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From the 				
Headmaster
It has been another busy year for the
Development Office, with more OA
events, both local and regional, held
than ever before and our highest
number of attendees.
It has been a real pleasure for me to meet
so many OAs and friends of the School
over the last twelve months and I have
very much enjoyed hearing the stories
and anecdotes about your own time at St
Albans School. We are very lucky to have
such a supportive and committed body
of alumni, keen to remain in touch with
their Alma Mater as well as supporting the
School financially.
The Foundation’s income has increased
considerably this year, thanks to some
significant donations towards our new
‘Building Futures’ campaign: you will be

able to read more about the aims of the
campaign, and how to support it, in this
Annual Review.
The campaign has now also been launched
to parents of current pupils, so we are
sending this Review to them for the first
time this year in the hope that details of
the last year’s activities will be of interest to
those who have already supported, or who
are considering supporting, the campaign.
All that remains is for me to thank you
once again for both your company and
support over the last year, and I look
forward to meeting many more of you in
the year to come.
With best wishes

Jonathan Gillespie

St Albans School
Foundation
The St Albans School Foundation exists to create the best possible
facilities and opportunities for both current students and the
generations of pupils still to come. We remain committed to
providing more bursary places, in order to offer the best-possible
education to as wide a range of students as possible.

We are immensely grateful to the OAs, parents and staff
whose continued support makes this possible.
In a very competitive environment, where
expectations are extremely high, St Albans
School must aim for excellence in all it does.
However, like the majority of independent
schools, we are not able to finance all the
School’s needs entirely from fee income.
In order to complete upcoming projects to a
reasonable timescale, as well as continuing

to offer bursary places to the brightest pupils,
regardless of their parents’ abilities to pay
the fees, we are reliant on the generosity and
support of OAs, parents and staff.
Throughout this report you will read how the
Foundation has supported the School in the key
areas of capital development, special projects,
bursaries and the Hardship Fund.
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Centre FOR THE
Performing Arts:
Our aim is to transform what is still called the
New Hall (though completed in 1968) into
a modern Centre for the Performing Arts,
comprising a 300 seater multi-use auditorium,
much-needed rehearsal space and nine
soundproofed practice rooms, plus additional
dedicated classrooms. At last, the Music
Department, presently split between School
House, the New Hall and the Abbey, will have a
single home worthy of its quality.
FUNDRAISING TARGET: £1.6 MILLION
TOTAL COST OF PROJECT: £3.2 MILLION
BALANCE TO BE MATCH FUNDED BY THE SCHOOL

Building Futures
Capital CampaigN

Our development plans focus on providing current
and future pupils with the rich education that previous
generations have enjoyed, and ensuring that they benefit
from the best possible opportunities available.

Science Laboratories:
The first funds raised from the early phase of the
Building Futures Campaign enabled us to refit
two new Physics laboratories and create a new
Physics office in 2014, as well as refurbishing a
Chemistry laboratory during Summer 2015.
We now plan to convert the four Maths
classrooms at the top of the block into two new
large Science laboratories.
THE FUNDRAISING TARGET FOR THE
NEW LABORATORIES IS £250,000

The Building Futures Campaign aims specifically
to improve our Maths, Science and Music/
Arts provision. The need to provide bursaries
for students at St Albans School remains a key
objective, and we will continue to raise vital funds
in this area too.
We know that to remain among the best we
need to make significant investments and ensure
that we have the resources to continue to recruit
the brightest and best pupils. Science and the
Performing Arts continue to attract our students
in huge numbers, to such an extent that the
Science and Music Departments have outgrown
their accommodation. Both New Hall and the
Science Block must now expand in order to
transform the facilities offered to our students.
With the proposed redevelopment of the Science
Faculty, we need to accommodate our young

mathematicians, whose numbers continue to
grow and to achieve remarkable results within
the School.
There is now an urgent need to upgrade to ensure
that the aspirations of the next generation of
exceptional young people joining us at St Albans
School can be met in the manner the twenty-first
century demands. The School’s developing needs
cannot be funded from fee surplus alone or from
disjointed one-off appeals. To ensure that current
and future pupils can benefit from the richness,
quality and opportunities of the education that
previous generations have enjoyed, we are
launching the Building Futures Campaign.
We hope that you – OAs, parents past and
present, and friends of the School – will join us
in this vital task.

Maths Building:
We are delighted that the School has received
full funding from Nick Corfield OA, for a
new Maths and CCF building, which, as well
as significantly improving the home of our
ever-popular CCF unit, will provide our Maths
Department with a new building worthy of its
outstanding results. The new building would
house a brand new CCF shooting range and
office space on the lower ground floor, and
a bespoke two storey Maths Faculty on the
upper ground and first floors.

Bursaries

2015 – 2016
Impact Report:

In the academic year of 2015-2016, 46 pupils
were in receipt of bursary funding, at a total cost
of £576,193. Of those 46, 20 pupils are on full
bursaries, their parents paying no fees at all.
The Bursary Fund will strike a chord with
many, especially with OAs who attended
the School prior to the mid-1970s as
beneficiaries of the Direct Grant Scheme,
which offered the chance of a superb
education to bright boys, irrespective of
their parents’ financial circumstances.

Total Raised:

£1,846,648.97

Now, in the absence of any state support,
the bursary fund is vital to preserving the
mixture of academic and co-curricular
excellence with social diversity that is so
central a part of St Albans School’s historic
mission and character.
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I am only too happy now in my later years to help those who might otherwise
lose out and not have the opportunities I had because of their financial situation.
Although I did not go on to University, the respect I had from my earliest employers
because of my schooling, has since set me on a path to a successful career.”
David Byers (OA 1963), Bursary Fund supporter
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Hardship Fund
The Foundation supports families in special circumstances
via the Hardship Fund - a discretionary source of financial
aid, set up to allow all pupils the opportunity to a full
St Albans School education.
The aim of the Hardship Fund is to assist families
who have difficulties in paying for the extra costs
associated with school life, for example, school
meals, uniform and buses.
The Foundation is able to support families
financially with bus and lunch costs, which they
would not otherwise have been able to afford.

£2,801 was spent from
the Hardship Fund in
the 2015-2016 academic
year to support
families with the
cost of school buses

Special Projects
The Foundation invested £25,409.60 in special projects
throughout the School during 2015 and 2016. The criteria
for selecting these projects was based on a demonstrable
and immediate impact on our pupils. Here are some
examples of the special projects funded in 2015 to 2016
by the Foundation:
VEX Kits
The allocation of funds this year allowed the
department to purchase a range of VEX IQ
robotics kits. These kits have allowed us to
introduce the new, modern and exciting
schemes of work into the first and second
Form curriculum.
The First Form have used them to construct a
range of simple mechanisms to create a chain

The School well-understands the challenges for parents in affording
independent school fees, and the Governors and senior management make
every effort to keep this burden as low as possible. We continue to see parents’
circumstances changing quickly; these can include death, ill-health or business failure/
redundancy. In the post-referendum period, economic uncertainty is unlikely to reduce.
The Hardship Fund provides an essential resource to assist unanticipated needs.”
Richard Hepper - Bursar

reaction, whilst the Second Form have gone
on to use the kits to build remote control,
programmable robots. They have thoroughly
enjoyed the exercise and had great fun in
competing in a number of logistical challenges,
testing control and teamwork.

Gary Calvert – Head of Creative,
Technical and Performing Arts

Cardio Wall
The cardio wall (see image on left) was purchased
to give pupils an alternative, fun and interactive
way of exercising. The wall is designed to be
used by all ages and all abilities with game
programmes testing stamina, reaction speed,
balance, hand-eye coordination, peripheral
vision and speed of thought. These are some
of the key skills that with improvement can
benefit in a range of sporting and general fitness
applications. The cardio wall has also been used

by a number of students that have suffered lower
body injuries making them unable to exercise
on traditional treadmills and bikes. It has been
a great addition and we are looking forward to
finding new ways and new exercises that can be
created by users.

Scott Siery - Sports Centre Manager

Shooting Equipment
The shooting team was very grateful to receive
a raft of new equipment from the Foundation.
Shooting at St Albans School is a popular activity,
with the number of students taking up the sport
growing year-upon-year.
With pupils competing in School, County and
National competitions there is a huge demand
on equipment and time and the equipment that
we had built up was starting to reach the end
of its life. This was also coupled with a greater
number of left-handed shooters, all sharing
one rifle. Thanks to the Foundation, the
students have the equipment they need and
any combination of different shooters can
compete at the same time.

David Russell - Master I/C Shooting

Medieval Weapons
When we took the students to the National Civil
War Centre at Newark it was clear that they
gained a great deal from the opportunities to
both handle and experience the artefacts on
display, learning musket drill and wielding a
pike. We realised that our ability to offer a similar
experience and enthuse the students in the same
way was restricted and so decided to ask for
funding to purchase a few medieval items that
could be used in a number of curriculum areas to
bring the History to life and enhance the
students’ learning.

David Forbes-Whitehead - History

Gateway Society

How to Thrive
The company How to Thrive run training
sessions for what is called the ‘Penn Resilience
Programme’ (PRP). The PRP has been
developed by a team of psychologists at the
University of Pennsylvania in America. It teaches
life skills for young people (as well as parents
and teachers). It builds resilience and promotes
realistic thinking, adaptive coping skills and social
problem solving in children.

A gift in your will can be a simple and tax-effective way of
making a significant gift to the Foundation, that many
would be unable to afford during their lifetime.
Any gift to a registered charity made in
your will, whether in the form of cash,
shares, property or other items, is exempt from
inheritance tax. Legacy giving enables
many people who are ‘asset-rich’ rather
than ‘cash-rich’ to make a meaningful
contribution to future generations of
pupils at St Albans School.

I am very grateful to the Foundation as it
enabled me to attend a five-day course in
June 2016 (accumulating a total of 35 hours of
training). I was taught how to deliver the PRP to
our pupils at St Albans and I am currently
trialling the programme with a group of ten
Second Form pupils, whom I had identified as
being “under-confident”.

We strongly recommend that anybody wishing
to support the St Albans School Foundation

Andrew Bateman – Learning Support

through a legacy should seek qualified legal
advice to ensure that your interests are
protected and your wishes properly recorded.
Membership to the Gateway Society is exclusive
to those who have left a gift in their will for the
St Albans School Foundation. You will receive an
exclusive Gateway silk tie (or silk scarf equivalent
for female members), as well as an invitation to
our annual Gateway Feast – a unique dinner at
the School with a different theme each year.

Theatre Curtains
The blackout curtains have transformed the
‘Gallery’ and ‘Circle’ classrooms in New Place into
theatre spaces where performances can take
place at any time of the day. Our stage lighting
now has greater impact, allowing us to be more
creative, and when the rooms are used as a foyer
or front of house for shows, they now have a
more professional feel.

In 1956 I was fortunate enough to be awarded a Hertfordshire County Council
scholarship to St Albans School under the Direct Grant Scheme. I am convinced
that the subsequent seven years facilitated my full career in the RAF as an officer
and pilot. I am delighted that the Gateway Society exists to offer a means of making
available the opportunity to benefit from the education that I did. Accordingly, I
commend membership of the Gateway Society to all those who wish to support the
education of future generations.”

Mary Bruton – Head of Drama

Squadron Leader R A King RAF (Retired) OA 1963

sports mast
The sports mast has enabled us to capture
footage of rugby matches and has been
used in conjunction with a video software
package to share footage of the students
performing - helping us to develop the technical
understanding, strategic thinking and insight into
the sport.
It is a powerful resource to develop learning in this
setting and is making significant improvements
in our sporting development of each pupil and
the feedback we can offer them.

The elevated footage gives coaches a tactical
overview to develop strategic and technical
improvements. We are now expanding its usage
to film hockey and football matches.

Martin Langston – Director of Sport
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I wish to support the St Albans School Foundation by giving to:
	

The Building Futures Campaign
Centre for the Performing Arts
Science Laboratories
Maths Building

The Bursary Fund
Wherever the School needs it most

Recognising your gift
If you wish for your donation to the St Albans School Foundation to remain anonymous, please tick here
If your gift is made on behalf of or in memory of somebody, please provide details.

gift AID
Please gift aid your donation to make it worth an extra 25% to the School at no extra cost to yourself.
I am a UK taxpayer, and would like St Albans School to treat this donation (and any other donations I may
make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise) as a Gift Aid donation.*
Fold here

Fold here

Name:
Address:
Signature:
Date:

xx / xx / xxxx

NB I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid
claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I will notify the Charity if I wish to cancel my donation, change my name or
address or if I no longer pay sufficient tax.
*

I would like to receive information on how to set up a direct debit

Making a single gift

Name on card:

I would like to make a single gift of

Card number :

£

Start Date / Issue No. (if applicable)
I enclose a cheque made payable to St
Albans School Foundation

FOUNDATION

Abbey Gateway, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL3 4HB
Telephone: 01727 515187
Registered Charity Number 1092932

as follows:

I enclose a Charities Aid Foundation
(CAF) voucher
Please debit my:
Visa / Delta

Expiry Date:

xx / xx

Security Code:
(3 digit code on the back of the card)

Signature:
MasterCard

UK Maestro

Date:

xx / xx / xxxx

St Albans School will never sell or give your details to a third party. All data will be kept confidential and used for updating
our records of contact and for promotional purposes such as event invitations and e-newsletters, as well as for fundraising
purposes. For further information about our privacy policy, please visit our website www.st-albans.herts.sch.uk/Policies
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