four pieces, including
Billy Joel’s And So it Goes and Bob
Chilcott’s High Flight. We were given
not only an invaluable lesson in the
art of singing but also in the visual
aesthetics of performing.

The Chamber Choir sang with
The King’s Singers to end the first
half of the concert with a superb
performance of Chilcott’s High
Flight, benefiting from the work
done earlier in the day. This was
swiftly being followed by the St
Albans School Barbershop Group,
who performed two simple but
highly effective pieces, including
Little Lamb, where the Group’s
exploitation of the playful and
bouncy rhythm amused the audience. Performing in the presence of
such esteemed company was nerve
racking, but was extremely rewarding and gave many of the School

That evening The King’s Singers
showed why the group is recognised as one of the most versatile
and celebrated vocal ensembles
in the world, performing a stylisti-
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singers an opportunity not only to
demonstrate their vocal ability, but
to capture some of the essence of
The King’s Singers’ performance.
The concert continued with nine
songs from The King’s Singers’
Great American Songbook before
being joined by the combined
choirs to perform A Thanksgiving.
An extremely successful night culminated in a joint rendition by The
King’s Singers and the Barbershop
Group of And So it Goes, much to
the delight of the audience. Once
again the infectious way in which
The King’s Singers performed was
evident, but perhaps what was most
evident was their ability to convey
emotions and their passion for
singing. This is something which my
peers and I also hope to incorporate into our performances.
Amit Wangoo
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Dazzling Keys
Steinway Concert
On the evening of 5 November
– a propitious day for fireworks,
though here of the heard kind –
the Library’s Steinway piano was
the enabling instrument for a
feast of varied pianism: a variety
developed through the interleaved
performances of both students and
professionals.

This piano has a huge dynamic
range – from a roaring, velvety
resonance in the bass to a bell-like
clarity in its upper register. After
a lively reading of some Bartok
dances by Louis Clayden, the
second noted quality of the piano
was heard at its best in Matthew
Rayner’s performance of Grovlez’s
charming Le Pastour.

Alexander Binnington skilfully wove
his way through a Toccatina by
Franz Reizenstein and short, sweet
and effective was Stratty Ryan’s
rendering of Martha Meir’s Jackson
Street Blues.
Playing from memory in his first
ever public performance, Arjan

Kolli persuasively communicated
the whirlwind of excitement and
ardour that is the Chopin Fantaisie-Impromptu. On the professional side, OA and piano teacher
Matthew Woodward played
Grainger’s richly harmonised
Colonial Song with taste and discernment and Music Department
leaders Messrs Stout and Young
played respectively Bill Evans’ Peace
The instrument’s ringing depth of
Piece, a stylish jazz improvisation
tone sounded in Thomas Hillover a gentle C major ostinato, and
man’s Brahms G minor Rhapsody
the controlled fury of Bartok’s
(he negotiated well the notorious
Allegro Barbaro, over a pounding F#
hand crossing right at the piece’s
minor ostinato, with utter convicopening) and Joe Griffiths’ Rachtion. The last notes of the evening
maninoff G minor Prelude, a much
were sounded by William Drake,
more stormy piece in the same key.
whose performance of Greig’s
Peter Gosling’s stylishly accomsunny, good-natured Wedding Day at
plished performance of Michael
Troldhaugen ended the evening in a
Harvey’s Valse Grotesque cleansed
suitable genial way.
the aural palette with some more
percussive sonorities, ready for
AKJ
the more lush upholstery of Liszt’s
Liebesträume, played by Thomas
Dilley, and the evergreen slow
movement of Beethoven’s Pathétique from Theo Gill.
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The Steinway pianos
have transformed
the experience
of piano playing
in the School, for
performers and
audiences alike

Music

45

Swinging with the Beat
The Jazz Evening
There are few sounds more
thrillingly joyous than massed
brass and saxes pumping
out a sharp rhythm. And
that is how the Jazz
Evening began, with
the School’s Jazz
Band playing Strommen’s The Opener, with
Sean Bracebridge’s first fine
trumpet solo of the evening. The
band bookended the first half of
the concert, with nine numbers
altogether. Ranging from Duke
Ellington to Chick Correa and
including sidesteps into adaptations
of Gerry Rafferty, these created
opportunities not only for fine
ensemble playing underpinned by
the drums and percussion of JJ
Wallace and Jack Dobson, but
for a number of striking
solos.
We had Sophie
Gay’s soulful
saxophone
and
Michael
Roche’s
slides
on the
trombone
in But For
Me, while
C Jam Blues,
after its initial
loco rhythm
and blasting
sax phrases,
was lifted first
by a
lively

the piano. Michael Roche took
over on the trombone, then Gethin
Wynne’s alto sax came to the fore.
Sophie Gay picked it up on the

tenor sax before James Lear took
over again. It was great to hear so
many players have the confidence
to take on solos, while the band
was tight and supportive throughout.
The band played some interesting
interpretations too, My Funny Valentine opening with a slow welling
sound with quiet cymbals, creating
a sense of menace, with a lovely
muted trumpet solo by Sean Bracebridge. In the
arrangement of
a lively performance
Gerry Rafferty’s
full of swagger and
Baker Street, the
bank of saxes
gesture
took the main
melody, while
Jai Raja (left) and Lucy Turberville
improvised on the famous haunting
saxophone solo.

In two vocal numbers, the band
supported Rosie Hudson and James
Lear in contrasting styles. Rosie
stepped up with bravura, shimmying her way through Fever, working
with the band through the changes
of pace in a lively performance full
of swagger and gesture. Quite different was the jaunty Latin swing of
Bracebridge
Sway, with Lear delighting the auditrumpet solo before
ence with some fancy footwork as
being passed to
well as rhythmic vocals.
James Lear
on the
James Lear also appeared as a solo
high
vocalist, singing I Fall in Love Too
keys Easily, accompanied by Phil Craig
of on the piano. What was impressive
here was a new control in Lear’s
voice, allowing a gentler, modulated
approach to the song, and a greater
sense of subtle stage presence,
moving around the space to treat
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different sections of the audience
to parts of the song.
When Sean Bracebridge took on
Cry Me a River, it was arguable
whether it was his gentle tenor,
caressing the lyrics, or his trumpet
solo, which was the more haunting,

Robert Moye is
somewhere behind
that tuba (above
left) and Ayala
explores her vocal
range with Urban
Blue (above right)

and Gus Laws-Mather turned out
was matched by absolutely secure
to be an accomplished crooner in bass and drums, while Vasilis XeNew York State of Mind, admirably
nopoulos treated the audience to
some virtuoso saxophone playing.
keeping his cool when Mr Stout’s
appearance as page-turner turned With guest guitar as well, the band
produced a fabulous sound. There
into a page-ripper routine, with
were some
sheets slipping
all over the
real highlights,
passing round the
like the gently
piano and floor,
melodies and solos
controlled piano
to the amusement of all,
with a tangible sense melody, with
gentlest of
including Gus.
of shared musical fun the
brushes on the
Quite different
drums, underfrom these was
pinning the
the pairing of Anthony Georgiou’s
breathy vocals in Skylark; Ayala’s
electric guitar and Jack Dobson’s
range from gravelly low registers to
thunderous drums in their Cityscape
sweetness in Georgia on My Mind;
medley, Anthony’s rapid fingers
the sax opening and guitar solo in a
and heavy chords matched by the
fascinating version of Summertime.
powerful rhythms laid down by
Jack’s drumming. What a contrast
It was a foot-tapping evening of
with Joe Griffith’s solo piano slot; in range and rhythm, a true delight to
send the audience swinging into the
a gently precise, unshowy performance he was playful at the piano, weekend.
communicating a real sense of
NJC
enjoyment, especially in the double
speed section of I Got Rhythm.
The second half comprised a slick
set from the vibrant band Urban
Blue, but as singer Ayala herself
suggested, the professionals by
no means outshone the students’
music. With piano, bass, sax and
drums around Ayala’s flexible
vocals, though, the pupils and the
audience were able to witness a
really tight, communicative group of
musicians, responding to the music
and each other, passing round the
melodies and solos with a tangible
sense of shared musical fun. Jamie
Salisbury’s work on the piano is
always deft and precise and here he
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Rosie Hudson
(left), completely
at ease with vocal
performance
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Hits of the 90s Relived
Anna Charlesworth time-slipped in the Summer Cabaret
The 90s is a decade our Sixth
formers only visited briefly, as
inattentive children with a shallow
word pool more concerned with
our eating and sleeping schedule
and less about the music around us,
but we were invited back to that
era in the Summer Cabaret. The
90s was a period of musical heavyweights: Britpop’s Blur and Oasis
rivalry, Nirvana’s grunge, icons such
as Prince. The Spice Girls were
there too.
James Lear, Ian Davidson, Will
Maynard and Will Rouse took
to the stage for a Sting medley,
merging a stream of hits from
Shape of My Heart to Fields of Gold.
No longer in
Following on, Jessica Goldie’s rendinappies: Rosie
tion of En Vogue’s Don’t Let Go saw
Hudson (above),
the evening enter into a juxtaposJessica Goldie,
ing genre, the backing vocals from
Matthew Loreti and
the band complementing what was
James Lear (below)
a very soulful piece. Similar hits
entertain with
from across the pond and the first
musical nostalgia
glimpse into rock included Will
Maynard’s rendering of Under the
Bridge and Richard Borlin’s venturesome When I Come Around, which
took him off the stage and strutting
through the audience.
Sequins, flares and union flag
dresses were brought up next on
the shoulders of the Spice Girls,
otherwise known as Tessa Coudert,
Sophie Gay, Ellie Pritchard, Charlotte Nissen and Bethan Roberts,
in a merry making of Wannabe.
Meanwhile, jumping back half the
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the 90s. The vocal replicated the
decade to 1991, Matt Loreti, in a
more mellow tone, perfomed Guns hoarse nature of the original with
the eerie guitar riff accompanying.
’n’ Roses’ Don’t Cry.
Meanwhile, Ian Davidson brought
Santana’s Smooth to the stage with
style and a flattering showcase
from the band. Unsurprisingly, ‘Hits
of the 90s’ couldn’t bypass Oasis.
Will Rouse was the man for the
job in his rendition of Champagne
Supernova mimicking the persona
of Liam Gallagher, hands behind
back, tambourine around the neck,
standing slouched, looking up to
the overhanging mic.

The youngest vocalist of the
evening, Will Foxton, accompanied by Will Rouse and James
Lear, performed with precision
Jeff Buckley’s Hallelujah, a hit most
probably known to the audience from DreamWork’s Shrek
rather than from the 1994 ballad’s
original performance. Similarly
gracious presentations came from
Sophie Gay, taking a break from
the saxophone in the band, taking
to the mic and delivering a How
Do I Love You while Rosie Hudson
approached Lisa Loeb’s Stay with
control and purpose.
Returning to the guitar bands of
the decade, Matt Loreti flounced
onto the stage with grunge’s
Soundgarden, who were among
bands such as Nirvana to popularise the genre, giving it a pedestal in

The first of the closing performances came from the charismatic
James Lear. Starting with his back
to the audience, upon his cue
he span to reveal his remake of
Robbie Williams’ striking look from
the music video of Let Me Entertain
You, although he rather appropriately left out the studded body suit
featured in the same video. Next
to the stage was the Geography
department’s very own Mr Payne.
On his last day at the School it
was rather fitting for him to be
singing Closing Time, which was met
with a hearty applause and got his
fellow colleagues accompanying his
vocal from the audience. Ending
the evening, the vocalists and band
members were invited back to the
stage for a buoyant rendition of
Take That’s Never Forget, led by the
voices of Mr Stout and Dr Saunders in what was a blissful end to a
successful School year.
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So Long, Farewell
The Leavers’ Concert
For students performing in the
Upper Sixth Leaver’s Concert, on
the evening of their penultimate
day of thirteen years’ schooling, emotions of expectation and
sadness ran predictably high. In
the first half, Louis Clayden and
Sean Bracebridge played as one in
a lively jazz duet for two trumpets
by Alan Craig, and Will Rouse
elegantly accompanied himself on
electric guitar, singing Sumner’s
Fields of Gold. In a different vein, Ian
Davidson, ’cello, and Matt Loreti,
guitar and voice, performed the
Lennon and McCartney number,
Girl and the unsurprising choice of
My Way was surprisingly moving
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in Tomás Hill López-Menchero’s
performance, accompanied by Sean
Bracebridge. Drama of another
kind came in Peter Gosling’s very
fast and furious Rachmaninoff G
minor Prelude, testing the wrists in
its loud, repeated chords and accurate left hand octave playing.
After the interval, Ellie Pritchard and
Charlotte Nissen sang Ed Sheeran’s
Tenerife Sea in a touching, heartfelt
way, while Peter Gosling colourfully
played the clever, somewhat tonguein-cheek Fantasia on ‘Pirates of the
Carribean’ by Klaus Badelt. By way
of complete contrast, Ian Davidson
rendered the Prelude to Bach’s
Second unaccompanied ’Cello Suite

most expressively. We were then
treated to Matthew McClafferty’s
performance of his own plangent
ballad Let Go, sung with moments
of elegantly controlled falsetto. The
finale was granted to the Leavers’
Barbershop, led by the popular
and ever-youthful ‘leaver’ Mr Tom
Robinson, singing the rich and
emotive Run to You by Pentatonix,
making a fitting end to a memorable
evening. Thus concluded a concert,
whose kaleidoscope of melody,
harmony and rhythm fell on the ears
of a most generous and receptive
audience.
AKJ
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Read All About It
Robin Ollington OA looks back on early inspiration
front page of the
paper. It included
a Latin masthead,
illustrations
and advertisements for such
products as
The subject that day was ShakeToga White, Bar
speare’s Julius Caesar and was taken
Bacchanalia and
by David Franklin, a larger than life
chariot repairs.
character who had recently joined
the staff following service during
Franklin’s posithe war, although in fact he had
tive response
further lit the
been an opera singer at Glyndbourne before the outbreak.
fuse and I was
hooked, so much
At the end of the lesson he anso that within
nounced that the subject chosen
a short while
for the evening’s homework was to
I was appearwrite up the death of Caesar as it
ing before the
would be reported in the twentieth
Head charged
century by the so called popular
with being a
press of the day. That was where it
subversive, for daring to produce
all started.
a rival to The Albanian, which at
that time of print restrictions was
Such was my enthusiasm for the
only in black and white and boring
idea that not only did I write up
the crime in all its gory details, in- in content. Further issues were of
course forbidden but my spirits
cluding
eye witness accounts,
were not dampened.
I also
created the
whole
On leaving School, determined to
follow this career path despite parental and other protests,
I found another
outlet
Little did OA Robin Ollington,
sitting in his English class in 1945,
realise the impact the lesson was
to have on his future life and career.
Indeed it is still doing so, some
seventy years later.

during my National Service, where
I contributed to the regimental
magazine.
Eventually, following training at art
school, I set out on my chosen
career in advertising and design
where there were ample opportunities to follow my interests. As
the years passed, I found myself
being called upon to work with
a wide variety of organisations
ranging from the National Trust
and The Daily Telegraph, to assisting
with campaigns for Age Concern
and even working today
with The Royal Hospital
and National Army Museum
amongst others. In August this
year I was informed that the
Newsletter for the Friends of
the latter had been voted the best
Friends Newsletter for museums,
with over 750 members, as well as
amusingly, breaking the tape ahead
of the Royal Navy Museum and
HMS Victory.
However, if there are laurels to be
laid, I say that they should belong at
St Albans School, for that original
inspiration, together with the
memory of David Franklin, who
I hope would have been pleased
with eventual outcome of his
lesson…
So you never know what might lie
ahead of you as you sit in that form
room.

Remembrance Service 2014
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Mini Madness
Fourth Former Sam Jarman’s winning
design for a Mini Clubman roof
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GCSE design and manufacture work by:
Hugh Mawer, Jacob Nygate
Hugo Clark
Background:
Backgammon board by Carsten Backhaus
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GCSE Point of Sale displays by:
Milan Yick, Sam Vance,
Sebastian Larsson, Cameron George

Amelia Cook’s A Level design work for Butterfly World

The Albanian 2016

Creative Design

53

54

Trips

The Albanian 2016

Experiencing the Trenches
Fourth Formers explore the First World War battlefields
An appropriately cold Sunday
morning saw us on Hill 60, three
miles southeast of Ypres. As it
is on high ground, it was a vital
strategic advantage in the Battle
of Ypres in 1914, overlooking any
oncoming enemy.Visiting Sanctuary
Wood afterwards, we saw where
the Germans committed to a huge
bombardment against the Allied
defences around Ypres but never
managed a breakthrough. This area
became one of the most important
parts of the war’s most intensive
fighting. Generals refused to surrender this area because the First
Battle of Ypres had come to mean

something to them and giving up
might have meant that the soldiers
had fought in vain.
At Sanctuary Wood we could
look around and walk inside the
trenches, as well as see some gruesome images taken at the time.
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Memorials and
trenches in the
World War I
battlefields

The first location on the second
day was Vimy Ridge, which at the
start of the war was considered
important as it was higher ground
over the Douai Plain. It was
captured by the Germans, who
made dugouts and placed heavy
artillery to defend the land. Two
attempts were made by the French
to take the Ridge, both repelled by
the German defences. Canadian
infantry, supported by British artillery attacked the Ridge on 9 April
1916, resulting in a German retreat
to the Douai Plain. The Canadians,
with British support, took 9,000
prisoners. Now they could see all
the enemy’s movements of troops
and defences easily. The Canadians
had to wait for several days while
the next attack was organised,
which, due to the weather, began
on 23 April. This meant that the
Germans had time to deploy new
troops and their defences were
re-dug, so the Germans still held
Douai.
The second site we visited was
Lochnagar Mine, the site of the
explosion of the biggest mine of
the war; it was said that the ‘earth
column rose higher and higher to
almost 4000 ft’.
The Thiepval Memorial, which we
visited next, commemorates the
British soldiers with no known
graves who died in that area
throughout the war, not just those

during the Battle of the Somme.
Their names are engraved on the
sixteen pillars of the monument.
72,246 British and South African
men fell between July 1915 and
1918. Here we laid a wreath of
poppies on behalf of the CCF.
On the third day we went to the
largest War Graves Commission
cemetery on the western front,
Tyne Cot Cemetery. Nearly 12,000
British soldiers were buried here
during the conflict at Ypres but
after the retreat from Passchendaele the cemetery came under
German authority, which led to
pillboxes being installed. Afterwards
we went to a conspicuous town
just outside Ypres, Langemarek. The
control of Langemarek changed
hands multiple times during the
war; it is also where Germans
introduced poison gas, killing
2,000 Canadians in April 1915. This
cemetery is commemorated to the
German soldiers who died in the
war, unlike the other cemeteries
that focus on the allied deaths.
This was a great and memorable
trip; the History department gave
us a memorable opportunity to
develop our understanding of this
period of European history.
Alex Nejad and Noah Arthur-Tinworth
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Roaming Through Italy
Classics Trip to Rome and the Bay of Naples
It is difficult to know what frustrated Mr Rowland most. Was it
the worst weather he had ever
experienced on a Classics Trip to
Italy? Perhaps more likely, it was the
lack of directions to the restaurant
booked for the evening meal by the
tour company in Rome. It could,
though, have been the coach driver
missing the turn off to Sorrento,
resulting in an unexpected view of
Amalfi from above which admittedly we would otherwise have missed.
The strongest candidates, though,
are the metal barriers and coned
off areas throughout Pompeii and
repeated assurances that favoured
routes and rooms were ‘closéd,
closéd.’ Compared with these, one
pupil’s test of Europe’s open border
policy without a passport was a
doddle.

skylight, or oculus, overhang the
chapels and statues which now
occupy its walls.

to the ancient Roman port of Ostia
and the best motorway service
station meal I have ever eaten – the
fresh bread basket and crisp and
tasty salade niçoise put Moto and
its like to shame.

Vesuvius smoked, wreaths and
plumes of steam and gases rising
from around the lip of the crater,
but did not tremble, even with 57
St Albans schoolboys and one St
Albans schoolgirl staring down
into it. Standing up there, with the
city of Naples spread beneath, it
was easy to see how Pompeii and
Herculaneum were vulnerable to
the eruption in 79AD, and how
vulnerable the three million populaThe following day started in the bath
tion of the Naples area would be to
house in an attempt to keep teenage
any further eruption.
boys hygienic, but this was the Baths
of Caracalla, built between 212 and We gained a sense of that vulner217 AD. It was not only the scale
ability on our visit to Herculaneum,
Ecce, the Classics Trip had numerof this vast site that was impreswith rain, rather than ash, falling
ous diversions, but the party of
sive, but the number of beautifully
in torrents from the sky. The
nearly sixty pupils and eight staff
preserved mosaics, adorning floors fascination of this city is that the
enjoyed six exhausting and fascinatand sections of the walls. Mosaics,
pyroclastic material which covered
ing days in Italy, starting with a 4am
unsurprisingly, were to become a re- it preserved, rather than destroyed,
meeting at Woollams followed by
curring theme of the trip. But what a much of the structure, so that many
a full day’s tramping around Rome.
help it would have been to have had wooden rooves, joists and rafters
Italy’s capital has a reputation for
a scale model of the baths in their
are intact, albeit carbonised. The
being a rather edgy city full of
original state, to contextualise those boys were ghoulishly thrilled by the
Catholic and Classical delights,
fallen walls, sunken spaces and wide skeletons more recently discovbaking in Mediterranean heat. It
gateways. The same might be said of ered in the old boathouses along
proved to be a friendly, rather
the Circus Maximus, where it was
the original seashore, having failed
ramshackle city in steady drizzle.
difficult to envisage racing chariots
in their escape from the city. Less
None of that could dampen the
and baying crowds in the big green
magnificence of St Peter’s, however,
dip in the ground.
whose ornate richness did not
overwhelm owing to the immenThe gigantic spaces of the Forum
sity of the space. From geometric
were more impressive, the sense of
marble floor to multi-cupola ceiling, history reverberating as we stood
the building reduced the pupils to
where, 2059 years ago, the crowd
awestruck wanderers, eyes raised, heard Marcus Brutus justify his aschins lowered. The Papal Swiss
sassination of Julius Caesar before
Guards were also a diversion, their Mark Antony carried out the
pantomime costumes making them bloodied body and set the civil war
seem as if they had popped out of a in motion. And from there to the
cuckoo clock.
Colosseum, the O2 of 1935 years
ago, with its vast ranges of tiered
From there, we moved on through
seating and its under stage rooms
the teeming streets to a very diffor animals and gladiators.
ferent dome, that of the Pantheon,
built by the Emperor Hadrian
So Rome in two days, then aboard
between 118 and 125 AD. Its stark a coach for the long drive to the
geometric ceiling and eye-like
Bay of Naples, enlivened by a visit
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Scenes from Trajan’s Column (above), St Peter’s (far left), the Colosseum (far right)

Darius meets
Alexamder (top),
the Roman Forum
(centre) and the
group outside
Herculanuem
(below)

The mosaics experience was not
complete until we had visited the
Archaeological Museum in Naples,
which houses those salvaged from
Pompeii and Herculaneum. There
we had scenes of domestic life,
detailed portraits of animals and
birds, still lives, depictions of actors
and musicians, but the most impressive was a whole wall covered
with Alexander’s defeat of Darius,
every horse and soldier individually
characterised, all picked out in one
and a half million mosaic tiles no
bigger than 2mm square.

macabre were the beautiful marble
floors, the remaining evidence of
Our final Classical visit was to
piped water to the houses and the
Oplontis, a brief detour on the
astonishing mosaic of Neptune and
way back to the airport in Rome.
Salacia in one of the houses.
The Villa Poppaea, also affected by
At Pompeii the following day there the Vesuvius eruption, is a magwere of course mosaics too, but
nificent private villa, believed to be
the finest sight was the frescoes in that of Nero’s second wife. With
the Villa of the Mysteries, believed corridors, courtyards, rooms and
to depict the rites of marriage. The a huge private swimming pool,
most adorned with lustrous wall
detail and glowing colours, largely
undamaged, were a revelation – it
paintings, it was easy to see what a
was a great relief that this particu- grand and imposing residence this
lar villa was open, as much of the
must have been. It was a fitting way
site was cordoned off and access
to end a packed and enjoyable trip,
restricted. One of the most memo- guided throughout by Mr Rowrable moments in Pompeii was Mr land’s Classical knowledge and Dr
Rowland’s offer to demonstrate the Tanner’s precise navigation, through
acoustics of the theatre by reciting Rome in particular. The pupils
a poem. I sat back, expecting Catul- learned a lot, and I am sure the
lus, or Ovid perhaps. No; we, and
experience will continue to reveal
several other appreciative visitors, itself to them over coming years.
were able to give Mr Rowland a
NJC
standing ovation for his moving
recitation of Spike Milligan’s ‘Silly
Old Baboon’.
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Santander Widens Experience
Spanish Exchange
Over the Easter break, twelve
aspiring Spanish students from the
Fourth and Sixth Forms travelled
to Santander for the return fixture
of the Spanish Exchange. Santander
is home to 180,000 people, on the
north coast of Spain. The partner
school was located in the middle
of Santander, with terrific views
across the Cantabrian Sea and the
Picos de Europa mountains behind
it. The weather throughout the trip
was mostly sunny, a comfortable 16
degrees.
We arrived in Santander on the
Thursday night, and our reception
was comparable to the return of a
winning world cup team – shouting,
waving, hugs and kisses welcomed
us all. It’s worth pointing out that
the host families were truly passionate people; during the week I
met the local restaurant owners,
bakers, neighbours and the families
of Guillermo’s friends, and all
seemed delighted to see me learning their language.
On the Friday morning we had a
tour of the city, visiting the new
promenade which was constructed
after a fire in 1941 caused catastrophic damage. The guide took
us into a local fish market and the
Cathedral, and a group of us explored one of the many tapas bars
in the old sector of Santander. That
evening all the exchange pupils
gathered in a disco, which ensured
great laughter and bonding.
The weekend followed, and we
were the responsibility of our
families. Luckily for me, the mother
of Guillermo, my exchange partner,
used to be a tour guide, and the
lighthouse, surfing beaches and
fish restaurants suddenly became
familiar. Some of our party actually did go surfing to El Sardinero,
an elegant beach where many
Spaniards from other parts of the
country come to holiday. Some of
us met to watch Objetivo Londres
in a nearby cinema, in Spanish of
course. I also watched my partner
play football, where, unlike on the
side-lines in Hertfordshire, the
families saw a new face and were
delighted to meet me. I quickly
became acquainted with everyone
there – all the players, families and
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tigers, meerkats, elephants, camels
and ostriches to name a few, but a
personal highlight was the silverback gorilla which sat down right in
front of us. We again enjoyed free
time and the fantastic sandwiches
which our hosts had made for us. In
the afternoon we went to a village
where we consumed large amounts
of churros with chocolate, and
found a great spot next to a river
to relax.
coaches. There was a true sense of
community.
Monday to Thursday then took a
familiar routine. We met at school
at 8 am, played football against the
eager primary school students,
(who wanted to embarrass us, and
mostly succeeded) then departed
as a group for the activity for the
day. On Monday, accompanied by
our teachers, Mrs Butcher and Mrs
Jardine, we travelled south west
to the Picos de Europa, a superb
mountain range which was only just
over an hour away from Santander.
Lush valleys, snowy mountains and
rivers panned the countryside as
we arrived at the cable car. We
then experienced a drastic change
in climate as we ascended to the
top of a snowy mountain. Several
Fourth Formers scaled a remarkably large, snowy hill whilst the
rest of us enjoyed extraordinary
views across the valley, snowball
fights, hot chocolate and churros
in the café. We then descended and
stopped off in Potes, a small town
in the countryside with the backdrop of the Picos. We had free time,
and a group of us in the Sixth Form
explored a local market before
eating our packed lunches next to
the river, enjoying the sun. We then
headed back to the school, and to
our hosts.
On Tuesday we travelled east to
Bilbao, another coastal city but significantly larger than Santander. We
had the pleasure of a tour guide
who introduced us to the Guggenheim Museum and to Bilbao from
the top of a hill, before we had free
time to enjoy the city.
The following day was spent at Cabárceno, an enormous natural park
close to Santander. We saw bears,

The Exchange group
(above) and a
satellite view of the
city of Santander
(below)

After these excursions, we went to
the beach to play football with our
hosts and their friends, whilst locals
kite surfed on the beach. It was a
great sight.
On the last day, we spent time in
the Maritime Museum in Santander,
where they had preserved the
skeleton of a fin whale which had
washed up on the shores in the
early 1900s. In the afternoon we
toured the stunning Palacio de la
Magdalena, now host to summer
language courses, which was
constructed for the Royal Family
who spent summers there from
1913-1930.

There were emotional goodbyes
at the airport, with many of us
being invited to return back in the
summer. All of us noticed that the
host families put great effort in
ensuring that we enjoyed our stay,
and it’s fair to say they succeeded.
The exchange wasn’t only great
for learning Spanish – I think we
all improved our fluency notably
– but also for meeting truly caring
families and hosts. We are still in
contact with our hosts, and all have
many hopes to return.
Jack Swan
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A Trip with the Glacier Geezers
Lower school boys headed to Iceland
Next was Gunnuhver’s Geyser,
which was the
source of the
smell, and it was
even worse up
close.

Just after the end of term, a group All aboard the Sun
of Lower School boys decided to
Voyager sculpture in
abandon summer and head for the Reyjkavik
ice. We flew with Iceland Air to
Keflavik, the main airport that is
near Reykjavik. We were pleasantly
surprised to discover free wi-fi and
an on flight entertainment screen.
At 5:38, Iceland time, we finally
boarded our coach. The coach
drove around the area before
stopping at ‘The Bridge Between
Continents’. When we reached
‘The bit of hot black sand between
continents’ we messed around
throwing sand at each other, and
some of us looked at the interesting rock formations on either side.
Or maybe that was just me.
At our next stop the mild whiff of
sulphur was enough to make us gag.
We stopped at a coastal hill near
the oldest standing lighthouse in
Iceland. The hill was very steep, but The boys sample the
we got to the top eventually. It was
aromas at Gunna
so windy that I very nearly fell over. hot spring, Rekyanes
peninsula
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to walk on the glacier itself as we
were told that it was too dangerous. Later we went to the black
beach, a beach covered in black
basalt pebbles. We then enjoyed
puffin spotting, but unfortunately I
failed to find any.

On arrival at the
hotel we noticed
that there was
a playground,
which we used
every day,
despite the fact
it was built for
little kids. We
then had my
favourite dinner
of the whole trip

The next day we left the farm hotel
and on our way to Reykjavik, where
we would stay for our last night,
we drove through a popular area
of Iceland, ‘The Golden Circle.’ We
stopped by a blue river, where we
climbed on some rocks, and this
was followed by a visit to Gulfoss,
the largest but most touristy
waterfall in Iceland. Later we visited
Geysir, where I watched the tallest
geyser erupt, then spent 40 minutes
– fish curry.
waiting for another to erupt. At
this point my friends got bored and
The following day, after feasting on
abandoned me, and for a while I
our daily breakfast of waffles, we
was frightened that I had missed
drove to the area which had been
the bus. Perhaps the best part of
worst affected by the Eyjafjallajökull
the day was visiting Thingvellir,
volcanic eruption of 2010. Next
where we saw the continental split
we moved on to Seljalandfoss. This
and Icelandic parliament. However,
was a waterfall that we were able
we still had two more things left
to walk behind, although I was too
for the day: a trip to the Reykjavik
scared. We also stopped near a
viewing platform, and bowling. But
glacier, where everyone messed
first we checked in to our hotel,
around near a river, as well as obthe hotel Viking. Here there had
serving the way the glaciers work.
been a mix up, which fortunately
Finally, we visited the Thorsmork
meant that we lodged in Icelandic
Valley for a short walk, then after
God themed cabins.
some games and dinner we turned
in for the night (but only after a
On the last day we made a trip
play the playground).
to the local church. Our final trip
was an hour at the Blue Lagoon, a
Another site we visited was Sköspa with volcanically heated water
garfoss, the most famous waterfall
containing silica, which is supposed
in Iceland, and this time I felt brave
to be good for your skin.
enough to walk behind it. This was
followed by a trip to Sólheimajökull This was, in every way, a brilliant
(jökull being the Icelandic word for trip.
glacier). Here we walked very close
Jacob Hougie
to a glacier, but we weren’t able
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Learning from the Challenge
The Silver Award
Most Fifth formers take part in the
Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award,
which consists of a physical section,
skill section, volunteering section
and an expedition. It all culminates
in a presentation, done in the first
few weeks of the Sixth Form.

seemed as though it was a torrential downpour. The first attempts
at cooking with the trangia were
hindered greatly by the rain.

Our second day began in the
Sustainability Centre, where we
would later finish the practice
For the physical element of the
expedition. We headed towards
Award, many students went to
our destination of Whitewool Farm,
the School gym for an hour after
gaining more height until the end at
school, or simply factored in preOld Winchester Hill, overlooking
existing sporting arrangements to Whitewool Farm. Here, my group
complete the section. For the skill, analysed the fort at the top of
students had to take part in a non- the hill and took a quick break to
physical activity which improved
admire the view; after all, we were
their proficiency in a topic. Many
at the summit and could gaze in all
skills were offered in School, such
directions around us. At Whitewool
as learning bridge in Bridge Club.
Farm, the night was much more
The volunteering section typically
peaceful than the first, although the
involved helping in charity shops or stench from the pig enclosure just
sports clubs, or any other organisa- over the hedge from our tent was
tion that was seeking help. All these not ideal.
can be completed at any point
For my group, the highlight was this
throughout the year.
great view at the top of Old WinThe expedition aspect of the award chester Hill; for others it was the
required groups to go on two trips. Bat and Ball pub. The pub is known
The first, the practice expedifor being opposite the Broadhalftion, was in the Easter holidays
penny Down Cricket Club, the
and lasted for three days and two
‘Cradle of Cricket’. For cricket fans
nights; the second was immediately on the trip, this historic visit was
after the GCSEs, lasting for three
unforgettable.
days and three nights.
On the final day, we headed to
Queen Elizabeth Country Park,
Training: South Downs
where we had begun our expedition. My group ventured up Butser
My group went to the South
Hill once again, although this time
Downs for our practice expedition.
the wind was extremely strong,
We travelled there somewhat reresulting in us taking an impromptu
luctantly, as the forecast predicted
break behind some bushes before
rain.
reaching our destination and finishAfter arriving at Queen Elizabeth
ing the training trip.
Country Farm, we began with a
short acclimatisation walk to gain
Qualifying: Peak District
more experience with compasses
in an actual expedition environFor the qualifying expedition in the
ment. Then we ventured off,
Peak District, we naïvely expected
beginning the first day with a steep sunny weather after a good foreclimb up Butser Hill although we
cast. However, we were disappointexperienced little height gain after ed by the incessant rain on the
that. The predicted rain began just first and final day. Having set off in
before we arrived at the campsite; good spirits, the downpour – which
although it was a mere shower,
lasted all of the first day – soon
after walking for seven hours it
turned our mood sour. Indeed,
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our group spirit and humour only
returned once our tents were
pitched and we were dry and warm
inside them.
The second day saw much more
fortunate weather, where we
climbed to the top of Kinder Low.
Here, to satisfy our expedition
aim, we analysed the impacts of
tourism of the area, while other
groups investigated the effect of
human contact on the environment.
Some took a more light-hearted
approach, creating an Instagram
account of their journey.
We found that the impact of
tourism was not noticeable from
a distance due to the breathtaking
views, but once we looked more
closely at the footpaths, we found
litter and a degraded environment due to the number of people
walking through the area each day.
Despite this, many streets consisted
solely of empty shops and shutdown stores, showing the need for
more tourism in the Peak District.
On our final day, we suffered
multiple long climbs, although this
is what is to be expected when
planning a route with little local
knowledge. Despite this, and the
drizzle which occurred on and off
during the day, we remained in high
spirits.
When we finished, we relaxed and
ate the remainder of our rations.
After having spoken to our assessor, we discovered that we had
passed successfully and agreed
that the qualifying expedition was
much more enjoyable than training,
despite the weather. Our knowledge from the practice expedition
came in extremely useful, as we
knew how to take bearings and
could read maps with ease. Despite
being a challenge for many, including
me, the expedition was by far the
most rewarding aspect of the Silver
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
Jamie van der Welle
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An Award of Many Parts
Jonny Ascott found many challenges on
the way to Gold
Earlier this year I started the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Gold Award and by
the time of publication, I hope I will
have completed it. For those that
don’t know, the Award comprises
five sections, of which I have done
four, and here I will reflect on
my Dukes experiences. As well
as the infamous expedition, the
programme involves a number of
other elements which are just as
important. Expedition, volunteering,
physical, skill and residential sections must be completed in order
to achieve the Award.
I made use of St Albans School’s
Partnership Scheme with local
primary schools to do my 12
months of required volunteering.
With my GCSE Graphics insight, I
signed up for the DT Partnership
Scheme and fortunately got on to
it. Each Friday afternoon, I, along
with a number of other students,
under the leadership of Mr Phillips,
helped put on a DT masterclass
for Year 6 students. For the first
term, this involved leading a class
in a substantial design and make
project. I had the chance to do
example demonstrations and help
the children develop their ideas. In
the second term, the DT partnership team made the short walk to
St Michael’s C of E Primary School
and led weekly mini-projects. One
week we were making balloon
powered cars, the next, structures
to catch and save a falling egg. In
the final term, we repeated the first
extended project but with another
class.

of the way through the season
against Leighton Utd Blues. We
were 1-0 up at half time, then two
players got into a fight, one was
sent off and the other stormed
off home, leaving only 9 of us
to battle through the second
half. We were penned in our
own half for almost the
entirety of the second half
and how they did not
find a way to score was
astonishing. Chance
after chance was
blocked, saved,
scuffed or hoofed,
when with about
a minute to go, we hit
them on the break, scoring a
beautiful second goal and clinching the game 2-0, as the fans went
wild. This sparked a run of wins
after several heavy defeats and was
surely a turning point in the season.
We finished 8th out of 13.

The Duke of
Edinburgh’s
Award provides
many learning
opportunities

Turning 17 shortly after I enrolled
on Gold Dukes, it seemed a natural
It’s usually a good
decision for me to use learning
to drive as my skill for the Award. idea to know where
you are going…
I say ‘skill’, but two failed driving
tests later (and potentially more to
come, although let’s hope not…),
you would question my choice of
word. First time, I cruised through
a zebra crossing with someone
on it, and on my second test I cut
across a car, almost causing a crash.
Still, there has been improvement
and of course I am a better driver
now than I was this time last year.

And that brings me to the expedition section. In a group with some
For my physical section I played
hard core outdoorsy people and
Sunday League football for AFC
accomplished walkers (Hugo
Luton. This meant training once
Stephens and Josh Oliver, looking
a week for an hour and playing
at you), I thought we were always
competitive matches on a Sunday
destined for success. The practice
afternoon. After an awful start to
expedition in the Peak District
the season, taking 3 points out of
went routinely and we finished in
a possible 15 in our opening five
good time each day, and other than
games and conceding 28 goals, we the extremely frosty nights, it was a
slowly but surely returned to our
happy and successful trip. However,
natural position – mid-table. This
the assessed expedition in the Lake
was, in part, due to our resilience
District proved quite different. We
as a team in the face of adversity
acquired an extra person this time
when the odds seemed stacked
who, with his bad knees and slow
against us. One of the most memo- pace, possibly didn’t fit our group’s
rable games happened two-thirds
‘go hard and fast’ attitude. This in
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Play Your Cards Right
many ways was a good situation
to experience, as for any team to
work well, there must be compromise and grace, which we learned
plenty about. A manifestation of this
teamwork occurred going up the
notorious Windy
for any team to
Gap, when
several of us
work well, there must
took shifts carbe compromise and
rying two bags in
order to relieve
grace
some people
of the weight
on their backs. When we weren’t
walking, we were completing our
aim which was to assess and evaluate different expedition foods.
For the record, we didn’t think
Expedition Foods Spaghetti Bolognaise was worth its £7.99 price
tag but tuna with Uncle Ben’s rice
proves a great alternative. After
four gruelling days, including one
route which took us twelve hours
to walk, we completed and passed
the expedition.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold
Award has given me a great opportunity to volunteer, get involved
in sport, add to my skillset and have
some fun.
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For Silver Skills

tedly, not always there for me on
a Monday lunchtime, which was a
problem, as the nature of the game
doesn’t allow you to switch off at
any time. Remembering what cards
had already been played was of
paramount importance for success.
As I found out, just because you
had a hand packed with very high
trumps, it doesn’t allow you to
complacently switch-off, as I was
torn to shreds by the delighted
The complexity of bridge is
competition. The need to fulfil
something that is not often realised
the bid led to much excitement
by the casual observer. Even the
towards the end of the hand, as
bidding at the start of the hand
often overzealousness during the
offers a tactical master class for all
bidding or overconfidence in abiliinvolved. Whether attempting to
ties became painfully apparent.
give subtle hints to your irritatingly
oblivious partner or winning in the I have found my bridge playing
experience very entertaining, and
battle of wits with the opposition
to get your choice of trumps, bridge look forward to impressing my
did its best to dispel the misnomer grandparents when I demonstrate
my newly garnered knowledge.
of it being a ‘boring game’. The
concentration required was, admitBen Plumer
To complete the skills section of
my Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award, my group and I took part in
the School Bridge Club on Monday
lunchtime. Under the supervision
of ex-international bridge player,
Mr Bradnam, I was able to hone my
bridge talents over three months,
developing from being clueless to
almost being able to participate
usefully in a match.
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Engineering Experience
A day at Nottingham University
many more ways than we would
assume. We learned how to open
up the command-prompt application in a computer, in which we
were able to ascertain whether
a program was being run at the
correct time, and at what date it
was run, allowing us to determine
whether there was a virus on
board the computer. As a result
of these sessions, despite being
novices, we were able to gain much
new knowledge in the subject of
cryptographic engineering.

Ronak (right) also
showed his interest
in engineering at the
Big Bang Science
Fair in Birmingham

The Engineering Experience Course,
run by the Smallpiece Trust, is a
residential course held over three
days. It is intended to stimulate the
interest in engineering in the minds
of young students in Year 9. This
year, three companies (Rolls-Royce,
FirstGroup and Cyber Security
Challenge UK) had come to give
some insight into different areas
of engineering, and why they differ
from the stereotypical idea of
mechanical work. Groups comprising students from different schools
had sessions with several of the
companies.
The first, Cyber Security Challenge
UK, was founded in 2010 as a
way of inspiring and enabling the
public to become cyber security
professionals. We were taught progressively more complex coding,
starting with the raw basics, and
swiftly progressing to the point
where we had accumulated enough
skills to be able to hack a whole
network, purely by following some
simple procedures. One apparent
implication of this course was that
engineering exists in a variety of
forms, and it affects our lives in
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When compared with Cyber Security Challenge UK, Rolls-Royce’s
session could be deemed a polar
opposite, since it was based on
mechanical engineering, leading to
construction in a workshop rather
than a computer room. Contrary
to popular perception, Rolls-Royce
does not make cars, with that being
handled by the German manufacturer BMW. Rolls-Royce works in
various industries, particularly the
aerospace industry, where it works
on civilian and defence systems. An
engine range that we were shown
was the ‘Trent’ series, and that
name could be considered apt, as
the course was held in Nottingham,
home to the River Trent and Trent
Bridge. With Rolls-Royce, we were
taught about the mechanics of
aircraft, being taught about forces,
and variables that could determine
what would be a successful flight,
then using that knowledge to
construct our own models. This
was shown with us building model
gliders using instructions, then
learning about lift and forces that
determine it, which subsequently
led us to build a wing, the main
source of lift. Eventually, we were
faced with the challenge of building
our own glider, which was fiercely
competitive.
We all gained a huge amount from
this course. As well as being informative, it offered us a tantalising
glimpse of university life.
Ronak Parikh
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An Evening with

Simon
Godwin

understanding at primary school,
St Albans School, the Anna Sher
Theatre and Cambridge. Hamlet
was a pinnacle; otherwise he was,
in his words, best at playing ‘posh
twits.’

It was at Cambridge that Simon
turned to directing and since then
he has moved around the country,
with stints at Northampton, the
Bristol Old Vic, the Royal Court,
the National Theatre, the Globe
To give him his credit, he had not
and the RSC among others. Simon
realised that I was the newlyspoke about these key stages in
arrived English and Drama teacher,
his development with a consistbut it caused much amusement to
ent refrain on the importance of
his friends and a certain embarrisk. He told the story of Rupert
rassment to himself. Over the next
Goold warning him that he would
few years I was to learn just how
‘never come back’ when he left
interested this boy was in drama,
his Assistant Director’s post in
as I taught him GCSE and he played
Northampton to retrain in physical
Mephistophilis to his great friend
and collaborative theatre. The new
Jalaal Hartley’s Faustus in the West
understanding and technique he
Gate Room. The two of them were
gained from this apparently careeralso a fine Hamlet and Horatio in
ending move eventually led to work
the main School production. I suwith the Royal Court, London’s
pervised his rather unusual English
premier venue for new dramatic
A level individual study, where he
writing, and to the Bristol Old Vic,
evaluated the French surrealist
one of the most respected regional
Antonin Artaud’s proposal to stage
theatres. It was in those venues
Jacobean dramas without their
that Simon Godwin started to
words, and we would often discuss
make his mark as a director.
our shared interest in legendary
theatre director Peter Brook.
Simon spoke of other risks, such
as bringing the work of new and
So it was a delight to see Simon
unproven dramatists to the stage at
Godwin again, sitting in front of the
the Royal Court, as well as keeping
stage where he played Hamlet, disup with the challenge of Ralph
cussing his current work preparing
Fiennes’ ferocious lack of comfor a production of Hamlet for the
promise while staging Shaw’s five
RSC, a production which will have
hour play Man and Superman at the
completed its Stratford run by the
National. He described Fiennes as
time this article is published.
‘uncompromising and totally brave’,
Head of Drama Mary Bruton, in
training as an actor as an athlete
the pink chair, was our chat show
would, with attention to exercise
host, giving Simon a friendly grilling and diet, understanding completely
to which he responded with care, the relationship between work,
thought and humour. He took us
success and fame.
through his developing theatrical
Shortly after I arrived at the School,
a rather serious Third Former
asked me, ‘So, are you very interested in drama, then, sir?’
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Simon Godwin
amused the
audience with
anecdotes, and
from the archives,
his appearance as
Mephistophilis in Dr
Faustus in the West
Gate Room

Asked what it was that Simon
wanted ‘to say’ as a director,
he answered thoughtfully. ‘It is
intimidating to be asked what you
want to say,’ he replied, ‘but the
choices you make show you things
about yourself – things said that
you didn’t know you wanted to
be said.’ He also acknowledged
the difficulties with the transitory
nature of the theatrical art. ‘You
work for a year or so,’ he said, ‘then
it’s gone. There’s no pot, no picture,
no book.’

For the National Theatre, Simon has directed
Man and Superman and The Beaux Stratagem. He
made his RSC debut in 2014 with The Two Gentlemen of Verona and directed Hamlet this year.
His responses to questions
throughout the evening were
thoughtful and frequently funny. His
main job as director, he asserted,
was ‘to prevent people from falling
asleep’, commenting that audiences
in provincial theatres tend to be
very friendly and open, which was
not always the case in London. This
was accompanied by neat satirical
performances of typical London
theatre audience members, showing
that Simon has not lost his acting
skills. There was a similar amusing
improvisation which imagined Benedict Cumberbatch’s preparations
for the soliloquies in Hamlet, which
were all too believable.
In closing, Simon paid tribute to
the School, likening his experiences
here to ‘the rings of a tree – they
become your core.’ Crucially, he
advised the students to take risks:
‘Put yourself in the risk place to be
more creative,’ he suggested. And
asked to name his greatest inspiration? Peter Brook, of course.
NJC
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Blade Man

Word Games

Tim Bowler visit

Creative Writing Day
The First Form Creative Writing Day started with
a session with Hazel Eggleton, author of Ghost of
Widdecot Manor, who taught the boys how to ‘show,
not tell’. As part of this, everyone wrote a short story,
paying particular attention to the careful development
of their prose.
Fred Sedgwick read some of his own poetry and shared
with the pupils that a lot of it was actually based on his
cat – so sources close to home are valuable.

Tim Bowler provided the lower forms with an
interactive and certainly entertaining talk, covering his
career in writing. He is a distinguished author with
over twenty books to his name. His first novel was
published in 1994 when Bowler was forty. He wanted
to be a writer from the age of five, but his writing has
developed immensely since his first ‘book’, which ran:
‘Francis Drake decided to attack King Phillip of Spain.
So he did. The End.’ I am not sure this would be a
bestseller in Waterstones.

A regular at Creative Writing Day, ex-head of English
and poet John Mole spent time with the boys to
inspire their writing. He helped them focus on what
they wanted the reader to take away from their
writing. His riddles went down a treat and were First
Former Chris Ansell’s favourite part of the day, though
classmate Chris Angus plumped for Hazel Eggleton.
The boys were full of praise for Creative Writing Day,
saying that they loved the fact that they ‘could do
their own thing’ in the style of the person teaching
them, whether poetry, prose or just experiments with
language.

‘The boys started
actually to play with
the language and it
was this day that gave
them the freedom to
do that.’

He recalled a few funny stories, including an instance
where he sprayed the head teacher of a primary
school and reception pupils with water. Some of his
best books include the famous Blade series, along
with Nightrunner, Sea of Whispers and Gamechanger. He
talked to us about his style of writing. Unlike many
First Form
authors, he does not create huge spreadsheets and
boys engaged
lists categorizing each paragraph, but chooses instead
enthusiastically with
to write freely and sees where the book takes him.
the opportunities
Typically he doesn’t even know how a book ends
offered them on
when he starts it.
Creative Writing Day
Tim lives in Devon and writes mainly in a hut near
his village. He gathers inspiration from his everyday
life, sometimes just walking down the road or even
in a traffic jam. After telling us a bit about himself, he
proceeded to read the rather gripping start of his first
book in the Blade series: Enemies. He tends to write
books in the young adult fiction genre, usually with
some psychological depth. After he left university he
became an ice cream van driver, before working for a
Swedish timber company, as he speaks fluent Swedish.
Then he was a teacher before finally a full time writer.
He left us with the message, ‘Always write another
page. If you keep on writing you will come across
something amazing that will make up for any failures
you may have had. Never give up.’

Ms Puranik, one of the organisers
of the day, shared her thoughts,
saying that she would love to see
something similar for the upper
year groups, perhaps to link in with
external exams. On this occasion,
however, she loved the way in
which the speakers encouraged the
pupils to look beyond the curriculum and really engage with language
itself. Ms Puranik’s comments reflected one of the
central aims of the day: to get the pupils excited about
English and to interact with ideas of how language is
used. ‘The boys started actually to play with the language and it was this day that gave them the freedom
to do that,’ she enthused. The day was a great success
with pupils wishing they could do it all again next year.
Alexandra Keaney

James Moore
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Experiencing the
World of Work
Every October half term, Lower
Sixth students embark upon a
week of work experience, delving
into possible career prospects and
gaining an indication of which areas
of work to strive for, or alternatively steer away from. Stretching from
Canary
Wharf to Switzerland,
a vast
array of jobs
was explored
by the
pupils.

Sean
Kelleher
Sean went to Working Title Films
for a week, working as a runner:
making coffee, photocopying and
printing scripts for the most part.
He was able to meet the cast of
Horrible Histories briefly and also
saw Sasha Baron Cohen in the lift.
He didn’t greet him, however, being
struck into awed silence. In the
future, Sean would like to do something in the film industry, ideally to
be a director. He wanted to see
what it would be like; to have a
taster of an entry-level job was a
great introduction. One day, he was
given one of two original film reels
for a brand new film to deliver to
a major film company. He had to
sign a confidentiality agreement, the
film was chained to his wrist and
he had to carry it across London
to the film studio. One of the key
highlights of the week was being
able to hold the BAFTA which
Eddie Redmayne was awarded for
The Theory of Everything.

Alexandra Keaney

of both him
and the
other seven
speakers
to later
be used
in the
office.

Another
task consisted of
preparing a document to help
familiarise an attendee of the
Conference of Parties 21, which
took place later that year. She also
had to prepare a summary entailing what the attending countries
wished to achieve. Having previously only seen events such as these in
newspaper headlines she found the
experience insightful and useful.

Joshua Varghese
Joshua
Varghese
underwent a
very
exciting

work
experience at the
headquarters of Credit
Suisse in Switzerland. During his
time there, Josh worked in Wealth
Management which was a change
for him as he had been previously
interested in Investment Banking.
This hadn’t been a previous area of
interest for him but upon completing his work experience, it is now
an area he would like to explore
further.

Due to organisational changes
taking place while Josh was there,
Alexandra spent her work experihe was able to glean an insight
ence at the European Commissions.
into the inner workings of Credit
Her schedule included attending a
Suisse. “It was slightly different
conference lead by the European
from what I had been expecting,
Commissioner for Health and
but I enjoyed it all the same,” said
Food Safety, while compiling notes
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Josh. He then went on to describe
how he had been taken to see the
famed safes of Credit Suisse, which
supposedly contain some of the
most valuable items in the world.
The only part he wasn’t too keen
on was the payment process that
involved copying numbers from
one form into another form. What
did make it interesting, however,
was that other employees of the
firm raced to see who could finish
their forms first. The sight of these
professional looking bankers racing
around and cheering was quite
a humorous one. The long lunch
break that is prevalent on the continent gave Josh the opportunity to
engage fully with the people he was
working with. In this way, he was
able gain valuable career and life
advice, learning what really makes a
Credit Suisse banker.

Josh Oliver
During his half
term
break,
Josh Oliver
undertook
two weeks
of veterinary
work experience. During
the first week,
he shadowed vets
through different
departments of
an equine hospital,
focusing on surgery.
His most noteworthy
experience, he says, was observing
laser surgery to remove cancerous
tumours from a horse’s flank. It was
very surreal, he recalls, as the horse
was sedated, but conscious and
standing. For his second week, Josh
accompanied a farm vet on visits
to a variety of livestock on farms.
During this week, he assisted with
procedures such as a Caesarean
section on a cow. Josh says that
his two weeks were an invaluable
experience and that they were
incredibly exciting, especially as he
was given more responsibility than
he would have expected.
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Scintillating Science
The Stephen Hawking Society
The Stephen Hawking Society
reached its annual climax with the
Society dinner on Friday 22 April.
This year Miranda Krestovnikoff, a
BBC presenter, who has appeared
on shows such as The One Show
and Coast, gave a talk on Britain’s
wildlife, particularly of the variety
close to the shore.
With a degree in Zoology from
Bristol, she was more than qualified
and delivered a thoroughly enjoyable talk. With a mixture of personal anecdotes and a whistle-stop
photographic tour through Britain’s
ecosystem, she showed everything
from fauna to fish, seagulls to
sharks. She talked about both the
animals of Britain, their interesting
habits and habitats as well as how
she and her team brought this to
the screen. With many stories and
photos from behind the scenes,
it was fascinating to see what
goes into making our everyday
TV shows. From the start what
resonated even more than her
incredible knowledge of the subject
was her deep rooted passion. This,
as well as her natural presenting
background, made her talk fascinating, with a balance of humour and
information.

CERN Trip
Miranda
Krestovnikoff was
the speaker for
the final Hawking
lecture of the year

The scientists also had time for art in
Geneva.The Broken Chair is a monumental
sculpture in wood by the Swiss artist Daniel
Berset, constructed by the carpenter Louis
As well as the lighter side of the
Genève. It is constructed of 5.5 tons of
talk she also talked about the
wood and is 12 metres high.
serious need for conservation, both

that which is presently happening
and future efforts to ensure the
survival of the wonderful species
and the maintenance of biodiversity
along the coast. This showed the
sense of fulfilment gained from the
work she and many others do and
explained her endless drive for the
work she does.
Afterwards, the refectory played
host to a three course dinner,
which was an enjoyable event for
students and teachers alike. It was a
fitting end to a memorable evening
and another year of captivating
Stephen Hawking Society lectures.
Oliver Cohen

In June, the Lower Sixth physicists had the opportunity to visit the CERN laboratory and the UN Palace
of Nations, with a short amount of time to explore
the city of Geneva. On the first day we flew to
Geneva, dropped our baggage at the hotel and set out
to find lunch in Geneva city centre, followed by a trip
to the Palace of Nations. This proved highly informative, and we were fortunate enough to sit in briefly
on a Human Rights Court and explore the UN’s long
history. A walk through the Botanical Gardens on the
way back along the shores of the famous Lake Geneva
provided a spectacular view of Mount Blanc. We spent
the remainder of the day sightseeing and relaxing in
the city, which included a meal in a pizzeria and watching an England football match.
The second day was spent at CERN where, in the
morning, we visited the main exhibition. This had
many fun and interactive exhibits, which enhanced
our understanding of the particle physics we have
been studying in our A level course. After lunch in
the canteen, we boarded a coach
where we crossed the border into
France to the site of the worldrenowned CMS detector, known
widely for its discovery of the Higgs
Boson. Following a talk from a
leading scientist at the Centre, we
were given rare access to tour the
particle accelerators’ underground
facility, which gave us an insight
into the huge amounts of technology that had gone into designing,
manufacturing and installing the underground detector. The scientists
explained how it was engineered to
stretch 27km and accelerate particles to close to the speed of light
whilst keeping them in the circular
orbit. Overall, the trip was highly
enjoyable and extremely informative, providing a rare opportunity
to see some of the research at the
heart of modern physics.
Amit Wangoo and Jamie Freeman
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Opening Eyes and
Understanding
Community Link at Watling View
During the past academic year,
I had the opportunity to go to
Watling View School on Friday
afternoons for two hours, organised through the Community Link
scheme. Watling View is a school
for children from the age of 2-19
with severe, profound or multiple
learning difficulties. The school
separates students based on their
disabilities. Assigned to a class each,
I was helping children with Down’s
Syndrome.

Jess found her time
at Watling View an
initially daunting,
but ultimately
highly rewarding,
experience

Friday afternoon at Watling View is
‘leisure time’. In order to stimulate
their bodies, the pupils participate
in various activities, which not only
helps them to relax but also acts as
a form of physiotherapy.
other was amazing. Joe, a student
from Watling View, helped one of
For the first half term, we did
the girls from Mandeville to rollerroller-skating. When we arrived
skate, as at the beginning she was
on the first day, we were thrown
very nervous. Joe barely spoke to
right in at the deep end, having
us, neither to his teachers nor to
to help the children to get their
the other pupils, but he held Mary’s
roller skates on and assist them to
hand and helped her to skate
skate around, with no introduction
around the room.
or advice. It was an experience
where on lots of occasions, such
Over the weeks I spent with
as this one, initiative was crucial
the eight children in my class, I
to be able to perform some of the developed some close relationships
tasks requested. The children loved with the students. Initially, it was
roller-skating, although admittedly, slightly intimidating to go to the
some more than others.
school, especially since I personally
had never had any experience with
As the year went on and the
people with such severe learning
weather improved, we were able
difficulties. At the start, communito do other activities with the stucating with the children was very
dents, such as walking to the park,
difficult; their squeals and shouts
where they would swing, climb
meant nothing and I could not
and play. They could also engage in
tell what they wanted and when.
activities such as tag rugby, which
Spending a year with them gave me
helped them to improve their
the opportunity not only to get to
fine motor skills and make them
know the pupils and their unique
interact in bigger groups, as other
mannerisms, but also to learn
classes would join in.
some sign language and be able to
About half way through our time at communicate with the students in
Watling View, some other stua way that I had never thought I
dents from a local primary school, would be able to.
Mandeville, came to help as well.
(Names of pupils have been changed)
Seeing the two groups of children,
of similar ages but very different
Jess Wrigley
capabilities, interact and help each
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The Return of Biff and Chip
Partnership with Garden Fields JMI
My time in the Partnership Scheme
was spent at my old primary
school, Garden Fields JMI in St
Albans. After leaving in 2009,
coming back
seven years
…this was the most
later was a
strange experisatisfying moment
ence, bringing
from Partnership,
back memories
of days spent
finding out that I
reading Biff
could inspire the
and Chip books
and threading
pupils into trying
pasta. While
something new.
there were
many parts
of the school
that I remembered, such as the
playgrounds and certain classrooms, a large area of the site had
been renovated, now completely
unrecognisable from

I spent some time individually
with some of the Year 3 students,
hearing each of them read. There
was a real range of ability, graded
by ‘reading ages’. I was assigned
to help those with lower reading
ages, in order for me to improve
their fluency, pronunciation and
speed. Over the next few weeks,
I witnessed many of the students
beginning to make good progress,
moving onto trickier passages in
more advanced books, giving them
a real sense of achievement.

opportunity to play the class some
songs and pieces on the piano. Mrs
Browne knew of my background in
music, and wanted to give the class
a demonstration of this kind. This
was really exciting for all the kids,
and they responded extremely well,
asking a huge number of questions,
and by playing some pieces of their
own. The whole event seemed
to generate an inspiring atmosphere, with a handful of the class
members coming to talk to me
at the end, saying how much they
wanted to start learning the piano
now. For me, this was the most satisfying moment from Partnership,
finding out that I could inspire the
pupils into trying something new.
Overall, my time spent in the
Partnership Scheme working in
my old school became something
I especially looked forward to and
enjoyed on Friday afternoons, in
an environment and role that I
had previously never experienced.
I have gained invaluable skills in
working with the younger generation, and realised it’s not such a
daunting task as it may appear.
Tom Dilley

One of my favourite moments from
Partnership was when I had the

before.
It was
in this block
that I was to meet the Year 3 class
I would be assisting throughout
the next year, helping them with
classroom activities, and general
problems in primary school life.
Coincidentally, the class was taught
by Mrs Browne, who had been my
last teacher at Garden Fields in
Year 6. She introduced me to everyone, and then immediately threw
me into a busy classroom environment, with questions from the
children coming from all directions.
It was challenging at first to handle
the whole situation, as being on the
teaching side of a classroom was
completely new to me. Quickly the
lessons became more rewarding,
as I started to realise that I could
really make an impact and benefit
their learning.
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Tom, a fine pianist,
was able to
demonstrate his
musical talents
to the children at
Garden Fields. He
is seen here playing
in a concert in St
Saviour’s Church
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House Competition
Results 2016
Hampson Hawking
7

7

7

10

Netball

3

5

10

7

Football

14

6

20

10

Rugby

20

10

14

6

Maths

5

3

7

10

Shooting

7

3

5

10

Creative Writing

3

10

5

7

Basketball

10

3

7

5

Chess

7

3

7

10

Hockey

10

14

20

6

Music

20

6

14

10

Debating

5

10

7

3

Cricket

6

20

14

10

Tennis

3

10

7

5

Junior Drama

7

5

10

3

Drama

10

5

3

7

Athletics

20

10

14

6

Swimming

14

10

6

20

Commendations

14

20

10

6

185

160

187

151

Houses
Houses

Renfrew

Golf

Total

72

Marsh
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Help from all Sides
Means it’s Never a Rocky Ride
OC’s Report
conditions the day was a great
success and Wing Commander
Lowe spoke of the very high standards set by the Contingent. The
evening saw our traditional dinner
for our senior cadets with, for the
first time, our Inspecting Officer in
attendance.
The Contingent continues to
support the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award with large numbers of
cadets completing both the Silver
and Gold awards.
Summer was soon upon us and
30 cadets prepared themselves
to travel to Canada for adventure
training. The group spent two
weeks in the Canadian Rockies.
Horse riding, caving, canoeing and
white water rafting were just some
of the many activities undertaken
on this ground-breaking trip.
Shooting has again been to the
forefront of the contingent’s
activities and yet another successful week was spent at Bisley during
summer term.
I could not finish without mentioning our current Under Officer Ross
Ferreira. At the end of summer
term and after a year’s training,
Ross took part in the RAF cadet
swimming team Cross Channel
Swim, and I am pleased to say that
the attempt was successful, with
Ross swimming two legs.

The Contingent has seen yet
another successful year, and as
one group of senior cadets leaves,
another steps up to take on the
challenge of running a CCF with
200 cadets, organising and conducting training. Tom Halling, Rob
Williams and their group of seniors
were more than ready to take
on the challenge of another busy
year which saw us conducting our
fourth Winter Camp at Mereworth
Woods, a BGI with an OA as Inspecting Officer, and breaking new
ground with a trip to the Canadian
Rockies.

This year, Winter Camp at Mereworth Woods was a resounding
success, with over 100 cadets
attending, including 14 from our
partner school, Marlborough
Science Academy.
After the Christmas break it was
time to prepare for the Biannual
General Inspection, which had been
moved to the spring term to allow
more of our cadets to take part
without the pressures of exams.
The Inspecting Officer was Wing
Commander Martin Lowe OA
(1994) and my first head of RAF
section. With excellent weather

Wing Commander
Martin Lowe OA
was Inspecting
Officer at the CCF’s
Biannual General
Inspection

Finally, as always, I must thank those
who make the Contingent what
it is and support us. Mr Wilson
and the Contingent Officers are
without doubt one of the best
teams in the CCF, and the excellent
cadets we produce are proof of
this. We pride ourselves in being a
Contingent which allows its senior
cadets to lead our activities and
they do so with great skill and
dedication. I must also thank the
people who allow us to run such
a challenging programme, without
whose support we would not be
able to operate. Special thanks go
to the Coldstream Guards and the
RAF and Army training and support
teams.
KJE
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Ambush and Bashas
Winter Camp
Immediately after the Carol
Service, the CCF cadets headed to
their annual Winter Camp, which
once again took place in Mereworth Woods. Cadets were split
up into three platoons, two senior
groups, and one junior. The senior
platoon’s commanders were Ross
Ferreira and James Norris, helped
by platoon sergeants James Feast
and Ben Clarke.
Upon arrival, cadets patrolled
through the woods with bergens
on their backs and set up triangular-shaped harbours in their
platoons. Everyone was given time
to set up bashas and prepare food
using ration packs they were issued
before the camp.
As the sun went down, cadets
worked in their sections on
command tasks that would help
build important skills, such as
teamwork, that would be essential
for the rest of the camp. Later, back
at the platoon harbours, commanders began to brief their platoons
about what would happen over the
course of night: cadets would move
out in sections to gather information from an enemy location
(the juniors did the same but as a
platoon instead). Navigation in the
dark proved to be tricky, too tricky
for some; section commanders Zac
Mills and James Thornham ended
up taking a small detour and their
sections didn’t quite make it to the
enemy location in time. Despite
this, an hour after everyone had
set off, they had returned to the
platoon harbours with intelligence
that would provide significant
assistance the next day. Soon af-

terwards, sentries were positioned
at one point of the harbour. This
would prove necessary when both
senior platoons were compromised leading to a stand-to. Once
this was over, cadets returned to
their bashas, which had to be built
properly as it
began to pour
with rain.
The next
morning, the
cadets, some of
whom were a
bit damp, woke
up early and
began to cook
hot breakfasts.
Once ready and
packed, with
enough snacks
for the day
ahead, cadets
moved out from
platoon harbours and patrolled the area. Lower
Sixth cadets worked on orders
separately, whilst Fourth and Fifth
Formers were given lessons by the
Upper Sixth senior cadets. As this
came to a conclusion, cadets began
to pair themselves up and start
firing blank rounds in the pairs Fire
and Move exercise. This involved
the pairs working well together,
covering one another as they advanced through the exercise. Once
everyone had taken part, the Lower
Sixth were reunited with their
platoons and the platoon attacks
began. One after the other, the platoons advanced through an enemy
location and responded to each
of the three enemy encounters. At

each stage, one of the three sections in the platoon would suppress
the enemy, while another acted as
reserves as the final section flanked
the enemy forces to secure that
area. Again, the cadets were using
blank rounds. Meanwhile, the junior

platoon took part in command
tasks as well as a camouflage and
concealment stand.
In the evening, the junior platoon
took part in what proved to be the
highlight of their camp, the ambush.
The juniors, led by senior cadet
Charlie Oliver, patrolled the woods
and set up an ambush. Similar to
the older cadets earlier in the day,
the juniors used blank rounds. As
this happened, the Fourth and Fifth
Formers did orienteering in their
sections to collect hints to try and
decipher a code set by the enemy.
Overall, it was a fantastic few days
and a great experience for everyone involved.
Zac Mills
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Rock, Ice and Horses
Canada Adventure Trip
Over the summer, the CCF took
30 cadets to Canada for an adventure training programme in the
Rocky Mountains. The aim was to
visit new places and participate in a
variety of challenging activities.

tracks and jumps for the first time.
After exploring the city of Calgary
and ascending the 191m high
Calgary Tower, the group visited
a ranch nearby. Afterwards the
group travelled on to Canmore for
an overnight stop on the way to
The trip started in Calgary by visitBanff.
ing the Calgary Olympic Park, site
of the 1998 Winter Olympics.
Here the cadets were able
to cycle around the park,
and experienced the
excitement of
dirt

There was a lot for the cadets to
see in Banff, including Lake Louise,
the landmark Banff Springs Hotel,
Tunnel Mountain, and great views
from the top of the gondola on
Sulphur Mountain. After this,
they participated in a canoe
tour through the town, seeing
some wildlife on the way. On
the second day in Banff, we tried
some horseback riding on some
of the trails around the town and
enjoyed a cowboy cookout steak
lunch as well as some lasso lessons.
Afterwards the group explored a
set of caves near the city, and tried
to squeeze through some of the
famous narrow tunnels.
On the way to Jasper, we toured by
the Icefields Parkway to experience crystal blue-green lakes and
snow capped mountain peaks. This
culminated in a snow coach ride
onto the Athabasca Glacier and a
visit to the famous Glacier Skywalk.
This is a glass walkway perched
high up on the edge of a cliff and
provides spectacular views. We
further explored the area around
Jasper and embarked on the Spirit
Island Cruise, not before spotting
a brown bear sitting by the side of
the road. To end our time in Jasper,
we concluded with a rafting tour of
the ice-cold Athabasca River.
Our final destination was Edmonton, which began with a Segway
tour along the North Saskatchewan
River. Our penultimate day was
spent in Canada’s largest shopping
mall, the West Edmonton Mall,
complete with mini-golf, an amusement park and a water park. After
our final stop at the Fort Edmonton Park, a living history museum
depicting the early pioneers,
our trip was over and we were
on our return journey. Returning to Calgary, the cadets visited
the world-renowned Royal Tyrell
Museum of Palaeontology, with one
of the largest collections of dinosaur skeletons in the world.
The cadets had spent their two
weeks well, and all had found the
experience both fulfilling and fun.
KJE
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Success Always in their Sights
Shooting Report
Shooting continued at a rapid pace
again this year, with students taking
part in a wide range of competitions and disciplines. It is pleasing
to see a squad which continues to
grow, bringing it its own complications regarding time and space.
Numbers have grown in all year
groups but the Sixth Form in
particular has shown a significant
increase, enriching competition for
first team places. These students
also spend a lot of time assisting
younger members of the squad,
passing on their knowledge and
ensuring a legacy of success.

Shooting Tour to Jersey
The final week of September sent
nine students and two teachers
on the annual pilgrimage to Jersey,
once again being hosted by Victoria
College. Friday night saw the .22
match between the two schools.
On home soil the Victoria students
took the spoils in both the A and
B team matches. Simon Brooks
finished as top shot for the A team
and Joe Pattison finished top for
the Bs.
Saturday morning was spent at the
Jersey Pistol Club – a discipline
not available in the UK. This always
proves a valuable opportunity
to reinforce the marksmanship
principles applicable to all shooting disciplines. The honours for top
shot went to Will McKay. Hamish
Tyler picked up the most improved
award in the handicap competition.
The calibre of ammunition steadily
increased from .22 all the way to
.45, with the odd magnum here and
there.
On Sunday, we once again joined
the Victoria College students at
Jersey Rifle Association for a fullbore shoot. The teams shot at 300
yards in a side-by-side competition.
This time it was St Albans who
came out on top with a win by 5
points and 4 v-bulls. Piers Dorward
and Matt Crossley both scored 46
with 4 v-bulls and Simon Brooks
and Hamish Tyler scored 45 with 2
v-bulls. A maximum score consists
of 50 with 10 v-bulls.
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British School’s Smallbore Rifle Association

Thornham who came through as
the winner, dropping just 9 points
over the two cards.

Predominantly, .22 shooting forms
the basis of training throughout
the year and the BSSRA shooting
leagues ensure students have a
focus. With the growing squad size,
we were again able to send multiple
teams to competition. The Senior A
team finished strongly to win Division 2 at the end of the year.

Cole’s Trophy and the
OA Trophy

The Emsall Trophy

The end of the year brings the
Cole’s Trophy, a side-by-side match
with the OAs as our competition. The School went into the
competition 3-2 ahead and so the
OAs were looking to level the
scores. However, with a School
team strengthened by the end of

As always, the main aim of the
autumn term was to secure the
Hertfordshire School’s Trophy, the
Emsall. With a broad range of talent
throughout the squad, the selection
for this year’s teams proved difficult. The final decision was handed
to the Captain and Adjutant to
decide. Their choice of Will McKay,
Hamish Tyler, Piers Dorward and
Matt Crossley was successful;
St Albans walked away with the
trophy for the 6th year running. A
stand out performance came from
Will, producing a perfect card.
There is also a sub-competition for
any additional teams per school. St
Albans entered a further five teams
into this. Joe Pattison pulled off a
perfect card in his team. However,
it was the team of Josh Oliver, Alex summer exams, it was the School
Dines, Atabay Rose and Oliver
who took home the bragging rights.
Thwaites who stole the title.
The OA Trophy was also estabthree years ago by the
House Shooting and the lished
then departing Sixth Form. This
Captain’s Cup
is awarded to the member of the
School team who achieves the
Renfrew was the runaway leader
highest handicapped scores and is
from the very start of this year’s
used to encourage newer shootcompetition and despite a late
ers. This year’s winner was Lucy
surge from Hampson, maintained
Gardner, who only started shooting
the lead in the team event through at the start of the year.
to the final. In the individual section,
Renfrew triumphed again to pull
County Competitions
off the double and win House
Shooting.
Home Counties
The Captain’s Cup, which runs in
parallel to the individual section of
the House competition, produced
a much tighter contest. Only 3
points split the top three shots;
Simon Brooks, Hamish Tyler and
James Thornham all produced cards
that would be competitive in any
national competition. It was James

In the autumn term Hamish Tyler
was selected to shoot for Hertfordshire in the Home Counties
match against New Zealand. His
performance also meant that he
was selected for the final Home
Counties Junior Team with a
score of 280/300. Unfortunately,
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New Zealand were the run-away
winners at all levels.

over 300, 500 and 600 yards as well
as competing in 1 kilometre and
clays supplementary competitions.
The move of accommodation to
Wellington’s Inns of Court from
Pirbright Camp proved highly
popular and also appeared to have
a positive effect on our week,
which was our most successful
Ashburton campaign. We finished
14th in the Ashburton Eight, two
places higher than last year, and
there were also improvements in
the secondary competitions. On an
individual level, Simon Brooks stole
the show, appearing on twelve different score boards. Matt Crossley
appeared on six different boards
and is clearly one to watch in next
year’s competition. Showing that he
is not a shooter to mess with, Joe
Pattison took the One K title with
a score of 24 out of 25.

Alongside this competition, the
regular Home Counties competition also ran. Several St Albans students were selected for the junior
section of this competition, The
Carey Salver, open to all competitors under 21. Hamish Tyler, Madoc
Miller and James Thornham all
made the final cut, with Hamish top
scoring for the County. Hertfordshire finished 4th overall, just behind
Middlesex who had Aidan Collins
OA as part of their team.
Hertfordshire
Each year,
several students
are entered into
the Hertfordshire winter
competitions.
These consist
of both a
handicapped and
straight shoot.
Students are
entered into the
junior and senior
competitions.
It consisted of
three rounds
of two cards. I
am pleased to
report that Joe
Pattison won the Colonel Medcalf
Cup for the second year in a row.
This was for the junior section of
the handicap competition, which
also saw Richard Lu take second.
Joe’s success continued as he
finished 4th overall in the senior
competition.

Thanks
The Shooting Team would not
function without the time and

Competition
Reserve
Spencer-Mellish
Wellington
Cadet 300x Aggregate
Cadet 500x Aggregate
Cadet 600x Aggregate

Cadet Monday Aggregate

Cadet Tuesday Aggregate
Cadet Wednesday Aggregate

Many members of the School
squad also represent their counties
in the NSRA Winter Leagues. This
consists of ten one card rounds
spread over the autumn and spring
terms. Piers Doward received the
award for top shot in the Hertfordshire squad.

Victoria Tankard

This year’s Ashburton took place
in the week beginning 11 July, after
the School had broken up for
summer. A squad of nine cadets
took part in the week of shooting
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Ashburton Individual Results

NSRA

Ashburton

support of many people behind the
scenes. The first thanks always go
to Kenny Everitt and Bill Wilson,
without whom we would not be
here. Owen Simmons OA gives up
days’ worth of time every year to
support the team with his knowledge and experience. He accompanied the Ashburton team for the
4th year running and is always our
go to man if we have any problems.
Simon Hughes is also an active
member of the team, attending the
Ashburton week again this year
and helping train the new shooters
throughout the year. Mr Smithson
worked tirelessly on the tour to
Jersey and produced a comprehensive list of where the best cream
teas could be found. Finally, special
mention needs to be given to Mrs
Tyler, who has been a constant
support to the team over the last
four years and who produced a
mountain of cake for this year’s
Ashburton week.

Cadet One K

Fox Quaich
Elizabethan
Old Elizabethan Can

Cadet
Thwaites, O
Tyler, H
Brooks, S
Brooks, S
Brooks, S
Brooks, S
Crossley, M
Crossley, M
Brooks, S
Pattison, J
Dines, A
Brooks, S
Crossley, M
Brooks, S
Brooks, S
Crossley, M
Pattison, J
Dines, A
Brooks, S
Crossley, M
Abrey, T
Crossley, M
Brooks, S
Brooks, S
Brooks, S
Crossley, M

Reserve Aggregate

Thwaites, O

School Staff

Russell, D
Simmons, O
Hughes, S

Position
9th
32nd
26th
10th
97th
41st
44th
21st
28th
50th
51st
49th
85th
27th
30th
72nd
1st
11th
33rd
35th
42nd
43rd
72nd
98th
42nd
45th
8th (2nd
at U16)
8th
9th
12th

Score
38.2
40.1
34.4
68.7
65.2
65.4
65.4
97.8
96.7
95.4
95.4
98.7
96.8
100.6
34.2
33.2
24.0
22.0
18.0
17.0
15.0
96.5
94.3
65.2
65.4
65.4
94.2
90.3
87.4
84.1
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Commitment and Improvement
1st XV Rugby
Opening the season against Haileybury is always a tough competitive
fixture, but with Captain Hudson
making a tentative return from
injury, determination saw the team
twice come from behind to make
it 12-12 at half time. However, two
players were lost to injury and
three further tries were conceded,
leading to a 12-29 loss. It was
similarly difficult against Merchant
Taylors’, but there was a very
pleasing try from Ben Harvey on
the wing. With the game in the
balance a missed tackle beside the
ruck settled the match 7-20.

the game against Watford Grammar
School was hampered by another
loss of players to injury, leading to a
disappointing 21-10 loss. Fortunately, we followed this disappointment
up with a dogged win against QE
Barnet 11-3.

an inspiration. Strong wind and rain
meant that teams had to play two
distinct tactics for each half. We
adapted better than Columba’s, and
continuous tight pressure allowed
us to conclude with a deserved win
of 12-3.

Next, we faced a very strong
Bedford Modern side at Woollams,
and we soon found ourselves
behind to a very early try. We had
some good attacks, but we suffered
heavily from the lack of several key
players, culminating in a 3-17 loss.

We faced exceptionally strong
wind conditions against Aylesbury
School in our next match. Unfortunately, we failed to capitalise
on opportunities and they soon
recorded a deserved win. The next
Wednesday saw the County Cup
final against Haileybury College.
We couldn’t hold out against their
strong drivers, and while we were
praised for some of our play, the
College were victors at 0-26.

The following Wednesday saw us
face our great friends hailing from
St Albans College in Buenos Aires.
This was a less strong touring
side than many of the past, which
meant that we could deploy the full
senior squad. It was a subversion
of tactical expectation when we
played tight and drove mauls with
our body of light, yet fast and agile
players. An enjoyable and competitive game for all saw us win 21-12.
After the enforced break due to a
cancelled game, we were at home
to Hampton School where the
captain returned from injury. The
opposition was extremely tough,
and the players deserve credit for
the final score of 15-41. Next, we
faced Berkhamsted School. The
team played with great passion
and courage, conceding little, and
the 0-26 result was discussed
with praise in the changing room
afterwards. On a rain-drenched
Wednesday, next, we managed to
scrape through with the narrowest of wins against QE Barnet in
the U18 Herts Cup, though this
success was followed by a frustratingly unsuccessful loss of 0-13 to St
Columba’s College.

A long journey up to Stamford
the following Saturday pitched us
against one of their strongest sides.
We were second of thought and
deed on the day and conceded four
breakaway tries in the first twenty
minutes. However, the second half
was an improvement, featuring a
great tactical try with an ‘Australia’,
which completely surprised the
The team was well prepared at the Stamford backs. This was a predictend of half term for the quarter
able loss after the first ten minutes
final of the County Cup against
but the scale was very disappointBishop’s Stortford at the OAs.
ing (5-66).
Many key players returned from
Monday saw us against St Columinjury for this game, greatly lifting
ba’s College again in the Herts
the squad’s confidence, allowing
County Cup semi-final. It was a
us to record arguably our best
struggle to recover from the loss
performance of the season with a
but the return of the captain was
16-6 win. At the end of the week,
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Our penultimate game of the
season was against St George’s
School. This was a slow match
decided by small losses and gains,
and it was settled by just one
penalty by Joe Riant which gave
us the 3-0 victory. The final game
against Beaumont School was a
close though untidy game played
with passion, with stalwart prop
Barlow helping us to a 29-24
victory to cap the season.
CCH
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Bringing Back the Fun and Flair
2nd XV Rugby
After a number of disappointing
seasons for the 2nd XV in recent
years, the success of the 2015
season certainly brought back the
enjoyment and flair we’d become
accustomed to a few years ago. It
became clear early on in training that this was going to be a
strong squad, with a high number
of players pushing for places in
the first team each week. A blend
of exciting backs and powerful, dynamic forwards was going
to allow us to play an expansive
brand of rugby, which would be
entertaining to watch. After a tough
first match against Haileybury, in
which we claimed a well-earned
29-14 victory, we were given a
reality check against a very strong
Hampton side. Despite doing well
to keep ourselves in the game in
the first half, their superior power
and speed allowed them to end

up comfortable winners. Although
this was followed by a very close
loss to Berkhamsted, we were
improving each game and one felt
that we were only a match away
from moving into winning ways,
which fortunately proved to be
the case. Convincing wins over St
Columba’s, Watford Grammar, QE
Barnet, and Bedford Modern set
us up very well as we prepared for
what would be the toughest game
of the season against Stamford,
who the 2nd team had never beaten.
A close first 45 minutes left the
game neatly poised with us a few
points behind going into the final
15 minutes, and the boys did not
disappoint. Fearless defence and
intelligent attack allowed us to
get into the lead, and as Stamford
were losing their focus and getting
frustrated, we maintained our composure and capitalised on their lack

of discipline, emerging victorious
19-13 in an excellent contest We
did very well to carry this winning
momentum into the Aylesbury
Grammar match which we won
comfortably in tough conditions.
Despite losing at St George’s in
terrible conditions on a pitch which
made running close to impossible,
we ended the season well with a
strong 50-7 win over Beaumont.
A 72% win ratio overall was a fair
reflection of our season, where,
despite losing the odd match, we
played with real energy and flair
on attack and fearless commitment
in defence. I would like to thank
all the boys for the contributions
to the team and for their good
company on Saturdays; well done
on bringing the fun and success
back into the Twos.
GSB

Winning Habit
3rd XV Rugby
The season got off to a strong
start for the 3rd team, as we faced
Haileybury and scored five tries
in a win that was more comfortable that it sounds, and this set
the tone for what was to be a
strong season. The match against
Merchant Taylors’ School was
to become the only blot in our
scorebook throughout September
and October. After getting into a
decent early lead, we allowed the
opposition to get back into the
game by trying to be too risky from
our own 22 on a few occasions,
with a couple of handling errors,
resulting in MTs managing to scrape
a 17-17 draw with a try in the last
play of the game.
Our next game was a comfortable
46-5 victory over Haberdashers’
Aske’s School, which allowed us to
continue a ten year winning run
against them. We expected a tough
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game against Hampton School,
and so it transpired, but we ran
out 24-14 winners. Berkhamsted
School came next, a team against
whom the 3rds have had mixed
results recently, but a strong performance from the team delivered
an extremely comfortable 44-14
win.
At the halfway stage of the season,
the Thirds were clearly on a roll,
and were the only unbeaten senior
team at that stage of the season.
Coming back after half-term, the
team had to cope with a few injuries, but the winning run continued
with a 41-7 victory over QE Barnet.
Away games at Stamford always
prove to be tough, and on the day
poor conditions and a strong opposition side got the better of us,
as we suffered our first loss of the
season with a 5-15 result.

We didn’t know what to expect
coming up against the American
School of London’s first team. A
poor mindset before the game led
to them gaining a large advantage
in the first half, and although our
second half efforts were better,
it was not enough to bring the
game back. Our next game was
against another first team, this time
Queen’s School. The game proved
tough and a few missed tackles led
to a loss of 12-24. The final game of
the season was against Beaumont.
We ended on a high with a comfortable win of 48-17. Overall, this
was a successful season with six
wins, a draw and three losses.
Highlight forwards from the season
were Callum Innes and Jonny
Cattermole, key backs being Tom
Goldstone, Ben Davies and Max
Rigby-Williams on the wing.
Charlie Oliver and Toby Palmer
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A Season of Two Halves
U16 Rugby
So began a wonderful run of form,
with notable victories in challenging
conditions against Watford (wet),
QE Barnet (wetter) and Bedford
Modern (Baltic). Buoyed by the
return of some key personnel,
and a growing sense of self belief,
the boys performed impressively,
making proactive decisions at key
moments where earlier in the term
we had been passive and hesitant.

but the goal kicking of Charlie
Scott, and the endeavour of Jordan
Collingwood, Kyle Douglas, George
Leigh, Stephen Heaney and the ever
dependable Angus Potter were instrumental. The fixture took its toll
though, with four frontline players
unavailable for the last game of the
season, where Aylesbury gave us a
stern test and we, ultimately, came
second best

Next was Stamford, a team who
arrived with a big reputation and
an even bigger set of forwards. In
a resolute performance we were
outstanding, stepping up to the
physical challenge with brave and, at
So, with five losses on the bounce, times, heroic defence. As self belief
grew in tandem with the frustrawe trudged towards half term
with some foreboding about the
tion of the opposition we defended
manfully. After a full ten minutes deHaberdashers’ fixture, rearranged
from earlier in the term. However, fending in our own 22 we cleared
in a performance of pace, precision, the ball into touch from a stolen
energy and wholehearted commit- lineout, sparking euphoric scenes
amongst players and the plethora
ment, we were much the better
of supporting parents. Truly, it was a
team. We entered the two week
character building experience. The
break with our spirits raised.
whole team deserves great credit,

Nonetheless, this was, in many
ways, an impressive season. A
team that lacked some confidence
and fight at the beginning of the
season was demonstrating both
characteristics in spades come its
end. Although history will tell us
that the tally of results does not
quite come down in our favour, the
shift in momentum brought about
through raw endeavour and sheer
force of personality should provide
a more long lasting memory, and an
important lesson in the power of
teamwork and resolve, as the boys
make the move into senior rugby
next year.

Rugby’s round ball cousin’s famous
idiom was reflected in a season
of fluctuating fortunes. The term
began with losses to Haileybury,
Merchant Taylors’, Hampton,
Berkhamsted and St Columba’s. The
team learnt some tough lessons
along the way about the increased
physicality of rugby at this level,
and the need to be able to execute
skills to a high level in the face of
increased speed and precision of
the opposition. With injuries depriving us of some of our headline
names, we also recognised the need
for strong leadership, in both word
and deed.

DMP

Confidence and Hope
U15 Rugby
With the challenge of the NatWest
Cup providing extra incentive and
motivation, the U15A team embarked on its season with confidence
and hope. Led by a combination of
captains Ayo Olukotun, Jack Ballard
and Alex Charlton, the team went
through constant evolution of different players and game plans to
discover a wider breadth of rugby
knowledge. We marched in with
a strong start against the usual
suspects of Haileybury, where our
A team won with a comfortable
50 point margin. The B team too
demonstrated an impressive game
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Haileybury were unable to overcome, St Albans winning 53-0. Later
in the season having travelled to
Haberdashers’ Aske’s, the A team
was able to bring home success,
with 34 points to Haberdashers’
10. Similar entertainment lent itself
to the B team game, but despite a
courageous performance; defeat
came in the closing minutes. On
a positive note, this started an
unbeaten streak for our C team
that had its spell over Berkhamsted,
Watford and Stamford.

team to beat, the As took a very
pleasing victory, as did the Bs with
an admirable 45-7 win. The As were
able to edge their way further in
the NatWest Cup 4th round at the
expense of Bishop’s Stortford High
School. A particularly enthusing
moment arose in the B side’s win
against Stamford with an amazing
comeback from 26 points down to
win 40-35, making it the highlight of
the season.

Unfortunately, the A team’s campaign in the NatWest cup came to
A very high intensity match ended an end against Bedford School. For
19-21 to Hampton with the balance our B team, the 2 point defeat to
of the match coming down to the bitter rivals St George’s on the last
bounce of the ball. Matt Hill set the day of the season was the most festandard for defence with a heroic rocious of our encounters and was
tackle on his own try line to repel a thrilling match that could have
the big runners of Hampton. Things gone either way. It brought a very
were not so unfortunate for our B successful and enjoyable season to
team, who managed to procure a
an end.
great victory, finishing 51-17. Having
Ayo Olukotun
recognised St Columba’s as the
(seen left)
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Season of Pride
U14 Rugby
The U14A team had an excellent
season, only being defeated once
and never losing in a block fixture.
By far, the highlight of the season
was the victory over Hampton
School away; after a heavy defeat
the previous year, the boys were
determined to make amends for
their mistakes. However, they were
against a very strong and mobile
team. We entered the second half
with a 10-7 lead, and some superb
individual performances allowed us

to hold onto an impressive 15-12
lead by full time. Further on in the
season, the team prepared to play
Oakham School – a highly respected
opposition. Although the squad had
not played together for a while, an
early break from Jeremiah Joshua
Wallace prompted a swift attack.
Busting runs from Alexander Lines
and Cameron Giwa-McNeil secured
a 32-10 victory over Oakham.
Overall, it was a great season and
one to be very proud of.

75% of the tries being scored by
the forwards, although most players
scored a try during the season. The
team’s top try scorers were Zane
Salahian, Noah Bernard, Dylan Deb,
Chris Foster and Toby Hollis. The
communication was amazing, with
players knowing exactly where to
go to score the try.
The season started well for the
U14Cs, with a 70-0 win against Haileybury, boosting confidence for the

matches to come. A well-balanced
match against Merchant Taylor’s resulted in a narrow 12-10 win, with
good individual skills and teamwork
displayed by everyone. A strong
win against Haberdashers’ followed,
with strong performances from
the front row. The next fixture
concluded in a disappointing loss
to Bedford, but the team bounced
back the following week, beating
Berkhamsted 53-0. Good vision
from the full back and wingers
helped to win the next match
The B team, led by Chris Foster
against Watford Grammar, followed
and Toby Hollis, was a strong
by a match against QE Barnet’s B
team with players capable of
team, featuring strong running from
playing like an A team. The team’s
the second rows and good handing
strength must be credited to the
from the centres. The final game
teamwork and amazing effort of
finished with a 57-7 win against
every member. The biggest game
Oakham, where good teamwork
against St Columba’s proved to
was displayed throughout, ending a
be more difficult than originally
great season on a high. An extremeexpected, but the team overcame
ly successful season saw the Cs
the opposition, winning every game
score over 300 points in just eight
in the season except one against
matches, winning seven of them.
Merchant Taylor’s. They played a
very forward orientated game, with
JFW
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A Season
of Player
Development
U13 Rugby
The U13 A and B teams showed
much improvement thoughout the
season in terms of organisation and
player development.
The A team started well with
a 49-14 victory against Samuel
Ryder and subsequent wins against
Haberdashers’ (12-0) and Hampton
B team (43-7) were a good start
to the campaign. Several tough
fixtures followed: St Columba’s
(7-22), Watford Grammar (7-29),
QE Barnet (17-28), Bedford
Modern (10-12), Stamford (17-19)
and Aylesbury (0-12). On several
occasions the boys rallied from
initial opposition tries to make
close games. Several positions were
moved in the last few games and
this really paid dividends in the final
game against St George’s. The boys
held a stalemate at 10-10 for the
first half until fitness won through,
and they scored several late tries
against a tiring St George’s to win
32-10.
The B Team had a stronger season
in terms of results, winning the majority of their fixtures with only the
Watford Grammar and Aylesbury
fixtures later in the season stopping their unbeaten run. The depth
of talent in the year group meant
that both A and B teams were a
similar standard, and player movements between teams happened
on a regular basis. Charlie Downey
stepped up several times to play
for the As and Devaugh Gay gave a
positive performance in the Bs.
Other notable mentions are for
Charles Grant (most improved
player) for playing multiple important roles well and for some
excellent breaks; Henry Song-Li
(player of the season) for his power
and speed using an effective hand
off; Stephen Perrin for his excellent
support of his teammates; Kelechi
Alozie for his rapid improvement
at full back;Tom Platts for his effort
and drive on the pitch and Mustafa
Dungarwalla for his fitness and
power improvement.
RDD
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Team Spirit
U12 Rugby
Things looked promising as this
year’s First Form rugby group
began the season. There was
an underlying current of rugby
knowledge amongst the boys and
possibly the most physically able
intake we have seen for some time.
The adaptation and integration of
those with little rugby knowledge
was swift and despite our match
inexperience we were able to
give a good account of ourselves

in our opening match against St
Columba’s, although the game went
against us and we would eventually go down six tries to three. The
second team, however, won and it
was obvious that a number of their
players would push hard for places
in the As.

Next stop was QE Barnet. Traditionally a tough opponent, they
were well and truly put to the
sword this year with an enormous
score line of 19-1, with a number
of hat tricks for A team and a 10
point margin of victory for the Bs.
Our dominance was impressive and
the sportsmanship and etiquette
displayed by the boys in the face of
such an overwhelming victory was
a credit to them and the School.

The Arctic conditions away at
Bedford Modern did not restrict
our expansive rugby, with the
team running gaining nine tries to
Bedford’s one. There was some
slick passing despite the cold and
some tough tackling once again.
The B team narrowly lost a thrilling

encounter, exchanging blows with
a well-organised side and Dervish
Hilmi displaying some electric
footwork.
The poor weather continued as
we travelled up the A1 to engage
Stamford, tough opponents with
an excellent record against us. We
had not beaten Stamford in this
age group before. It was, therefore,
a shell shocked Stamford A team
who left the field having leaked
seven tries due to some sublime
handling and running from our
players and it was heartening to
see the effort made by the boys
to ensure that the only opposition
score was a late consolation try.
Aylesbury Grammar were similarly
overrun by both sides, eight tries
to two for the As and seven tries
to one for the Bs. In the final game,
against St George’s, the A team
had a masterful performance; St
George’s started the game confidently but they were stunned to
find themselves five tries down in
the final quarter of the game. They
had been shut out. Their moves
were thwarted by a team spirt and
the never say die attitude that had
been building all season.
It was a promising season for both
sides, providing the School with
real hope for the future. The team
showed an excellent attitude all
season and their coaches who
were delighted with the excellent
progress made by all members of
the squad.
DFW/CCJ

A sustained period of training
followed before our next matches
against Watford, which were played
in some of the worst wind and
rain seen this year. The boys dug in
against a physically big U12 team
and ran out 20-10 winners, demonstrating resolve, commitment,
some tough tackling and elusive
footwork. The 2nds also had a hard
fought match encounter in the mud,
which may have lacked organisation
but not passion; the team eventually succumbed to a 10-20 loss.
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Highs and Lows
1st XI Hockey
The season started with our traditional match against Harpenden
Men’s 1st team. The team was
somewhat depleted due to injuries,
but helped by the addition of previous captain, Tim Richards, in the
midfield. Unfortunately, the team
suffered a narrow loss, struggling to
cope against the older experienced
players. Similarly, the first school
fixture against Merchant Taylors’
brought further disappointment
with a heavy loss to a strong and
well-organised team.
The following week brought the
first win against rivals Haberdashers’.Vice-captain Alex Thompson
and Bertie Arbuthnott were paired
in defence for our first clean sheet
of the season; their key interceptions over the season would prove
invaluable. A strong and athletic
Dulwich side were the next opposition we faced. Our team showed
great skill, but struggling to convert
any of our own chances into goals,
the match finished 0-0.

against Haileybury ended 1-1. The
main downfall came from our
inability to score a second goal
despite the many chances created.
With our first choice goalkeeper,
Sam Alexander, unable to play, one
of the School’s rising stars, Ken
Adigwe from the Fourth Form,
stepped up to the plate. While his
debut for the first team came at
such a young age, he looked confident and made a couple of brilliant
saves.
After the Haileybury game, we
travelled to Suffolk on a mini-tour
weekend. Staying at a Holiday
Inn, several of us made use of
the jacuzzi and sauna in the local
leisure centre. Later on we went
out for a dinner as a squad before
getting back to the hotel ready for
our match against Framlingham
School the next day. Unfortunately
we lost heavily, despite Ben Hemsi
scoring his first goal for the first
team.

One of the best performances of
the season was exhibited in a home
1-1 draw against the Leys School,
where we grabbed an early goal
and were unlucky not to
add to that total. Our
presses on the ball
were strong and we
made good use of our
‘Aussie press’ that we
were slowly using more
and more in games to
pressurise the opposition. In our midweek
fixture at the Hitchin
Boys’ School we went
down again. Clearly the
In our final game before half term,
stresses of normal school
we met an Aldenham side that
life in the morning had taken
had beaten us 3-1 in a previous
effect. We appeared to be
fixture. Hungry for revenge, we
the better team but allowed
looked confident and stormed to a
Hitchin’s few strong indi7-0 victory. Congratulations go to
viduals to take control of the
three members of the Lower Sixth
game and the match ended
who scored their first goals for
with a 5-2 loss.
the first team. Following half term,
the team met on a freezing cold
On the following
Saturday afternoon against Felsted weekend, we
School, which saw an unfortunate
participated
5-1 loss, but taught many lessons to in a 7 a side
take forward in the season.
tournaHad it not been for the penalty
miss from Ben Hemsi, the team
would have sat comfortably on
2-0 at half time against opponents
Watford Grammar. With ten
minutes to go in the second half,
the opposition scored. This was
catalytic to a flurry of goals from
our midfield and forwards including
a penalty flick. The pick of these
was a beautifully worked team goal
eventually slotted into an empty
net from an unselfish pass by Dan
Metcalf, adding a fourth St Albans
goal to Watford’s one.

ment organised by St Albans
Hockey Club. We won against the
host’s strong U18 team with a
late goal. Following this, we
had strong victories against
Aldenham and Dame Alice
Owen School, resulting in
us winning the tournament. This was a great
achievement for us and
we were very pleased to
go to collect the trophy at
the end of the day.
In our final game of the season we
played a Dr Challenor’s side with
a couple of very skilful individuals.
We went down early on and from
there struggled to get back in the
game. This was a disappointing end
to an enjoyable and successful
season.
Olly Edmonds

Despite our appearing to be the
stronger side, a frustrating match
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Speeding Up

Fitting Farewell

2nd XI Hockey

U16 Hockey

The 2nd XI Hockey team started
the season slowly with a game
against Merchant Taylors’ and then
losing narrowly to Haberdashers’
Aske’s 0-1. The following week , the
team rallied with a 2-0 victory over
Windsor Boys. Dulwich College
had one of their best teams out
in recent years with excellent
midfield players, and a 1-5 loss
highlighted the difference from last
year. Thankfully some help came the
following week with two excellent
Fifth Formers, Chris Fletcher and
Alex Scholefield, who distributed
beautifully in the Watford game
gaining a 5-2 win. A win against
Haileybury 6-2 and a much higher
standard of play ensured the boys
finished with a much better season.
Individuals to mention must include
Vinny Sriganesh, Michael Roche
and Alasdair Charlesworth, who all
disrupted the opposition’s attacks
and distributed the ball wonderfully. Rob Williams, Adam Spooner
and Tom Sanderson must also be
mentioned for their great goals, as
well as the excellent saves from
Jeevun Singh.     

During the season the U16s
managed a 60% win rate for what
would be our coach, Mr Hudson’s,
last season in charge at St Albans.
The season kicked off to a good
start with strong performances
against difficult opposition, with a
3-1 win against Merchant Taylors’
and a 7-1 whitewash of Haberdashers’. But our first real test of
the season came against Watford
Grammar School, a strong and
physical team. After falling 1-0 down
due to a dubious piece of referee-

RDD  

Sound and Fury
3rd XI Hockey
The winter’s discontent meant
that the 3rd XI’s progress was
somewhat disrupted. Late defensive
lapses allowed Merchant Taylors’
to draw the opening game but a
strong rally against Felsted almost
allowed St Albans to achieve the
same improbable feat. There were,
however, heavy defeats against
Dulwich and The Leys, who were
much too strong for our sometimes porous defence. On the
other hand, a 1-0 win at Haileybury
was more one-sided than the
scoreline suggests and the final
game resulted in a gratifying 5-0
thrashing of Haberdashers’. While
there was much sound and fury
on the pitch, this rarely signified a
successful outcome for the squad.
Collectively, Archie Hunter, James
Rowbotham and Will Stewart each
scored three times; meanwhile
James Norris achieved the Most
Improved Player.
JPD
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ing, we quickly equalized with a well
taken goal into the bottom corner
from Khaled Shahidullah. After a
hot tempered 60 minutes the game
finished a goal apiece, leaving us
rueing our missed opportunities.
However, a draw was a fair result as
neither side had really done enough
to deserve to win the game. A disappointing loss against Langley Park
School followed, albeit without
some of our key players.
Next was one of the most important games of the season against
RGS High Wycombe, one of the
stronger sides that we would face.
During that game we arguably gave
one of our best performances as
a team that year, with us going 1-0
up through Alex Scholefield in the
first half, with Max Swan doubling
our lead later on in the second
half only for the opposition to pull
one back shortly before full time.

The final result, 2-1, proved to be
one of our most notable wins that
season. However, in the next game
we entertained our strongest opponents of the season, Felsted. On
a Saturday afternoon at Woollams
we started off strongly, going 1-0
up in the first half. However, we
could not maintain this as we
let our standard drop, allowing
Felsted back into the game. By the
end they had put four past us to
end 1-4, the score line kept that
way thanks to some goalkeeping
heroics by Ben Hyams. However
disappointing this result was, we
didn’t let it affect us as we bounced
back to win the next game against
Hitchin 1-0 with Bertie Arbuthnott,
Chris Fletcher and Harry Hemsi
particularly impressing with their
industrious and solid work in midfield. A loss against the Leys school
and another standard hammering
of Haberdashers’ followed, taking
us to the final game of the season
against Dr Challoner’s, against
whom our coach had never won
a game in the U16 category. We
started that game strongly with
goals from Alex Scholefield and Ben
Craig putting us 2-0 up by half time,
determined to give our veteran
coach a good send off. But early
into the second half we let our
concentration slip and conceded.
Rather than lose our grip on the
game, we pressed on and added
another to our account through
an excellent finish from Milan Yick,
and then sealed the game, scoring
from our first short corner of the
season. Hammering a long held
rival seemed to be a fitting farewell
for our coach Mr Hudson, whom
all of the team would like to especially thank for his die hard commitment over this season and the
decades that he has given to this
School. His tactical genius proved
to be decisive at times in games
when our stick skills just simply
weren’t up to the task.
Alex Scholefield
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On the Up
U15 Hockey
The U15A team hockey results
were a mixed bag but it was a
season of real progress with five
wins, four losses and two draws.

a decisive pivot in the midfield. On
his rise from the B team, Charlie
sent a through ball on to the angled
run of centre forward Cameron
Furley, who knocked the ball in on
the reverse stick to give St Albans
the lead. A composed goal from
Noah Arthur-Tinworth was the
result of a smart counter attack
and the team was happy to go
away with a 2-0 win. Goals from
Cameron Furley, George Adshead
and another B team superstar,
Kamal Oyebola, gave us another
convincing win over Hitchin School.

A standout performance in goal
from Ken Adidgwe kept the team
in the game against a better, more
skilful Merchant Taylors’. Some fantastic saves and an all-round solid
performance allowed us to finish
with a goalless draw. The following
week produced another steady
performance, which seemed to be
leading towards a goalless draw,
but a calmly converted penalty flick
Injury to Captain Ashwin Batey
from Ashwin Batey gave the team
their first win of the season.
proved costly the following week
when Felsted put three goals past
Whilst playing around with difus. However, the team picked
ferent formations and finding our
themselves up very quickly, producfeet as a team, two harsh losses
ing some of the highlights of the
to Dulwich College and Watford
season in a game against Haileybury.
Grammar School left us frustrated,
Noah Arthur-Tinworth’s silky and
as our progress as team was not
skilful run, finished off with an
being reflected in results. Seeking
impressive goal, set us ahead only
an important win away at Aldenminutes into the game. Goals from
ham School, Sami Ali and centre
George Adshead, Sami Ali, Kamal
half Charlie Harwood made their
Oyebola and Cameron Furley
A team debut. Charlie would prove
followed, to give the team a very

convincing victory. Determination and solid performances from
James Cooper and Alex Nejad in
the fullback position made sure this
was achievable. The consistency
in defence was followed through
against The Leys School in the
penultimate game of the season,
where unfortunately our rivals
came out with a 1-0 win. However,
this was evidence of how far we
had come as a team, as we lost by
a much, much smaller margin than
previous years. The last game of the
season saw a frustrating 2-2 draw
to Dr Challoner’s.Cameron Furley
and returning midfielder Ashwin
Batey scored, Ashwin’s goal notably
being one of the best of the season,
a genius reverse stick at the edge
of the D guided the ball to the top
corner, leaving the keeper wondering what more he could have done.
A season was full of ups and downs,
but notable progression was
evident, as players and a team. Our
thanks go to Miss Sandell, who was
a class coach from start to finish.
Cameron Furley

Growing Places
U14 Hockey
The season started off with playing
Merchant Taylors’ with all us playing
as a team for the first time. The
score was 5-2 to Merchant Taylors’
with Gethin Wynne scoring both
our goals. As we got more used to
our positions and our team, our
performance improved continuously throughout the match. Our
next game was against Dulwich
School at Woollams on a cold
Saturday. The visitors took an early
lead after a run and good finish
from their striker. While we started
to establish ourselves later on,
creating more chances, the game
didn’t improve and finished at 6-0.
Our next game was against a very
strong side of Bishop’s Stortford
College, in which the U14A team
battled very hard, only narrowly
losing out with a defeat of 2-1.
The next week the U14A team
match faced Watford Grammar
School. Though we began halfasleep, with Watford getting an
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early goal due to lack of marking,
we soon recovered with two quick
goals, and we managed to stay in
the lead right up until the end. We
finished with our first win and cuts
and bruises to show for it. In the
next game, we faced Aldenham
School, and unfortunately we lost
with a close 2-1 defeat. Next, we
came up against Hitchin Grammar,
a match that proved to be a hard
fought contest as an initial 2-0 lead
culminated in a final score of 3-2 to
Hitchin.
We played away at Felsted for our
next game. Although we lost, we
put a huge amount of commitment in – it was arguably our best
performance of the season, and we
were very unlucky not to come
away with a goal. Our next opponent was a well-trained Haileybury
team. It was an exciting match
throughout and was very equal,
shown by the 3-3 scoreline.

The final match of the season was
greeted with much anticipation, due
to the success the previous week
against a strong U15 side. After
going a goal down, some inspiring
words from the Headmaster helped
us to get back on equal terms.
The team held out for a while
in the second half, resisting the
opponent’s attacks. Unfortunately,
we were finally overwhelmed, and
a shot found its way into the net.
It was a disappointing result, but
overall, a good season, with plenty
of improvements having been made.
This was a very enjoyable season,
and the results do not tell the
whole story at all. The U14A team
has improved massively over the
season and are definitely prepared
and ready to go into next season
and carry on to improve and maybe
get a few more wins.
Gethin Wynne
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Ones to Watch
U13 Hockey
The season started with optimism
after initial good performances, including a 2-2 draw against Dulwich
College, setting a high expectation
for a potentially talented group.
Unfortunately, as the season
moved on, frustration set in with
some under-par performances not
reflective of the high expectations
generated at the beginning of the
term. This included a disappointing
set of results in the Herts Minis
tournament, which in turn spurred
the players on against a wealth of
strong opposition that were coming
up. Confidence growing, results
turned in our favour for all teams
and notable wins came against Haberdashers’ (2-1), Aldenham (4-0),
St George’s Weybridge (2-1) and
Dr Challoner’s (5-3). The B team
almost had the opposite experience, starting slowly and building
momentum quickly with good performances against Dulwich College
(3-1), Bishop’s Stortford College
(2-1) and Watford Grammar (4-2).
Unfortunately, as the season came
to a close, against good opposition,
the team struggled to keep up its
performance levels but came close
in several games. All of the players
demonstrated excellent progression and by the end of the season
they didn’t want it to end. Next
season the U14 team will be one
to watch.
TNR

Starting Strong
U12 Hockey
This year, First formers have strived
to perform extremely well. Our A
team had a good season with five
wins and two losses. We started
with a cancelled match against Haberdashers’ because of frost, but we

amazing goals with some of the
best being a back-stick hit into the
top corner from Alex Tudor and a
hit from the left side also into the
top corner from Toby Whitehurst.

The B Team showed great effort
and worked very hard to keep our
standards high. With many great
wins, one match definitely shone
above the rest. In March, the B
team competed against Watford
Grammar School’s B team and
came home with an astounding
result. We won 12-0 and goalkeeper Robert Delaney certainly wasn’t
pushed to his maximum. With only
a few goal attempts, the defenders
didn’t have to work too hard, but
the players playing up front kept on
would draw 0-0 later in the season. scoring right until the last minute.
With a total of six matches we
Our team also played at Bishop’s
came home with five wins and one
Stortford against a team a year
older than us who beat us 0-2. We close loss in our first game, which
improved a great deal and learnt to shows how much we had improved
transfer, to attack the D propand how much we grew as a team.
erly, to make leads into space and
The U12 C and D Teams had a
generally play better. We had some
really good term, winning most of
their matches. They consistently
had amazing defensive play, built
around the reliable Akshay Kumar,
and the numerous goalkeepers
played really well, keeping out
numerous goals. The goalkeepers
kept on switching around due to
their success so special mention
goes to Nathen Mukassa, Robert
Derlany and Faris Haider.
JFW
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Hit for Six
1st XI Cricket
The season started very well for St
Albans School with fine victories
over Haileybury, Dr Challoner’s and
QE Barnet. A poor result and even
poorer performance against Bancroft’s, where defeat was snatched
from the jaws of victory, gave
glimpses of what was to come. The
annual fixture against Haberdashers’ saw only one side turn up…
and it wasn’t us; we were third
in a two horse race. We rallied
well against Berkhamsted where
the weather ruined any chance
of a result, which was looking as
if it might go our way, while the
game against Bedford also saw us
perform well for the amount of
play the heavens afforded us. As
far as individual performances are
concerned, many showed glimpses
of what they can do, but no one
really stood out and said ‘I’ll win
the game’. Captain Alex Cook was
named player of the season for his
consistent batting and Third former
Josh de Caires showed bright signs
for the future. Gus Laws-Mather
and Charlie Scott also showed
signs of promise, but both should
be winning games for the School
and last season, neither did. More
resilience, more grit and more
determination are required if 2017
is to be as good as it could be. I
couldn’t fault the effort however;
that was always there.

One of the better
summer days:
1st XI v. MCC

MCI

Strength to Strength
2nd XI Cricket
The 2016 summer saw a season
of rebuilding for 2nd XI Cricket,
with many of the previous year’s
main contributors having left or
been promoted to the 1st XI. The
side that took to the field in the
first match against Dr Challoner’s,
however, was weakened due to key
absences. Travelling with a stronger
side to Haileybury, St Albans were
unable to secure their first win of
the season, going down by 66 runs.
Facing Bancroft’s the following week,
it took some batting heroics from
Tom Carter, back from 1st team
duties, to lead the side to a 50 run
victory and a turn of fortune. Facing
QE Barnet in the next match, at the
top of the order, Ben Craig and Joe
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Dinwoodie helped set up a solid
total of 168 – the highest total of
the season. The bowlers backed this
up admirably. After a washed out
fixture against Bedford Modern, the
2nd XI went away to Haberdashers’
the following week, expecting the
hardest contest of the season. Unfortunately, the St Albans batsmen
found themselves tied down by
some very accurate bowling,
stumbling to a meagre total of 107
in 30 overs. The bowlers struggled
with their consistency and failed to
restrict the flow of runs, going down
by five wickets with almost 5 overs
to spare.
St Albans bounced back against
Berkhamsted, with Tom Carter’s allround performance paving the way
for a much-needed victory. Expecting a strong opponent in Bedford

School, the 2nd XI put together
their best team performance of
the season. Every player who came
to the crease made a contribution
with the bat, to help post an imposing total of 136 for 8. Ben Hemsi’s
consistent line and length frustrated the opposition into unnecessary
risks playing across the line and
Bedford eventually staggered to
102 for 7 off their 20 overs. A convincing 34 run victory, it was one of
the highlights of the season.
Although only winning four of
their seven matches, the 2nd XI
this season was a young side and
had shown potential to move from
strength to strength in the future.
CJE
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Strong Early Season Form
U15 Cricket
The U15A cricket team had the
ideal start to the season with two
successive wins. The first game of
the season saw the bowlers cash
in, bowling Haileybury out for
just 58, and comfortably chasing
it down with 9 wickets intact. The
next week, St Albans met Bancroft’s
at home, which has been a very
challenging fixture in recent years.
However, after restricting Bancroft’s to 155-8 in 35 overs on a
very good batting pitch, everybody
in the top six performed, pulling off
a very good win.

The following week, the team travelled up to Berkhamsted School,
and the typical British weather
forced the game to be restricted
to 25 overs each. After being put
into bat on an uncovered pitch, the
top order struggled to bat quickly,
and could only post a score of
146-6. This was successfully chased
down by the strong Berkhamsted
batsmen, despite the bowlers’
greatest efforts to restrict the flow
of runs. Overall, however, St Albans
had enjoyed a solid first half term
of cricket.

The team’s fortunes came to an
end, however, when St Albans were
drawn against Aldenham in the
County Cup. This was the same
team which had previously ended
our County Cup campaign and our
score of 109-5 proved to be below
par, as Aldenham produced some
impressive hitting towards the end
of the innings that our bowlers
couldn’t cope with. We were
knocked out the Cup in the first
round, having lost by 9 wickets.

The team then took on Watford
Grammar School, who won the
toss and elected to bat. The
bowlers did the best they could
in windy and cold conditions, but
could only keep Watford to a total
of 152-5 in their allotted 25 overs,
with Brendan Warren the pick of
the bowlers. In reply, St Albans
never got going and the top three
only scored at 4 an over, causing
the lower order to collapse. Will
Davis gave St Albans something to
cheer about, however, scoring a
quick-fire fifty with shots all around
the ground. Despite this, St Albans
slumped to 120-9.

The next match on the fixture
list was against QE Barnet, where
St Albans scored 158-8, including a quick-fire cameo innings of
30* from the wicket keeper, Louis
Childs. Unfortunately it proved not
to be enough, as the QE batsmen
had no trouble in chasing it down,
winning by 6 wickets. St Albans’
luck changed in the following
fixture against Haberdashers’, as
the bowlers pulled off a brilliant
job, bowling them out for under
100. The St Albans top four were
able to finish the job comfortably,
with the help of a sensible innings
of 35 from Ben Yurkwich, seeing the
team home to victory.
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St Albans suffered another defeat
against Dr Challoner’s School, in
which the spinners got hit around
a lot and the batsmen could never
get going. The positives to take
out of this defeat were that the
catching standard had improved
with Rahil Thapar, Lawrence Gallagher and Brendan Warren taking
phenomenal catches.
After the two disappointing losses,
The slips await an
St Albans took on Merchant
Taylors’. The hosts made only 144-6 edge

after 25 overs. St Albans looked
to chase this down, but after the
openers were out, the batting
collapsed and although St Albans
showed some fight in the middle
order, with Rahil Thapar top scoring
with 20 and vital support from
Archie Wilks, it wasn’t enough even
with the help of Brendan Warren’s
late flurry at the end of the innings.
The next week saw St Albans play
local rivals St George’s. St Albans
were put into bat and made a good
start, but wickets kept tumbling
and even with Will Davis’ fighting
28, the team only reached 90 all
out. In reply, Brendan Warren and
Saleem Khan started well with two
maidens but St George’s emerged
with a win with two overs left in a
very low scoring 20 over match.
In the last week of term St Albans
suffered another defeat, but there
was a lot learnt in the season and
every player progressed throughout, and end of season awards saw
Rahil Thapar as the most valuable player, and Will Davis most
improved.
Rahil Thapar and Brendan Warren
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District Champions
U14 Cricket
The U14As had a mixed, but
ultimately successful season. In the
first week, the team played a trial
match against Chesham Grammar
School; with four of our players
retiring at 20, we posted 144 and
took a win by 23 runs.
Against Haileybury, a 119 run partnership between Josh de Caries
(77) and Hugh Craig (32) saw us
chase their 155 with five overs to
spare. In our next match, posting
159 from 20 overs, Sandringham
were unable to reply and were
bowled out for 44. At Bancroft’s,
another 100 partnership between
Craig (70*) and Dan McCurley
(35*) led us to 158-2 off 30 overs.
Consequently, St Albans were 110
run winners; effective bowling saw
Bancroft’s 48 all out.
Despite Jamie Deane’s impressive
62 with the bat and 3-18 with the
ball, we lost to QE Barnet. We
similarly left disappointed against
Haberdashers’, falling only 11 runs
short, despite Deane scoring 40
and McCurley 34. Likewise, we
lost against Berkhamsted in a
rain-affected game. At Woollams
against Watford Grammar School,
however, we were comfortable
winners after a fantastic 120 run

partnership between de Caries (79) In the final against Verulam, a great
opening from McCurley (26) and
and Craig (70) .
George Mangan (20), followed by
In the next round of the County
Deane and Tom Berrinton, created
Cup, de Caries scored a magnifia respectable 140-9 from 25 overs.
cent century off 60 balls, backed by
Verulam scored quickly off our
a quick-fire 50* from Craig. Our
openers, but Ben Griggs took
167 proved insurmountable, espe2-24 from his five overs as Kelsey
cially as Cameron Appleyard and de
ripped through Verulam’s middle
Caries took two wickets each.
order, taking 4-16 off his five. It was
After half term, we played Sir John insurmountable for Veralum, making
Lawes in the District Cup. Missing St Albans District Champions.
key players, we restricted them
Dan McCurley
to 115-5 from 20 overs. We easily
chased down their total, with Appleyard scoring 26 and Craig 29
not out.
We restricted a strong Merchant
Taylors’ side to 138 from 25 overs.
Despite a 54 run partnership
between Craig (34) and Deane
(20), we fell short by 11 runs.
Progressing in the County Cup, we
played Watford Grammar School,
who only managed 87-6 from 20
overs, including two wickets from
both Craig and Deane. St Albans
reached the total easily, becoming 9
wicket winners.
In the semi-final against Aldenham,
Madhav Krishnan removed their
opener for a diamond duck and
we kept them to 114-5 from 20
overs. However, after an uneasy
start to the batting, we could not
recover and our County Cup run
was ended.
St Columba’s in the District Cup
reached 79, with Will Kelsey and
McCurley taking two wickets each.
Our openers fell early, but Deane’s
20 and McCurley’s quick-fire 32*
from 23 sent us into the final.
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Determination

Enthusiastic and Willing

U13 Cricket

U12 Cricket

The start of the season saw victories over the likes of Haileybury,
Bancroft and QE Barnet. These were
great bowling and fielding performances, but the batting was less
successful. These matches featured
a five wicket haul for Nat Fuell.
Great batting performances against
Beechwood Park School (Tom
Platts top scoring with 46*) and
Edge Grove (Joe Vance with 49*)
took us to the County Cup quarter
finals where we played Haberdashers’. Unfortunately, they were too
strong for us on both occasions, as
were Watford Grammar School in a
match we should have won had we
bowled well. After beating Berkhamsted, Merchant Taylors’ and Bedford
School we played in the District
Cup Final, where we surprisingly lost
to arch rivals St Columba’s.

The U12 cricket season saw a
group of enthusiastic and willing
players turn up to pre-season
training in the April holidays. It
became evident early on that there
was much potential amongst the
group, albeit raw. The first two
training sessions in the first week
of the summer term were focused
on preparing for the first match
of the season against Haileybury

Overall it was a moderately
successful season with areas to
improve. We need more consistency in our bowling and fielding
performances, to score more runs
against better bowling attacks
and on more challenging pitches
early in the season, and to stay at
the crease for sustained periods
of time. Our strengths were our
determination to win the match in
the field – by bowling many sides
out for under 90 runs – and our
batting when we applied ourselves
and built a partnership.
Steven Perrin

side. Despite a good win in the first
round of the County Cup, we had
to forfeit the next match because
of the Pen Arthur trips.

Despite losing most of our
matches, much excellent progress was made and a number of
players showed the potential to
develop into good young cricketers. Finlay Reid performed very
well with both bat and ball and
captained the team admirably; Ben
Werter showed highly encouraging
progress, batting with wonderful
timing and bowling with impressive
speed and accuracy; Zev StewartHarris and Joshua Wansell both
made promising progress as wicket
keeper; Cameron Randhawa and
Faris Haider both batted with good
technical awareness and displayed
the ability to defend their wicket
for long periods of time; Harry
MacDougall, Toby Whitehurst,
Oscar Sparey and Daniel Edwards
all made valuable contributions
College, in which we did very well
and showed the potential to
to win by 6 wickets. It became
develop into very good cricketers
evident in this match yet again that
in the coming years; despite having
we had much raw talent to work
never played much cricket, Robert
with over the season. The next two
Heaney and Kimani Jack both permatches saw us produce encouragformed bravely and made excellent
ing performances against Bancroft’s
progress through the season.
School and QE Barnet, only to lose
narrowly. After a few more narrow I would like to thank all the boys
losses, we did very well to defeat a in both the A and B team for their
good Watford side, with Finlay Reid commitment and enthusiasm this
making an impressive half century. season; I would also like to encourage them to continue working hard
Disappointingly, we weren’t able
at their game as they move through
to maintain this form, and went
down to a good Merchant Taylors’ the next few years.
GSB
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Competing on the World Stage
Cross Country

After yet another very successful cross country training week at
Pen Arthur, with a record number
of attendees, the team got down
to work preparing for another
very challenging season. Having
lost some of our most influential
runners, this year we faced the
challenge of retaining the titles won
from the previous season.

On Final day, our team ran well but to enter one runner from each
could only finish in fifth place.
form (1-4) plus two senior runners
in each team. Another good effort
After Christmas, we saw our senior
from our boys across the ages saw
runners taking part in the Knole
us finish in second place.
Run. Offering one of the most challenging 6 mile courses, the event
We were now left with two of
always attracts a big field, featurthe biggest events in the Cross
ing all the top running schools in
Country calendar. The King Henry
England. It was going to be a big
Relay is recognised as the premier
ask for us to win on this occasion, schools’ event in the UK, attracting
but our team ran well to finish in
over fifty teams from around the
third place. Next came the County country. On the day, we finished
Championships, which saw Luca
in fifth place against a very high
Stubbs dominate in the first race,
quality field. The South East Cham-

The season started as usual with
a visit to Wimbledon Common,
to run in the King’s Trophy, hosted
by King’s School Wimbledon. The
4.5 mile race, over one of the
most challenging courses, proved
a real test for everyone. The team
performed well on the day, despite
being without many stars of last
year’s Upper Sixth, they managed
to pack well to retain the cup won
the previous year.
Next came the Haskell Cup, one
of our most successful events. The
event is a 4 runner relay, hosted
From training at
by RGS Guildford, run over a 2
Pen Arthur (top) to
mile fast course. Our team, led
national (centre)
by Captain Tom Halling, ran to
and international
form, leading throughout, reward(bottom)
ing us with a consecutive win. We
competition: a year
returned the following week to St
for the cross country
Albans for our own Relay; it consquad
sists of a six runner Relay around
Woollams and Cheapside Farm.
This really is a fast course and with
strong teams, from Judd, Marling
and Abingdon, to run against, it was
going to be a very competitive race.
Our team held a top three place
throughout and Tom Halling led out
on the last lap. However, it was not
our day as the Judd last leg runner
ran a very good lap to overtake us
and win by 11 seconds.
Meanwhile, the Intermediate team
had again reached the Regional
Final in the English Schools Cup.
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to then win and become County
Champion in his age. Tom Halling,
Tom Fulton, Alex Cook and Ben
Clarke all gained County places and
represented Hertfordshire in the
inter county championships.
The next race was the unusual
Goater Cup, a race where we have

pionships was the last race of the
season and all three of our teams
ran well. The honours, though, have
to go to the senior team, who
won comfortably, with Tom Halling,
Alex Cook, Ben Hemsi and Oliver
Edmond bowing out in style after
representing the School at the
highest level throughout their time
here.
With the season over and some
excellent results to reflect on, it
was, for some, time to start thinking about the World Schools Championships in Budapest. St Albans
School had been asked to represent England in this event for the
second time and again performed
very well.
KJE
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County and District Success
Athletics
including coming
an excellent
second place
in the Harrow
School Guy
Butler Shield,
beating Eton, St
Paul’s and other
top boarding schools.
Kemji Oguike
was athlete of
the day. The
team also later
secured the
District ChampiThe 2016 season brought the most Cameron Furley had onship title. Meanwhile, the Senior
successful results, for both the
a strong season,
team came third in the District
School and individuals, in recent
while Kemji Oguike Championship.
years. Participation in athletics has was athlete of the
increased significantly as more
day at Harrow
Individual successes came from
pupils have chosen to attend
County Champions U12 Luca
non-compulsory training available
Stubbs in the 1500m and U16 Tom
throughout the summer term.
Fulton in the 800m. Tom went on
to compete in the National English
The U16 Athletics team made
Schools Competition at Gateshead.
the headlines, ending a ten year
RDD
domination by athletics schools
such as Hitchin and Haberdashers’. The U16 boys
also won the County
League final, the first
time we had taken
the title at this age
group. Cameron
Furley became
the first County
League final triple
jump gold medallist
for the School. Meanwhile,
Jake Maries won his 200m
and Artee McKee his
discus. Third former Kemji
Oguike surpassed his
personal best and jumped
12.01m in the triple jump,
despite competing against
boys a year older. A second
in the relay and third
places from Ayo Olukuton
in the 400m, Kemji Oguike
in the 100m, Jack Ballard
high jump and Third former
Stratford Ryan in the pole
vault helped secure victory. Success
continued as the U16 team also
secured the District title, beating
twelve other schools at the annual
championships.
The U14 team had several successes throughout the season,
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Girls Bond for Success
Lacrosse
The 1st XI Lacrosse team enjoyed
another great season, going from
strength to strength as the season
progressed. A talented set of
Lower Sixth girls joining the existing girls meant that we provided
strong competition for a number
of decent opposition teams. The
season began with a fixture against
St Albans High School for Girls, and
unfortunately we just missed out,
losing 8-9. Although it was a shame
to lose, it was a good opportunity
for the team to get to know each
other and work out how we could
make the most of our individual
strengths in the future.
The following fixture saw us play
against both Walthamstow and St
James’ 1st XIs in a triangular tournament at Woollams. Walthamstow
proved too strong for us, although
Maya Mendoza scored an impressive
individual goal to make our loss less
embarrassing. This just made us even
more determined during the second
match of the day, where both strong
defence and quick-thinking attack
secured us a 12-6 win.

strengths and weaknesses; we used
this to our advantage in all matches.
A number of very fast breaks
from Zoë Williams and incredible
interceptions from Thea Mackenzie
rewarded us with a well-deserved
place in the knockout stages. Unfortunately, we played against the
home side and lost. However, none
of us was disheartened as we had
all had a great day together.
Our final match was against St
James’, and was the best match that
we had played all season – every
single member of the team gave
it their all which culminated in a
resounding 11-5 win. It was a great
season and I wish the team the
best of luck for next year.
Abby MacGregor

Our somewhat reluctant goalie,
Ellie Pritchard, was a star and saved
us on many occasions, securing us
a 9-4 win against Princess Helena
College.
Our highlight of the season was
a day at the Nationals, held at St
Catherine’s School. At this point in
the season we were a ‘fully-formed’
team and knew each other’s

Netball
The Netball 1st Team enjoyed an
exciting and successful season,
winning most of our league
matches. Despite competing against
teams who have played together
for many years, our team bonded
quickly. Even when faced with
losses, our resilience remained high
and we maintained excellent team
spirit throughout. As a team, we
focused on our communication on
court and staying agile and dynamic
until the very end of a game.
Early on in the season we participated in the U19 County
Tournament, where we reached
the quarter finals having won our
matches against Parmiters (7-5)
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and Herts & Essex (6-5). In the District Tournament we reached the
semi finals, where we met St Albans
High School for Girls. Despite
being in the lead at half time, we
were narrowly beaten. It was a
well-fought battle and an intense
match throughout.
Other highlights of the season were
victories against the Royal Masonic
School for Girls (29-19) and St
Helen’s School (23-18). Special
mention goes to Thea Mackenzie,
Jessica Wrigley and Kirstyn Warren
for exceptional play throughout
the season and for receiving full
colours.
Georgia Kelsey
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Football
Senior and U15 Football Tour to Valencia
With the Valencia CF training
grounds within walking distance,
our boys were almost immediately
thrown into their first two training sessions with the professional
coaching staff on the first day of
this year’s football tour. The quality
of the coaching was exceptional
and the boys responded positively.
On the afternoon of day two, a
tour of the ancient part of the city
included the majestic old city gates,
beautiful plazas and an exhausting
climb to the top of the bell tower.
On the morning of the third day,
the party was given the opportunity to witness the Valencia Academy
sides in action and was treated to
a wonderful display by one of the
junior sides as they defeated local
rivals Levante 7-2. After three days
of training, St Albans were more
than ready to take to the pitch
themselves and the U15s set the
tone with a 4-0 win over Los Silos.
The Senior squad was not to be
overshadowed by their younger
counterparts and put five past the
Refa Academy, with Tom Carter
appearing twice with Jack Swan
and Jake Sahota on the score sheet.
Buoyed by their strong performances, the boys saw Valencia gain
their first league win under Gary
Neville as they faced Espanyol that
evening in the Mestella Stadium.
The following morning, both sides
were in action again, the U15s
taking the early kick off. Going
ahead with two early goals by
Sam Frost and Louis Howard,
Zafranar pulled two goals back on
either side of a second Howard
strike and when midfield talisman
Kwame Ofori was sent off to the
bemusement of onlookers late in
the second period, Adam Barton
put the result beyond doubt. In the
Senior match against a classy Alboraya side, Tom Savage gave St Albans
an early lead from close range
while Carter added a second from
the penalty spot before putting
George Leigh through to curl his
shot neatly around the keeper.
Despite conceding twice, we held
on as Oliver Harris calmly put a
fourth in from a late corner, which
triggered ‘a small scale pitch invasion’, in the words of the captain.
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The football tour
proved a great
success for both
sides

In the final matches, both A sides
appeared to suffer from fatigue. The
U15s found themselves trailing for
the first time on tour, going into the
second half 0-1 to Malilla. Golden
boot recipient Howard then scored
his fourth goal of the tour to bring
the scores level and U15 Player of
the Tour James Cooper finished
calmly to secure the win. Unfortunately, the tour-winning streak was
ended as the Seniors went down
0-3 to a strong Almussafes side.
At the final day prizegiving, Tom
Carter was presented the Golden
Boot award and Joe Riant the Best
Player Award for the Senior Squad,

while Best Tourist went to Oliver
West for the U15s and George
Leigh for the Seniors.
Additional excursions included
evenings at the local entertainment
complex, an opportunity for some
futsal and ice cream at the local
beach and a visit to the oceanographic centre.
A notable highlight of the tour was
1st Team Captain, Jack Swan, delivering all match speeches in Spanish.
Overall, the tour was a great
success and enjoyed by everyone
involved.
CJE
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Season Overview
1st XI and others
The 1st XI enjoyed a decent season
but was hampered by not being
able to put out the same side two
games running. A good run in the
District Cup was ended by the
eventual winners of the County
Cup, so there was nothing to be
ashamed of. There were some fine
performances by Joe Riant, Jack
Swan, Max Swan, Joe Galliford
and George Leigh. With these key
players at our disposal, our strongest side could compete against
some of the most challenging sides
in the county – the victory against
Dame Alice Owen’s was testament
to this.
As for the other age groups, the
U15s and U14s both enjoyed much
success and several players from
that U15 side will feature in the
1st XI next season. The worrying
year group is the U13s, who were
frequently well beaten by the opposition. The new U13s, however,
come from are a more ‘sporty’
year group, so things may improve.
The U12s had the best Cup run
for some time, getting through to
the semi-finals before losing to
Beaumont in extra time.
MCI

Captain Sam Frost was the heartbeat of the team, playing with vision
and maturity beyond his years. The
most improved player of the season
accolade went to Archie Wilks,
who excelled at right back and was
resolute in defence. Sam Jobson
anchored the midfield like a young
Paul Ince; his hard work allowing
the team to reap the rewards of his
toil. A special mention should go
to Sam Stern who won his maiden
and only cap in the demolition of
Sandringham School, coming on to
the pitch as a second half substitute
and scoring a phenomenal goal with
the poise of a seasoned goal-scorer.
The resulting team jubilation was
enough to make the hairs stand up
on even the most cynical among us.

Perhaps the team became too
confident, because over the next
couple of matches they struggled to
find their fluency and were unable
to break down the unwavering
defences of Roundwood Park and
St Edmund’s College, going down
1-2 and 1-3 respectively in fiercely
fought matches.

With confidence starting to ebb,
the talented boys were desperate
MJS
to turn the tables again. Against Dr
Challoner’s, they delivered a much
needed win in a see-saw match that
went right down to the final whistle.
An eventual 5-4 win was followed
up with a comprehensive 5-0
trouncing of Sandringham. Heading
into the District Cup semi-final
against Beaumont, momentum was
with them once again. Outplayed by
a slick passing opposition midfield,
St Albans spent much of the game
chasing the ball after conceding two
goals. Despite pulling a late goal
back, the match ended in defeat. St
Albans were hungry for revenge
when they faced Beaumont again
two days later, and won 5-0.

U15 Football
This was a good season for the
U15 Association Football team.
The gentlemen players represented
the School with determination and
cunning in equal measure, resulting
in an almost perfect season. Block
fixtures were completed without
suffering a single loss and, most
importantly, they were played with
an attractive attacking style that led
to some quite one-sided results.
The only blot on our copy book
was the defeat to the auld enemy,
Verulam School, in the semi-final
of the District Cup. We were well
beaten by a better team, who
played good football and went on
to win the competition. There was
no shame in this defeat.

After scoring 25 goals in two
matches, the momentum was
halted by the February half-term
break and Haileybury proved a
tougher contest. Despite being
down a goal at the break, a resurgent St Albans turned it around in
the second half, netting three goals
to secure a third consecutive win.

A Spanish
U14 Football
goalkeeper manages
to deny St Albans on From the very first trial match, it
the Valencia tour
was evident that there was plenty

of attacking talent in the U14
squad and the season that unfolded
offered goals galore. It wasn’t until
late January, however, that the team
was finally able to take the field, as
the early fixtures were cancelled.
After weeks of anticipation, the
season started with a bang, an
emphatic 11-1 victory over Sir
John Lawes. The following week, we
continued our dominant form with
a second demolition of our opposition, putting 14 unanswered goals
past a deflated Marlborough side.

With six wins from nine matches,
the boys can be very proud of the
way they played. Their attacking
style resulted in 46 goals scored and
only 13 conceded in all matches;
this talented side produced some
wonderfully free flowing football.
The season was typified by some
high-class possession football, led
by Cameron Appleyard, Conor
McCabe and Ryan Ewhare. Opposition defenders struggled to cope
with Kemji Oguike’s power and
pace, while Dan McCurley’s finishing
was ruthless. James Unwin was the
rock in the defence, with George
Clarke a composed player forming
an excellent partnership. Jake Seechurn and Matty Lee used their skill
to good effect down the flanks and
caused considerable panic in opposition defences.
CJE/DS
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Basketball
Basketball has proved to be a very
popular non-compulsory sport
where the focus is to play developing and committed players rather
than always using the best sportsmen. Numbers at training regularly
exceed over 20 per year group.
The U12s were undefeated in A
league, beating St Columba’s, Beaumont and Sandringham. The success
culminated in being crowned
District Champions, with excellent
performances from Kimani Jack and
Toby Whitehurst.
The U13s, winning a third of their
matches in A league, came 4th, with
Daniel Eaves player of the season.
The U14s came 2nd in the A league,
due to walkover victories. Kemji
Oguike was player of the season.
The U15s, however, found the
A league far too tough against
regional champions Beaumont.
A change to the B league should
make a difference for the following
season.
The Seniors had one game against
The Samuel Ryder Academy,
winning easily. More senior fixtures
will be arranged next season.
RDD
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Swimming
The most successful School swimming season in history started with
qualification for the Junior and Intermediate teams for the National
Relays held at the Olympic Park.
The Regionals also saw the Junior
and Intermediate teams win the
top Hertfordshire Boys’ School
Trophy for the first time. The
Junior team finished the highest,
13th in the country for the medley
relay (Oscar Brice, Nathaniel
Olayomi, Alex Backhaus and Ciaran
Cook).

A successful Herts League season
saw the Junior team beat all
comers, winning the final gala
and topping the league, as well as
earning an Improvers trophy. The
Intermediates finished 4th in the
league and the Seniors won the
league and finished second in the
final.
In this excellent year, thirty swimmers represented the School,
including a senior girls’ team.
TNR
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Team Sports Results
ST

ALBANS

2015-16

SCHOOL

Rugby
Team

Cricket
Played

Won

Drawn

Lost

Team

Played

Won

Drawn

Lost

1st XV

18

8

0

10

1st XI

13

7

1

5

2nd XV

13

9

1

3

2nd XI

7

4

0

3

3rd XV

9

5

1

3

3rd XI

5

3

0

2

4th XV

1

0

0

1

4th XI

2

2

0

0

U16 XV

11

5

0

6

5th XI

2

1

0

1

U16 B XV

10

6

0

4

U15 XI

13

6

0

7

U15 XV

15

12

0

3

U15 B XI

11

7

0

4

U15 B XV

12

9

0

3

U15 C XI

4

2

0

2

U15 C XV

6

5

0

1

U14 XI

15

10

0

5

U14 XV

12

11

0

1

U14 B XI

8

6

1

1

U14 B XV

13

12

0

1

U14 C XI

6

3

0

3

U14 C XV

9

8

0

1

U13 XI

13

9

0

4

U14 D XV

3

2

0

1

U13 B XI

6

3

0

3

U13 XV

10

4

0

6

U12 XI

9

4

0

5

U13 B XV

9

7

0

2

U12 B XI

6

0

0

6

U12 XV

7

6

0

1

Totals:

120

67

2

51

U12 B XV

7

3

0

4

168

114

2

52

Totals:
Hockey
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Netball

Team

Played

Won

Drawn

Lost

Team

Played

Won

Drawn

Lost

1st XI

16

7

3

6

1st VII

21

11

1

9

2nd XI

10

4

0

6

3rd XI

6

2

1

3

U16 XI

9

5

1

3

Football

U16 B XI

6

3

0

3

Team

Played

Won

Drawn

Lost

U15 XI

11

5

2

4

1st XI

16

7

1

8

U15 B XI

8

7

0

1

2nd XI

6

4

2

0

U14 XI

11

2

1

8

U16 XI

12

6

1

5

U14 B XI

10

5

1

4

U15 XI

12

10

1

1

U13 XI

14

8

1

5

U14 XI

9

6

0

3

U13 B XI

11

5

0

6

U13 XI

7

0

0

7

U12 XI

12

7

1

4

U12 XI

3

2

0

1

U12 B XI

12

8

1

3

Totals:

65

35

5

25

Totals:

136

68

12

56
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